
January 13,2010

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) FCC Docket #07-52

Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners:

The current national broadband policy you are currently working on is nothing less than a
vision for broadband communications in this country and the accuracy of that vision will
have a profound effect on America's 43 million Latinos.

This is the constituency represented by the Latino Coalition, a nationwide coalition with
over thirty organization partners that has been working together to achieve equal
opportunity and a better life for what is now America's biggest and fastest growing
minority group. Widespread home broadband is essential to meeting those goals. The
benefits broadband can deliver in vital areas like the business community, healthcare and
education, for instance, will never be fully realized if high-speed broadband does not
become as accessible as electricity and phone service are today.

Given the economic consequences of broadband for all Americans and especially for
low-income Hispanic households, we urge the FCC to eliminate counter-productive "net
neutrality" regulations from your vision of the broadband future. Such regulations would
ignore the reality that the private sector is moving America towards universal broadband.

As of last April the Pew Center for the Internet and American Life reported that 63% of
adult Americans had home broadband, up from 55% a year earlier. The Latino Coalition
was encouraged to see that homes with a household income below $30,000 achieved a
34% growth in home broadband adoption from 2008 to 2009. Home broadband growth in
this country is largely the result of continued private investment in broadband technology
encouraged by the government's wisdom in not loading down the Internet with
burdensome regulation.
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There is still important work to be done in bringing broadband to remote rural areas and
in helping some Americans recognize the value of broadband. Government should help
with those challenges, just as it should continue to prevent illegal or unethical practices
by broadband providers. Net neutrality regulation will not achieve any of these
objectives. It would only short-circuit America's march towards universal broadband by
crippling the private initiative that is driving it.

Sincerely,

Hector V. Barreto
Chairman
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