
The manner in which the CIPA requirement has been implemented in 
schools is preventing schools from effectively using technologies for 
instructional purposes. Schools have no control over deciding what is 
blocked – and there is no mechanism to hold the filtering companies 
accountable for their decisions. In our school IT is so afraid of some 
consequence like losing erate funds that no one is allowed to override 
the filter. Because of this, many teachers are not willing to even try 
to use the Internet for instruction - because they are too often 
blocked by the filter from getting to the sites they need; or so 
frustrated by the filter that they give up completely! Students can 
bypass the filters easily, which means that time is spent watching 
students to make sure that they are on “safe” sites!  Instead of 
teaching them how to search safely, we out and out block sites. 
 
I would like to suggest encouraging them to implement a study of this - 
because all of that money they are providing for telecommunications is 
not being used wisely because of CIPA. 


