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VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Portals
Washington, DC 20554

February 3,2010

Suite 200
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20006·3402

Randall B. Lowe
202.973.4221 tel
202.973.4499 fax

randylowe@dwt.com

Re: ExParte
WC Docket No. 02-60, Request for Extension of Time

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf ofRural Nebraska Healthcare Network ("RNHN"), filed herewith is its Request
for Extension of Time in the above-referenced docket. By this request, RNHN seeks a one-year
extension of the June 30,2010 deadline for funding under the Rural Health Care Pilot Program.

Please address any correspondence concerning this matter to the undersigned counsel.

Respectfully submitted,

X.ffffAA~YISWRIG - TREMAINE LLP
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\ "\'Ral1Qall . Lowe
Courls~forRural Nebraska Healthcare Network

Enclosure

cc: Thomas Buckley (via email)
Ernesto Beckford (via email)
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Rural Nebraska Hea:lthcareNetwork
4 Regional $ystemof Care Provided Locally

4021 Avenue 8
Scottsbluff, NE 6$361

February 1.2010

VIAELECRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
44512th Street, SW, Portals
Washington. DC 20554

Re: Request for Extension of June 30. 2010 deadline for Funding Commitments
under the UniversalSe.tvice Rural Health Care Pilot Program (WCDocket No.
02~60)

Dear Ms.. Dortch:

The purpose of thisletteris to request a one ye~rextension of the June 30, 2010 funding
deadline. under the Commission's Rural Health Care PilotProgram ("RHCPP"). .

TheRmal Nebraska Healthcare Netwoik(HRNHNn )is:apanicipant in the RHCPP. In
particular, RNHN wasawardedsupportof$19.2Munder'theRHCPPto design, construct,
operate,andmaintaina fiber opticnetworkconnectingeaCllofitsmemberhospitals with each
other and with otherhealthcarefacmties.However~ as reqnired by the Commission's Order
approvingRNHN's RHCPP Applipation. RNHN had to revise the funding approach to its
project (Order, FCC 07-158, paragraph 77 llnd footnote 245,) The funding alternative. as set
forth in RNHN's Sustainability Plan, requires the construction of a second cable and the sale of
IRUs on that cable.

The process of revising itsapprouchwith a sustainable alternative took· 20 months of
planning and due diligence. Nevertheless. RNHN has completed the 465 process and closed the
hiddingon theptojecthYD)id~Oct(}ber,2009. In late November, 2009, a vendor was chosen and
RNHN is now in the early stages ofn\igotiatiolls with that vendor. Although early interest in the
IRUs was shown by a number ofpotetlti.al buyers, this interest has waned. RNHNis now
pursuing an opportunity to seHall ofthe lRUs toa single buyer.

In light of the prolonged planning and due diligence period and the chaHenge of selling
theJRUs, RNHN is not confidenlthat it can complete the 466 process and receive a Funding
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