
 Before the FCC decided to pursue Net Neutrality protections, Fox News Channelâ€™s Glenn Beck

warned his audience that the government was "trying to take over the media." Beck later said that Net

Neutrality would "wildly affect your life and free speech" by forcing a â€œMarxist utopiaâ€ on the

Internet.

There's alot at stake, freedom of political speech, business upstart innovation, and an open venue of

creativity, expression, and networking.  These things are hard to measure the value of, and therefore

hard to measure the cost of losing, but certainly we will lose some of these things that society values.

 

 

How much of it will we lose?  Hard to measure, so it's hard to say.  How much do American's value it?

Also hard to say, but look at the time and money that's been invested by people attempting to stand

up against the enormous resources of companies like AT&T and Verizon.. that should be some

indicator.

 

If we can't make a perfect prediction of the future, what do you think of the odds?  What are the odds

that AT&T and other telco's are correct?  What are the odds that granting them the power to

discriminate between traffic on the internet, routing only premiumly-paid traffic through the "new and

faster" internet, leaving everyone else's traffic to be eventually lost on an old and slower network

destined for technical obsolesence? 

 

It is hard to imagine that the American people want this, it's hard to imagine that anyone except AT&T

and similar telcos want this.  I believe that the impact this decision will have on American life is

enomrous. 

 

What do we know about AT&T?  AT&T as a company has already proven themselves, time and time

and time again, to follow a certain pattern of behavior: they grow and consolidate resources/power,

become a monopooly, act monopolistically, and then have to be broken up by our government, to

protect us from their abuses.

 

Don't let this be another of their abuses of American life.  Don't let them destroy everything that

makes our internet great.  This internet is an incredible invention of the US Government.   It is an

incredible asset of this country and it's people.  Don't let AT&T take it away from us, it is not for sale. 

 

To allow AT&T and the like, to take that much control over our internet, is to hand it over to them as

their own personal profit engine.  Right now it is an engine of economic growth, networking, creative

expression and exchange, and a tool to re-engage our citizenry into the political process. 

 

We lose alot of that when AT&T and similar telcos are allowed to be gatekeepers.  I believe in

capitalism as much as anyone, but some things shouldn't be for sale. 



 

This isn't something like a highway being sold to a private corporation for them to setup toll booths as

gates.   In the case of highways, a person has an alternative.  This "slower" network might seem like

a meaningful alternative, but it will be extincted into dust of technical obseolence, when telcos decide

between investmetns into the "new and faster" internet over investments into. the "old slow" internet.

 

What's so bad about our internet now?  What good could come allowing gatekeepers, other than

increasing the telcos profits?  While I can understand that they would like to usurp the internet,

certainly there must be some other consumer need that they could satisfy by investment.  Something

that doesn't swindle and rob us of one of our nations most treasured assets. 


