
 

 

February 4, 2010 57739-000020
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 

Re: Reexamination of Roaming Obligations of Commercial Mobile Radio Service 
Providers (WT Docket No. 05-265) 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On February 3, 2010, Mark A. Stachiw of MetroPCS Communications, Inc. 
(“MetroPCS”), along with Carl W. Northrop and Michael Lazarus of Paul, Hastings, 
Janofsky & Walker LLP (“Paul Hastings”), participated in a meeting with Ruth Milkman, 
Jim Schlichting, Paul Murray and Nese Guendelsberger regarding the above-referenced 
proceeding.  The oral presentations in this meeting were consistent with the pleadings and 
ex partes filed on behalf of MetroPCS in the above-referenced proceeding, as further 
supplemented below. 

MetroPCS reiterated its view that the in-market roaming exception should be eliminated 
and requests for home roaming should be governed by the legal standards established by 
Sections 201 and 202 of the Act.1  This will automatically incorporate a “rule of reason” 
since a well-established body of law under these statutory sections makes clear that 
carriers are only obligated to satisfy requests for service that are reasonable. 

Notably, this approach would allow future roaming rights to be based on the facts of the 
specific case at the time.  The Commission will, thus, have adopted a flexible legal 
standard that can be applied in the specific factual circumstances at hand.  Such an 
approach is much better than imposing a “one-size-fits-all” standard or specifying isolated 
factors which would fail to take into account differences in service area sizes, market 
demographics, applicable build-out standards, spectrum propagation differences and other 
variables that may affect the nature and timing of the build-out of acquired spectrum by a 
particular carrier.  Further, this flexible statutory standard would allow the relevant 
considerations to change over time as the market for CMRS services changes.   

Kindly refer any questions in connection with this letter to the undersigned. 

                                                 
1 47 U.S.C. § § 201 and 202. 



Marlene H. Dortch 
February 4, 2010 
Page 2 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Carl W. Northrop  
of PAUL, HASTINGS, JANOFSKY & WALKER LLP 
 
cc: (via email) Ruth Milkman 
  Jim Schlichting 
  Paul Murray 
  Nese Guendelsberger 
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