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The State of Michigan (the "State" or "Michigan") has reviewed the recent Request for

DeclaratOlY Ruling ("Request") filed by several 800 MRz incumbents and an engineering

consulting fIrm that asks the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC" or "Commission") to

reconsider the reliance it places on the Transition Administrator ("TA") cost metrics in

evaluating 800 MHz rebanding proposals andtheir associated cost estimates. In particular, the

position adopted by the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau in a matter involving

Charles County, Maryland! has been troubling to many public safety incumbents and their

representatives.

The State is in the process of rebanding what it understands is the largest system in the

nation in terms of number of subscriber units. The State's system also includes a very signifIcant

number of sites and repeaters and an extremely large number ofuser agencies. Becal)se ofits

size, and' the way the TA cost metrics are grouped, it may not be as difficult for Michigan to

1 County ofCharles, Maryland and Sprint Nextel Corporation, vn Docket 02-55, Memorandum Opinion and Order,
22 FCC Red 12749 (pSHSB 2009) .



establish that its system is "materially different from the systems from which the metrics were

derived,,2 as it would be for a smaller system.

Nonetheless, Michigan shares the concerns expressed in the Request about whether the

TA cost metrics provide a valid benchmark against which all rebanding proposals rightfully

should be compared. The Request raises serious issues about how the metrics are derived and

how they properly should be used. It identifies some of the many meaningful distinctions among

public safety systems that affect the cost of rebanding, but that are not captured in the TA cost

metrics. It questions how incumbents can be charged with an obligation to distinguish

themselves from other entities in their class without being given access to the information needed

to make those distinctions.

For these reasons, the State respectfully requests the Commission to re-examine the use

of the TA cost metrics in evaluating 800 MHz rebanding proposals and to ensure that their use

does not compromise the FCC's commitment to improving public safety communications in the

800 MHz band, the goal of the 800 MHz rebanding effOli.
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