
I am a writer and music composer, and college instructor who lives in Seattle, WA. I an 36 years old.

 

I play and compose for the Anglo concertina in a classical music style. I perform live in Seattle, and

have placed my music online for free at the Free Music Archive. I place my scores online for free at

the Petrucci Music Archive.

 

I access the internet from home, via my home computer through my ISP, the local provider Drizzle

Internet, and from the Seattle Public Library, using their free wireless connection on my laptop

computer.

 

The Internet is an incredible benefit to my life.

 

?I can share my music with people all over the world for free. I have met musicians in France,

Belgium, England, and many other countries because they have heard it. Likewise, I have learned

about countless musicians and styles.

 

?I post all of my college materials online for free. My students can access the materials any time, and

so can other educators, if they wish to use any of my ideas in their own curriculum.

 

?I also post writing on the Internet, and read frequently about many topics--it is one of the greatest

educational facilitations I have known.

 

I am of a fairly permissive mindset about filesharing. In fact, I don't know if I think the FCC should be

involved right now. What seems necessary to me is that we reform our copyright laws to decriminalize

many uses that are currently illegal.

 

At that point, perhaps we could look again what what is happening illegitimately, and how it might be

curtailed.

 

I think it would be wonderful if everyone had access to broadband. I still think Al Gore's term "digital

divide" is very important. I see it as an educator: my poor students do not have the computer skills of

my middle- and upper-class students. This uneven playing field changes people's lives, and I would

love to see constructive action on the part of government to help those with less.

 

The issue of neutrality is key. The saying "freedom of the press belongs to the man who has one,"

suggests that only those with power and influence can frame and debate the issues of contemporary

life. Net neutrality give opportunity to many voices who otherwise lack access to the economy of

influence. If we value diversity, we should value those voices that are denied expression.

 



Thank you very much for taking the time to address this issue. I look forward to a substantive result

that addresses the complex issues brought forth by the many stakeholders--not only here in the US,

but globally.


