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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC  20554 
 
 
In the Matter of    ) 
      ) 
Tivo’s Request for Waiver of the  )  CS Docket No. 97-80 
IEEE-1394 Output Requirement   ) 
 
 
 

COMMENTS OF RCN TELECOM SERVICES, INC. 
 
 
 RCN Telecom Services, Inc. (“RCN”), by its undersigned counsel, hereby submits its 

comments in response to TiVo’s Request for Waiver of the IEEE-1349 Output Requirement 

(“TiVo Request”).1  For the same reasons as set forth in RCN’s comments filed with respect to 

the Intel waiver,2 RCN believes that a waiver of this outmoded requirement is in the public 

interest, and because RCN is anxious to make the features and functions of the TiVo device 

available to its customers as quickly as possible, RCN strongly respectfully urges the 

Commission to promptly grant the TiVo Request so that RCN may move forward with its plans 

to provide new and highly sought desirable services to its customers.   

 TiVo requests a waiver of the IEEE 1394 interface requirement set forth in Section 

76.640(b)(4) of the Commission’s rules3 for TiVo’s high definition DVR model.  RCN provides 

cable services in its cable and open video systems located in the Boston, Chicago, the Lehigh 

Valley in Pennsylvania, suburban Philadelphia, New York City, and Washington, D.C., areas, 

and also offers local and long distance telephone services and Internet services in those markets.  

                                                 
1  Petition of TiVo Inc. for Clarification or Waiver of 47 C.F.R. § 76.604(b)(4), CS Docket No. 97-

80 (filed Nov. 6, 2009) (“TiVo Request”).   
2  Id. at 1. 
3  47 C.F.R. § 76.640(b)(4). 
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As TiVo stated in its Request, RCN plans to expand its services by offering the high definition 

TiVo DVRs to its customers in 2010.  Specifically, and assuming that a waiver is granted 

promptly by the Commission, RCN is prepared to begin deployment of the devices in its 

Washington, DC market as early as April 2010, with additional expansion to the other markets 

through June.   

 Under the current rules, set-top boxes provided to customers by RCN and other cable 

operators must incorporate IEEE 1394 interface, which was developed in 2002.4  Over the last 

eight years the industry, including TiVo, has developed multiple other types of interfaces that are 

primarily based on Internet Protocol (“IP”).  Although the IEEE 1394 standard is still utilized by 

some video cameras and computer devices, it has been replaced in a majority of devices by 

newer and more efficient technologies.5  The IEEE 1394 standard for home networking is 

therefore of little interest to consumers and a requirement that cable operators employ only 

technology that includes it serves only to delay our ability to bring our subscribers the benefits of 

a device that is readily available to consumers outside of the cable context – and enormously 

popular – without any IEEE 1394 interface.   

 Granting the TiVo Request will therefore further the Commission’s goals to increase 

consumer choice and furthering competition.  Specifically, RCN customers will be able to obtain 

the many desirable features and functions of the TiVo technology in a device that can also 

perform the functions of a cable set-top box.  The TiVo DVR will be fully compatible and 

interactive with RCN’s video-on-demand services and will provide RCN’s customers a more 

robust interactive channel guide.    More importantly,  the TiVo DVR will allow RCN customers 

                                                 
4  Id. at 3. 
5  Id. at 4 (noting that while IEEE 1394 is still used to connect some video cameras and hard drives 

to computers, even Apple computers has stopped using that type of interface in its new laptops).   
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to use one device to connect to the Internet and will allow them to access and display content 

from the Internet, such as videos, streaming audio and podcasts, directly onto their television set.   

 Although the current TiVo DVR does not contain an IEEE 1394 interface, it complies 

with the Commission’s integration ban the waiver is required so that is the device can be released 

to RCN customers without any redesign or other modification.6  Alternatively, requiring TiVo to 

integrate the IEEE 1394 interface would increase costs and delay availability to customers.7 

 Moreover, RCN agrees wholeheartedly with TiVo's assertion that the IEEE 1394 is no 

longer necessary because technology has moved beyond it to more advanced networking 

connections that are incorporated in the TiVo device.  Originally, the purpose of the standard 

was to ensure that consumers could network retail devices with devices leased from the cable 

provider, and in 2002, IEEE 1394 was the essentially only standard that was available for the 

purpose.8  However, the available technology has significantly changed since that time and the 

IP-based technology used in the TiVo DVR allows for networking to home computers, other 

DVRs and the Internet.  The flexibility of this equipment and its ability to perform in the home 

has clearly been demonstrated during the last ten years that TiVo has been in operation. 9   

 In addition, IP-based devices, such as DVRs and computers are available for purchase 

directly by the consumer at multiple retail outlets and TiVo’s over one million customers 

existing are already successfully using these devices to connect to their home network and record 

and watch their favorite shows without a IEEE 1394 interface.  The public interest is not 

advanced by requiring the inclusion of out-dated standard before cable companies such as RCN 

                                                 
6  Id. at 6.   
7  Id. 6-7. 
8  Id. at 7. 
9  Id.  
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can start directly providing the very same equipment that can be purchased at a retail outlet down 

the street.   

 For the foregoing reasons, RCN respectfully requests that the Commission promptly 

grant the TiVo Request and allow RCN to move forward and provide its customers with 

advanced services using the TiVo high definition DVR.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Jean L. Kiddoo 
________________________ 

Jean L. Kiddoo 
Kimberly A. Lacey 
Bingham McCutchen LLP 
2020 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006-1806 
 
Counsel to RCN Telecom Services, Inc. 
 

Dated:  February 22, 2010 


