Treymore Community Assoctation Vice President

4863 Carringten Circle Sarasota, FL 34243-5520
Hon. Julius Genachowski ~m oy PR OO Rﬁcewed & Inspecter
Commissioner o . o FEB ~4 7010
Federal Communications Commission i Room:
Washington, DC. 20554 FCC Mail Hoor:

Subject: Bulk Cable Agreements Docket No. 07-51

January 29, 2010
References:

a. Your Commission letter dated January &, 2010
b. My Community letter of October 20, 2009

Dear Commissioner Genachowski:

My letter (reference b.) concerned our Community’s difficulties with a bulk cable contract, over
ten years old. The Commission responded (reference a) with a general letter on how to file
complaints with the FCC. I am not filing a compiaint and am not disputing programming or other
aspecis of our cable service. The purpose of my ietters is to urge the Commission to decide
Docket 07-51 and to do so in such a way as to iimit the power of cable conpanies to enforce
ong term non-competitive service contracts. '

The contract specifically foisted on our community, previously accompanying a filing with the
Commission, was signed in 1998, effcctive in 2000, for a | 5-year period, which automatically
repews if the Association faiis io notify the provider within a limited time period that we do not
wish 10 continue service. The contract was signed when the developer controlled the Board of
Directors of the Associaticn (“prior to turnover”). 1t requires monthly payments for basic bulk
cable for each Lot (150 total) regardiéss of whether the owner of that Lot wants or uses the
service. Despite the fact that both Satellite and Verizon FIOS represent competitive choices, the
Community is bound to continue paying the cable carrier. The annual amount of payments is
0% of our entire annual budget and the cost is rising every year. 'While we might challenge this
contract in court on a number of grounds; we risk large legal costs and lengthy procedures to
obtain an uncertain judgment.” Given this type of contract affects hundreds of associations like us
in Florida and elsewhere in the United Stateb, we believe the FC(_ ‘should grant relief, perhaps in
one of these forms: < T

1. Coatract life cannot exceed 5 years and cable prov1der and developer cannot agree such
contracts between themselves; ‘ ‘

2. Individuals may unsubscribe to the service. (Note the term “subscriber” should denote the
ability to subscribe, cancel, or renew setvice; it is used but not defined in our contract.)
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Treymore Community Association Vice President
4863 Carrington Circle Sarasota, FL 34243-5520

Prior to sending a similar letier over a year ago, we met with our carrier, COMCAST, to discuss
improvements t¢ their service offerings that would make them attractive in the long term.
COMCAST ignored our entreaty. Our Community jooks forward to the progress of FCC's

deliberations on this matter. I would be pleased to testify before the Commission if scheduling
permits.

Sincerkly,

Jeffrely A. Jones

cc: Mr. John Berresford



