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February 11, 2010 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Suite TW-A325 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re:  GN Docket No. 09-51, ET Docket Nos. 02-380, 04-186 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On February 1, 2010, Joseph Sandri, Senior Vice President, Government and Regulatory 
Affairs, FiberTower Corporation (“FiberTower”), and the undersigned met with Blair Levin of the 
Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis and John Leibovitz of the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau.  During the meeting, Mr. Sandri reiterated proposals and arguments set 
forth in filings previously submitted by FiberTower in the above-referenced proceedings.  The attached 
information supplements the information provided in the February 1, 2010 meeting. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Thomas Jones   
Thomas Jones 
 

 
cc:  Blair Levin 
 John Leibovitz 



PROPOSAL FOR LIMITED FIXED LICENSED POINT-TO-POINT USE OF THE  
TV WHITE SPACES FOR BACKHAUL TO RURAL AREAS  

 
Summary:  Approximately 15 to 45 or more TV white spaces channels lay fallow in rural 
areas.  The FCC should authorize limited fixed licensed point-to-point use of the TV 
“White Spaces” on UHF TV Channels 21-35 and 39-51 for:  

(1) Up to six vacant TV White Spaces channels second or greater adjacent to a TV broadcast 
station in rural counties; and  

(2) Any vacant TV White Spaces channels third or greater adjacent to a TV broadcast station 
in all counties. 

Expedited Action Needed:  To enhance BTOP and BIP program efforts to stimulate broadband 
access in rural areas, the FCC should adopt this narrow proposal on an expedited basis, and 
before the March 15 application deadline.  This will assist BTOP and BIP applicants seeking to 
deploy far more cost-effective middle mile infrastructure in unserved and underserved areas.  
Benefits:  Authorizing up to six vacant TV channels would bring many public interest benefits: 
• Increased Rural Broadband Deployment.  Backhaul infrastructure must be built before 

consumers can benefit from innovative new unlicensed and licensed broadband networks and 
devices; this narrow proposal provides urgently needed, cost-effective “middle mile” backhaul. 

• Dramatically Lower Backhaul Costs.  The favorable propagation characteristics of the TV 
White Spaces, as well as the readily available small lightweight antennas for the band, would 
reduce the middle mile backhaul and transport costs by as much as 80-90% in rural areas.1 

• Readily Available Fixed Link Equipment and Licensing Scheme.  More than 300 fixed links 
are already licensed and installed in the TV Bands under the existing Part 74 Broadcast 
Auxiliary Service (“BAS”) rules; the longstanding use of these frequencies for BAS point-to-
point links (some of which are 50-80 miles long or more) ensures the immediate, off-the-shelf 
availability of point-to-point equipment for backhaul use in TV Channels 21-35 and 39-51.  
The FCC could amend Part 101 or Part 74 to license non-broadcast fixed link users in the band. 

• Numerous Vacant TV Channels Available in Rural Areas.  TV White Spaces channels are 
widely available in rural unserved and underserved areas, with approximately 15 to 45 or more 
channels lying fallow in these areas.  This narrow proposal would only authorize fixed 
licensed use on up to six of these channels, permitting many other uses.  By contrast, very few 
additional links are available even in rural areas in the heavily used 6 GHz band. 

• Protection of Incumbents and New Unlicensed Users.  The limited number of new licensed 
point-to-point systems could operate without causing harmful interference to the many 
incumbent users in the TV Bands, and licensed use allows far greater certainty and 
accountability to those incumbents.  Numerous vacant channels exist in the band for 
unlicensed users, and unlicensed devices could still operate on channels designated for fixed 
licensed use, subject to the normal protections afforded to licensed users when operational.   

• Broadcast Repacking Already Contemplated.  This narrow proposal only provides for use on 
a limited number of vacant channels, no matter how they are organized, and would not  
preclude or require waiting for any broadcast repacking or channel modification proposals. 

 
1 For example, a 75-mile or longer wireless backhaul link could be constructed at a cost of $100,000-200,000 using two 
small lightweight antennas; covering the same distance using 3.65 GHz, 6 GHz, or higher-frequency spectrum would 
require up to four relay towers and a total of ten six-foot diameter dish antennas, costing $3 million or more. 


