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Chairman Julius Genachowski
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: GN Docket No.09-191

December 22, 2009

Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners:

As a pastor and civic leader in New Orleans, I am always looking for ways
to connect my community to resources and opportunities. Over time, it
has become evident that one of the most effective ways to promote civic
engagement and participation is through a broadband connection. Home
broadband connections create virtual neighborhoods that foster a sense of
inclusion.

Broadband enables us to connect with others online to become civically
involved despite distance, or physical or fmancial barriers. The internet
has become an important place for people to acquire crucial information.
During the 2008 election, three out of four Americans used the internet to
get news or information about political candidates and events, according
to the Pew Internet and American Life Project. Furthermore, nearly four
in five internet users have visited government websites for information or
assistance. Pew also conducted a study on church congregations and the
internet, which is particularly relevant for me. 80% of respondents agreed
that email has helped their church connect to the surrounding community.
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However, broadband technology is not yet ubiquitous, particularly in some
urban areas like New Orleans. Those who aren't served by broadband
technology potentially have the most to gain. It is time for the FCC to
eliminate these existing disparities and extend the benefits of broadband to
all Americans.

With this in mind, I am troubled by the commission's current open
internet NPRM. I am worried that this effort will detract from the goal of
100% broadband, and instead make it more difficult for new users to get
connected.

The private sector is investing tens of billions of dollars annually to extend
broadband coverage to rural and other under served parts of the country.
However, these potential regulations could deter broadband providers
from continuing to make such investments. As a result, consumers could
see higher coasts for broadband services, which will only make it more
difficult for some to get online.

All residents of New Orleans should have access to opportunities for civic
engagement and participation, but if the FCC does not correct inequities in
broadband adoption now, some will only be left further behind. I urge the
FCC to direct its focus to the goal of universal broadband access before
pursuing policies that could stand in the way.

Sincerely,


