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COMMENTS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 

 The County of Los Angeles, California (“the County”) hereby submits the following 

comments in response to the Commission’s Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 10-16, 

released January 15, 2010, as part of a Report and Order in the above-captioned proceedings.    

 The County strongly opposes Part 15, unlicensed operation of wireless microphones and 

similar devices in the 470-512 MHz band (TV channels 14-20), which provides the core 

frequencies for public safety communications in Los Angeles and other metropolitan areas.  The 

County also requests that the Commission amend or clarify Part 74 of its rules to prevent low 

power auxiliary stations from being operated on TV channel 15 in the Los Angeles area. 

 Part 90, Subpart L, of the Commission’s rules allocates a total of 18 MHz (TV channels 

14, 16, and 20) in the 470-512 MHz band for public safety and other private land mobile radio 
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communications in the Los Angeles metropolitan area. 1  In addition, the FCC has granted the 

County a waiver to permit its use of an additional 6 MHz of spectrum (TV channel 15) as part of 

a new interoperable radio network that will consolidate public safety operations for agencies and 

jurisdictions across the Los Angeles area.2  Public safety and other land mobile operations in 

various portions of 470-512 MHz are also authorized by both rule and waiver3 in the New York, 

San Francisco, Philadelphia, Boston, Washington, Chicago, Miami, Pittsburgh, Dallas, and 

Houston metropolitan areas. 

 The 470-512 MHz band has long been the principal public safety mobile frequency band 

in Los Angeles.4  A total of 50 law enforcement agencies and fire departments within the County 

operate their primary public safety communications in the UHF band, primarily in 470-512 MHz  

These include the Los Angeles Police Department (with over 11,500 portable and mobile radios), 

the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (with over 14,600 mobile/portable radios), the Los 

Angeles County Fire Department (with over 1,500 portable radios), and several dozen smaller 

agencies that interoperate on a daily basis with County and City of Los Angeles departments.  

Additional public safety agencies in the area are expected to migrate to the 470-512 MHz band 

with the expanded capacity provided through the use of channel 15 and the promise of improved 

interoperability.    

 

 

                                                       
1 47 C.F.R. §90.311. 
 
2 County of Los Angeles, California, DA 08-2823, released December 30, 2008. 
 
3 See, e.g., Nassau County Police Department, Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA 02-1771, 17 FCC Rcd 14252 
(2002). 
 
4 See, e.g., South Bay Regional Public Safety Communications Authority, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 13 
FCC Rcd 23781, 23797 (1998) (“South Bay”). 
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Part 15 

 The Commission was correct in the Report and Order to prohibit wireless microphone 

use in the 700 MHz band because of potential interference to public safety and commercial 

mobile radio operations.  However, in the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the 

Commission proposes to permit Part 15, unlicensed operation of wireless microphones in 

television broadcast spectrum, including TV channels 14-20.   Such operations would create 

exactly the type of harmful interference that the Commission sought to eliminate in the 700 MHz 

band.  Unlicensed wireless microphones could be deployed anytime, anyplace, and cause 

potentially life-threatening interference to public safety systems in Los Angeles and other 

communities.  Therefore, to the extent that Part 15, unlicensed operation of wireless microphones 

is permitted in television spectrum, such devices must not be allowed to operate in TV channels 

14-20.   Since unlicensed microphones can be easily transported (and are unlikely to have any 

type of geolocation capability), any use in TV channels 14-20 must be prohibited, regardless of 

location. 

Part 74 

 As noted above, channel 15 has been designated by waiver for use by Los Angeles 

County as part of a new county-wide interoperable radio network.   The County takes this 

opportunity to request that the Commission clarify that the provisions in Part 74 intended to 

protect land mobile operations in channel 14-20 from interference also provide interference 

protection to channels that the Commission has made available for public safety use pursuant to 

waiver.  The Part 74 rules regarding low power auxiliary stations, 5 such as wireless 

                                                       
5 47 C.F.R.§74.803(b); 47 C.F.R.§74.870(c)(4). 
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microphones, and low power television stations6 track the provisions in Part 90 that allow land 

mobile operations on specified portions of channels 14-20 in Los Angeles and 10 other 

metropolitan areas.7  Unfortunately, the tables included in the rules do not identify channels 

assigned to public safety pursuant to waiver, even though the potential for dangerous interference 

to Los Angeles area first responder communications is the same whether it is on channel 16 

(noted in the rule) or on channel 15 (assigned pursuant to waiver).8 

Conclusion 

 Therefore, for the reasons set forth above, the Commission should prohibit Part 15 

operations on TV channels 14-20, and clarify Part 74 to protect public safety use of channel 15 in 

Los Angeles from harmful interference. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES,   
       CALIFORNIA 
 
 
          By:  /s/ 
       Robert M. Gurss 
       FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, PLC 
       1300 North 17th Street 
       11th Floor 
       Arlington, VA  22209 
       (703) 812-0468 
 
March 1, 2010 
 

                                                       
6 47 C.F.R. §74.709(a). 
 
7 47 C.F.R. §90.311. 
 
8 The County suggests that the Commission issue a Public Notice identifying channel 15 as a protected channel in 
Los Angeles.  For the long term, a rule change to reallocate channel 15 for public safety use and amend the Part 90 
tables may also be appropriate to eliminate any confusion and reduce the potential for inadvertent interference from 
low power auxiliary devices. 


