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Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On February 4, 2010, the undersigned from Google Inc. met with FCC Commissioner 
Meredith Attwell Baker, Christi Shewman (legal advisor for wireline and universal 
service), and Charles Mathias (legal advisor for wireless, international, and public safety 
issues) to discuss certain matters related to the above-referenced proceedings. 
 
In the course of the discussion, I explained some of Google’s views on the pending 
National Broadband Plan.  In particular, we have urged the Commission to treat the Plan 
as an iterative, ever-evolving process, with sufficient built-in flexibility to allow for 
modified policy solutions as market and technology conditions continue to change.  We 
also have supported a dual focus that includes a near-term objective of ubiquitous 
consumer access to broadband capability, in conjunction with a longer-term “stretch” 
goal that seeks to foster ultra-high-broadband symmetrical speeds up to 1 Gbps per home.  
Google also has asserted that spectrum policy reform should be a priority of the Plan, 
based on a comprehensive inventory of all existing and future uses of spectral resources, 
and carefully assessing various tools such as secondary markets and shared spectrum 
platforms to help drive greater efficiency and innovation.  Finally, we have emphasized 
the important role played by anchor institutions to both bolster supply and increase 
adoption of high-speed Internet access offerings. 
 
I also described Google’s interest in the Commission’s open Internet proceeding.  Our 
ultimate concern is ensuring that broadband providers do not use their natural financial 
incentives and unique network control position to promote only their own pecuniary 
interests, over the far broader interests of Internet users.  To that end, we believe that the 
FCC needs to have and utilize affirmative oversight authority regarding the consumer 
broadband sector, much as the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) uses its more 



general jurisdiction to oversee domestic providers of Internet applications and content.  
Further, while a strong and enforceable transparency regime at the FCC would be a 
useful tool to highlight the broadband providers’ practices, such an approach needs to be 
combined with a streamlined case-by-case adjudication process that allows Internet users 
to present complaints alleging harm to users, to competition, or to the openness of the 
Internet itself. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
  

Respectfully submitted,   

  
      Richard S. Whitt, Esq. 

Washington Telecom and Media Counsel 
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