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Chairman Julius Genachowski
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: GN Docket No. 09-191

January 13,2010

Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of the Georgia Minority Supplier Development Council ("GMSDC") to
urge you to proceed with caution on the Open Internet Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The
mission of the GMSDC is to foster and expand mutually beneficial economic opportunities
between certified minority business enterprises and government entities within the state of
Georgia and to help build a stronger, more equitable society by supporting and promoting
minority business development.

As you may know, the Internet has become one of the most important tools for minority business
development. From reducing costs, establishing time and economic efficiencies, researching,
accessing best practices, streamlining communications and developing and training workers, the
Internet has proven an invaluable tool for our membership as they strive to develop business
opportunities. Additionally, it is vitally important to developing a sophisticated work force to
execute on those opportunities.

We note that the Obama Administration and the FCC appear to agree and are working to expand
and hasten access to broadband so that all Americans can take advantage of the benefits the
Internet can deliver.
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As you move forward on the above-referenced matter, however, I hope you will also consider its
potential impact on universal broadband and, thus, on my membership and our mission. In fact,
policies that encourage the deployment and investment of broadband are directly related to our
capacity to develop business and to perform. They are directly related to education and
development. As businessmen and women, we know that (a) it is the private sector who invests,
builds and improves the network and (b) they likewise should be able to manage that asset and
recognize a profit. Policies that interfere with either investment or the management and use of
the asset will likely deter investment, and that would be bad for all of us.

Again, I welcome the FCC's look at ways to expand and enhance the availability of broadband.
Please proceed with caution on the open Internet proceeding.
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