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Summary

NTCH, Inc., on behalf of itself and its affiliated operating entity in Alabama and

Tennessee, NTCH-West Tenn, Inc. (collectively, "NTCH"), respectfully submits this Petition

for Limited Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") in the States of

Alabama and Tennessee pursuant to Section 2l4(e)(6), solely for the limited purpose of offering

Lifeline services. NTCH is a facilities-based wireless service provider that offers mobile voice

and broadband service. As shown herein, NTCH meets each of the statutory and regulatory

requirements for ETC designation except for the definition of "service area" contained in 47

U.S.C. §2l4(e)(5) and 47 C.F.R. § 54.207(b), from which it seeks forbearance in a concurrently

filed Petition.

Designating NTCH as a Lifeline-only ETC would serve the public interest generally and

benefit low income consumers in particular. Such designation would increase consumer choice

of both carriers and service plans. NTCH's service plans are of particular value to low income

consumers, because they offer unlimited minutes, fixed low monthly charges, and no credit

check, deposit, or long-term commitment. Therefore, NTCH provides a vital service to many

Americans who might not otherwise be able afford or qualify for service provided by other

wireless carriers, thereby encouraging participation in the Lifeline program. Accordingly,

NTCH respectfully requests that the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC" or

"Commission") grant this Petition expeditiously, so that low income consumers in the requested

service areas can receive these benefits without delay.



Contents

I. BACKGROUND 1

A. NTCH 1

B. Requirements for the Designation of Eligible Telecommunications Carriers 2

C. Scope ofNTCH's Designation Request. 3

II. NTCH SATISFIES THE STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR
DESIGNATION AS AN ETC .4

A. NTCH Is Not Subject to the Jurisdiction of a State Commission in the Requested
Service Areas .4

B. NTCH Will Offer All Services Designated for Support by the Commission .4

C. NTCH will Offer the Supported Service Using Its Own Facilities 7

D. NTCH Will Advertise the Availability of Such Services and the Charges Therefor
Using Media of General Distribution 7

E. NTCH Requests Lifeline-only ETC Designation for Its Service Area 7

F. NTCH Will Satisfy the Applicable Additional Eligibility Requirements of § 54.202 8

G. ETC Designation ofNTCH Will Promote the Public Interest. 10

III. ANTI-DRUG ABUSE CERTIFICATION 12

IV. CONCLUSION 12

ii



Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

NTCH, INC.

In the Matter of

Telecommunications Carriers Eligible to
Receive Universal Service Support

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Petition for Limited Designation as an )
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in the )
States of Alabama and Tennessee )

WC Docket No. 09-197

FILED/ACCEPTED

MAR - 5 7010

I. BACKGROUND Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

A. NTCH

NTCH, under the brand name ClearTalk, provides wireless voice service on a short-term,

low-cost basis. It provides this service over its cutting-edge 30 network, which uses a third less

power than traditional installations and delivers enhanced signal strength and coverage. By

using "software-defined" base stations,1 NTCH is able to extend the networks of other carriers

into remote and rural areas, increasing reliability as well as capacity to those who need it most.

This technology is adaptable and easily upgraded as the industry develops. Furthermore,

NTCH's basic voice service is currently less than $30 per month, with unlimited local anytime

minutes, no credit check, no deposit, and no annual contract.

NTCH has been building mobile networks in underserved areas of the country since

1999. In the past ten years, NTCH has built wireless networks in 17 different markets and

constructed or acquired over 300 telecommunication sites. Its markets include or have included

Colorado (Grand Junction), Idaho (Pocatello, Twin Falls, Idaho Falls), Tennessee (Jackson,

1 For detailed technical information, please see our technical pdf, "Detailed Technical
Information," http://www.cleartalk.netlcleartalkJinfo/ettech.pdf(last visited March 5, 2010).
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Dyersburg), Alabama (Florence), Arizona (Yuma), California (El Centro) and Florida

(Jacksonville). Injust the last three years, NTCH has built over 250 communication sites and is

today one of the largest tower owners in the US. Its network has expanded not only through the

growth of its own network but through roaming agreements with larger carriers. In the future,

NTCH will continue to identify and reach out to unserved and underserved markets, where

affordable service can provide much-needed voice options for consumers.

B. Requirements for the Designation of Eligible Telecommunications Carriers

Section 254(e) of the Communications Act of 1934 (the "Act") provides that "only an

eligible telecommunications carrier designated under section 214(e) shall be eligible to receive

specific Federal universal support.,,2 As a CMRS carrier, NTCH is treated as a common carrier

for regulatory purposes.3 If a common carrier is not subject to state commission jurisdiction, the

Commission is authorized to designate a carrier as an ETC.4

To satisfy the requirements of Section 254(e) of the Act, a petition for ETC designation

must contain the following: (I) a certification and brief statement of supporting facts that the

petitioner is not subject to the jurisdiction of a state commission; (2) a certification that the

petitioner offers or intends to offer all services designated for support by the Commission

pursuant to Section 254(c) of the Act; (3) a certification that the petitioner offers or intends to

offer the supported service using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and

resale of another carrier's services;5 (4) a description of how the petitioner will advertise the

availability of such services and the charges therefor using media of general distribution; and

2 47 U.S.c. § 254(e).
3 Implementation ofSections 3(n) and 332 ofthe Communications Act, Regulatory Treatment of
Mobile Services, Second Report and Order, 9 FCC Rcd 1411, 1425 ~ 37, 1454-55 ~ 102 (1994);
47 U.S.C. § 332(c)(l)(A).
4 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(6).
5For these and other required certifications, see Certification of Glenn Ishihara (attached).
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(5) if the petitioner is not a rural telephone company, a detailed description of the geographic

service area for which it requests ETC designation from the Commission.6

The Commission has imposed additional requirements on ETC applicants in Section

54.202 of the Commission's rules. 7 Under this section, an ETC applicant must demonstrate: (I)

a commitment to provide service throughout its proposed designated service area to all

customers making a reasonable request for service; (2) how it will remain functional in

emergency situations; (3) that it will satisfy consumer protection and service quality standards;

(4) that it offers local usage comparable to that offered by the incumbent LEC; and (5) an

understanding that it may be required to provide equal access if all other ETCs in the designated

service area relinquish their designations pursuant to section 2l4(e)(4) of the Act. 8 NTCH

satisfies each of these requirements, as set out individually below.

C. Scope of NTCH's Designation Request

NTCH seeks ETC designation only for the purpose of participating in the Universal

Service Fund ("USF")'s Lifeline Program, in the requested service areas set out below and in

Exhibit C. In the alternative, if its Petition for Forbearance is denied. NTCH seeks designation

for non-rural service areas and those rural study areas that are completely located within its

service area only, listed in Exhibit D.

6 47 U.S.C. § 254(e); see also 47 C.F.R. § 54.20l(d); Procedures for FCC Designation of
Eligible Telecommunications Carriers Pursuant to Section 214(e)(6) ofthe Communications Act,
CC Docket No. 96-45, Public Notice, 12 FCC Rcd 22947, 22948 (1997).
7 See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Report and Order, 20 FCC Rcd 6371
(2005) ("ETC Designation Order"); 47 C.F.R. § 54.202.
g 47 C.F.R. § 54.202; see also ETC Designation Order, supra note 7, at 6380, '\[20 (citing
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Recommended Decision,
19 FCC Red 4259, '\[5 (Fed-State Jt. Bd. 2004».
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II. NTCH SATISFIES THE STATUTORY AND REGULATORY

REQUIREMENTS FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ETC

NTCH satisfies each of the statutory and regulatory requirements set forth in the Act and

the Commission's rules:

A. NTCH Is Not Subject to the Jurisdiction of a State Commission in the Requested

Service Areas.

Submitted with this Petition at Exhibit A are affirmative statements from the relevant

state commissions of Alabama and Tennessee that those commissions lack jurisdiction to

perform ETC designations of providers of mobile wireless service.

B. NTCH Will Offer All Services Designated for Support by the Commission.

Section 54.10 I of the Commission's rules set out nine services that must be provided by

recipients of Universal Service funding. NTCH provides each of these services and will offer the

supported services throughout the areas in which it is designated as an ETC.

Voice grade access. NTCH provides "voice grade access to the public switched

network," as required by Section 54. 10 I (a)(l) of the Commission's rules. Specifically, it

provides its customers the ability to "transmit voice communications, including signaling the

network that the caller wishes to place a call, and to receive voice communications, including

receiving a signal indicating that there is an incoming call" at a bandwidth of a minimum of 300

to 3,000 Hertz.9

Local usage. NTCH provides "local usage," defined in Section 54.10 I(a)(2) to mean "an

amount of minutes of use of exchange service, prescribed by the Commission, provided free of

9 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(l).
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charge to end users."IO NTCH offers free unlimited minutes of use oflocal exchange service as

part of all its service plans.

Dual Tone Multi-Frequency signaling or its functional equivalent. Dual tone multi-

frequency ("DTMF") is a method of facilitating the rapid transmission of call set-up and call

detail infonnation, as defined in Section 54.101 (a)(3).11 NTCH provides DTMF-compatible

service.

Single-party service or itsfunctional equivalent. Under Section 54.101(a)(4), with

respect to cellular service, "single party service" means a dedicated message path for the

duration of a user's transmission. 12 NTCH meets this requirement by offering a dedicated

transmission path for the duration of each of its customer's calls.

Access to emergency services. "Access to emergency services" includes access to

services, such 911 and enhanced 911 ("E-911 "), provided by local governments or other public

safety organizations, as defined in Section 54.101(a)(5).13 NTCH provides its voice customers

with E911 access, including providing automatic numbering infonnation ("ANI") and automatic

location infonnation ("ALI") to any public service access point ("PSAP") in its service areas that

is capable ofreceiving such infonnation.

Access to operator services. "Access to operator services" as defined by Section

54.101(a)(6) means access to any automatic or live assistance to a consumer to arrange for

billing or completion, or both, of a telephone call. 14 NTCH makes operator services available to

all of its customers.

10 47 C.F.R. § 54.101 (a)(2).
11 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(3).
12 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(4).
13 47 C.F.R. § 54.l01(a)(5).
14 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(6).
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Access to interexchange service. With respect to wireless carriers, Section 54. 101 (a)(7)

defines "access to interexchange service" to mean the functional equivalent to use of the loop, as

well as that portion of the switch that is paid for by the end user, necessary to access an

interexchange, or long-distance, carrier's networkY NTCH meets this requirement by providing

all of its customers with the ability to make and receive interexchange or toll calls though its

network.

Directory assistance. Under Section 54.101(a)(8), "access to directory assistance" means

access to a service that includes, but is not limited to, making available to customers, upon

request, information contained in directory listings. 16 NTCH meets this requirement by

providing access to directory assistance to customers dialing "411" from their wireless handsets.

Tolilimitation. Under Section 54.101(d), "toll limitation" includes the offering of either

toll blocking or toll control, for telecommunications carriers that are incapable of providing both

services, or both if possible.1 7 'Toll blocking" allows consumers to block outgoing toll calls

from their phone, and "toll control" allows consumers to specify a certain amount of toll usage

that may be incurred on their telecommunications channel per month or per billing cycle. A

billing plan that limits toll charges functions, by its nature, as a toll limitation feature. 1&

Similarly, NTCH's single monthly charge for unlimited minutes functions as a toll limitation

feature by enabling customers to make unlimited calls under a single flat fee, eliminating any

concerns that customers or the Commission may have about usage charges or long-term

15 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(7).
16 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(8).
17 47 C.F.R. § 54.400(d).
1& See TracFone Wireless, Inc., Order, 24 FCC Rcd 4180, 4186 n.30 (2008) ("We find that the
prepaid nature ofTracFone's service offering works as an effective toll contro!.") ("TracFone
Order").
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contracts. In fact, NTCH's plan is better for customers than prepaid plans, because customers

are not blocked from making calls due to the number of minutes they have used.

C. NTCH Will Offer the Supported Service Using Its Own Facilities.

NTCH will offer the supported services using its own network infrastructure, including

the same equipment and facilities that it uses to serve its existing customers. NTCH is the

licensee of Stations KNLF462 and KNLF464 in the Dyersburg-Union City and Jackson BTAs of

Tennessee; it provides facilities-based service through a wholly owned subsidiary in those areas,

NTCH-West Tenn, Inc. In the Florence, Alabama, BTA, NTCH is an FCC-approved lessee of

spectrum and provides service there through the same subsidiary. NTCH has an application

pending to acquire the leased spectrum in Florence from the current licensee, which is expected

to be granted shortly.

D. NTCH Will Advertise the Availability of Such Services and the Charges

Therefor Using Media of General Distribution.

NTCH will advertise the availability of the supported services and the charges therefor

using media of general distribution, in a manner designed to inform the general public within its

designated service areas. Specifically, it will employ a combination of media channels, such as

broadcast and paper media, outdoor advertising, direct marketing, and online advertising.

E. NTCH Requests Lifeline-only ETC Designation for Its Service Area.

NTCH requests Lifeline-only ETC designation for its service areas within the states of

Alabama and Tennessee; specifically, for the following counties:

Alabama

7
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Tennessee Wayne, Hardin, McNairy, Chester, Decatur,
Henderson, Madison, Crockett, Gibson, Carroll,
Dyer, Lake, Obion, Weakley

Exhibit B contains a map showing NTCH' s current coverage area in each ETC

designation state. Exhibit C lists the wire centers within NTCH's requested service areas.

Exhibit 0 lists those wire centers that do not require forbearance from the service area definition

of47 V.S.c. § 214(e)(5) and section 54.207(b) of the Commission's rules.

NTCH has filed, concurrently with this Petition, a Petition for Forbearance from Section

214(e)(5) of the Act and Section 54.207(b) of the Commission's rules, which define the "service

area" of a rural telephone company as its study area. In its Petition for Forbearance, NTCH

shows that this definition is inapt in the context of the Lifeline program, which calculates

reimbursement on a per-customer basis rather than based on the incumbent's averaged cost of

providing service. For a Lifeline-only ETC application, redefinition would be an expensive,

time-consuming, and futile exercise, as the required cream-skimming analysis is inapplicable.

NTCH urges the Commission to expeditiously grant these related Petitions so that NTCH can

provide Lifeline competition and other benefits to all consumers within its service areas.

F. NTCH Will Satisfy the Applicable Additional Eligibility Requirements of

§ 54.202.

NTCH will provide services to all customers upon reasonable request. If a request is

made by a potential customer within NTCH's existing network coverage, NTCH will provide

service immediately using its standard customer equipment. If a potential customer requests

service within NTCH's designated service area, but outside its existing network coverage, NTCH

will provide service, if it can be provided at a reasonable cost, by: (I) modifying or replacing the

requesting customer's equipment; (2) deploying a roof-mounted antenna or other equipment; (3)

8



adjusting the nearest cell tower; (4) adjusting network or customer facilities; (5) reselling

services from another carrier's facilities to provide service; or (6) employing, leasing or

constructing an additional cell site, cell extender, repeater, or other similar equipment 19 Because

NTCH seeks only Lifeline support rather than high-cost funding intended to support the

construction of network facilities, it is not submitting a network improvement plan under 47

C,FR § 54.202(a)(l)(ii).2o

NTCH will remain functional in emergency situations. NTCH is committed to

maintaining essential telecommunications service in times of emergency. To this end, NTCH

maintains generator backup for the switch and battery back-up for its cellular towers. It also has

fail-over trunks that are able to reroute traffic around damaged facilities.

NTCH will satisfy consumer protection and service quality standards. NTCH will

comply with all applicable state and federal consumer protection and service quality standards.

NTCH has also adopted the CTIA Consumer Code for Wireless Service.

NTCH will offer local usage comparable to that offered by the incumbent LEe.

NTCH's current local usage plans are comparable to those offered by incumbent LECs in the

same areas. The Commission requires an ETC to provide "some minimum amount oflocal

usage as part of its 'basic service' package of supported service.,,21 In determining whether local

usage is adequate. the Commission reviews an ETC applicant's local usage plans on a case-by-

case basis, taking into account whether carriers offer varying amounts of local usage and various

value-added factors such as larger "local" calling areas and bundled long-distance and local

19 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(l)(i).
20 ETC Designation Order, supra note 7, 'il23.
2/ ETC Designation Order, supra note 7, 'il33.
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calling.22 NTCH offers unlimited free local calling throughout the ILEC's local calling area in

Florence, Alabama and throughout the entire 731 area code in western Tennessee. Additionally,

NTCH's plans offer numerous other benefits, including mobile service, caller !D, unlimited

domestic text and picture messaging, extended free roaming areas, call waiting, and voicemail.

NTCH understands that it may be required to provide equal access. NTCH

acknowledges that the Commission may require it to provide equal access to long distance

carriers in the event that all other ETCs in one of its designated service area relinquish their

designations pursuant to section 214(e)(4) of the Act.

G. ETC Designation of NTCH Will Promote the Public Interest.

Prior to designating an ETC pursuant to section 214(e)(6) of the Act. the Commission

must determine whether such designation is in the public interest?3 In determining the public

interest, the Commission considers the benefits of increased consumer choice and the unique

advantages and disadvantages of the applicant's service offering.24 The same factors may be

analyzed differently depending on the specifics of the proposed service area and whether it is

rural or non-rural.25 In this case there is no rural/non-rural distinction in analyzing the public

interest factors because Lifeline support, unlike high cost support, is not determined based on

whether the service area is rural or non-rural.26

22 Id.; see also Western Wireless Corp., Petition for Designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier in the State of Wyoming, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 16 FCC
Rcd 48, 52 (2000) (finding that the local usage requirement was satisfied where "although the
Commission has not set a minimum local usage requirement, Western Wireless currently offers
varying amounts of local usage in its monthly service plans.")
23 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(6); 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(c); see also ETC Designation Order, supra note 7,
at 6488-96, paras. 40-57.
24 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(c).
25 ETC Designation Order, supra note 7, at 6392-95, paras. 48-53.
26 See TracFone Order, supra note 18. at 5 n.20 ("In analyzing the public interest factors in this
instance, there is no rural/non-rural distinction because Lifeline support, unlike high-cost
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Designation ofNTCH as an ETC serves the public interest, as it would provide an option

for those consumers who would otherwise be left behind by other carriers. These consumers

would receive the benefits of mobility, easy-to-budget fixed monthly payment, high quality and

reliable service, and connectivity where landline services are not available. In particular, low

income consumers will benefit from NTCH's service plans, which provide unlimited voice

service at a fixed low rate without the need for a credit check, deposit, or long-term contract,

which often prevent consumers from qualifying for service from other providers. These plans

not only enable consumers to receive service for which they might not otherwise qualify, they

provide the ongoing benefit of being able to plan and budget according to a fixed monthly fee,

with no fear of high over limit charges or early termination fees. Furthermore, NTCH provides

the option of mobile, on-the-person service, which promotes safety and convenience for all, but

is especially important for certain groups, such as the elderly. Finally, NTCH offers low income

customers the same high-quality and reliable service that it offers across the board on its

innovative 3G network. As a result of this innovative business model, a large percentage of

NTCH's customers rely on their cell phone for affordable flat-rate broadband Internet service as

well as their primary voice connection. Designating NTCH as an ETC would improve its ability

to reach these Americans and continue to expand its network of affordable, quality service into

areas that need it most.

Such designation would not materially adversely affect the Universal Service Fund. The

most recent USAC Annual Report (2008) shows that whereas High Cost disbursements have

support, is not determined based on whether the service area is rural or non-rural. See 47 C.F.R.
§ 54.403.")
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grown dramatically, Low Income Fund disbursements have been relatively steady since 2006, at

about $800 million per year. 27

For all these reasons, designation ofNTCH as an ETC would unquestionably be in the

public interest.

III. ANTI-DRUG ABUSE CERTIFICATION

NTCH certifies that no party to this Petition is subject to denial of federal benefits,

including FCC benefits, pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21

U.S.C. § 862.

IV. CONCLUSION

As NTCH has shown herein, grant of this Petition for Lifeline-only ETC designation is

consistent with the Act, Commission rules, and the public interest. Accordingly, NTCH

respectfully requests that the Commission grant this Petition expeditiously.

Respectfully submitted,

NTCH, INC.

BQ."~ 'h.---DonaldJ. E~

Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth PLC
1300 17th Street, II th Floor
Arlington VA 22209
(703)802-0400

Counsel for NTCH, Inc.
March 5, 2010

27 See USAC, USAC 2008 Annual Report at 4, available at
http://www.usac.org/Jes/documents/about/pdf/usac-annual-report-2008.pdf (last visited March
5,2010).
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Certification ~ederal CommUnications CommissIon
OffICe of the Secretary

The undersigned, Glenn Ishihara, does hereby certify, on behalfofNTCH, Inc. and NTCH
West Tenn, Inc. (collectively, "NTCH"), as follows:

I. I serve as President and CEO ofNTCH, Inc.

2. This Certification is submitted in support of the Petition ofNTCH, Inc. for Limited
Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in the States ofAlabama and
Tennessee.

3. I certify that NTCH is not subject to the jurisdiction of the Alabama Public Services
Commission or Tennessee Regulatory Authority.

4. I certify that NTCH offers, or will offer, all of the supported services throughout the
areas in which it is designated as an eligible telecommunications carner either using
its own facilities or a combination of its facilities and resale of another carner's
services.

5. I certify that in NTCH advertises, or will advertise, the availability of the supported
services and the charges therefor using media ofgeneral distribution.

6. I certify that NTCH acknowledges that the Commission may require it to provide equal
acCess to long distance carriers in the event that no other eligible telecommunications
carrier is providing equal access within the service area.

7. I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, NTCH, including all officers, directors, or
persons holding 5% or more of the outstanding stock or shares (voting and/or non-voting)
ofNTCH as specified in section \.2002(b) of the Commission's rules, is not subject to a
denial of federal benefits, pursuant to § 530 I ofthe Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, 21
U.s.c. § 862.



8. I have reviewed the Petition and the facts stated therein, of which I have personal

knowledge, are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

9. I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is tru

Glenn Ishlll"1'''''-/
President an

February 19,2010
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llaWlln IIllajllrlSdletlon purouanllD no1loal_ on OCtober 31, IVV1.
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Far CBlTlell nal luble~ to 1t8t. JurilCllclJgn, hawtvlr, 1214(1)(8) of ltle

T8IlCOITIIl1unJcallClnl Act of 1998 plOYklee thallhl FCC IhaII, IIj)Cln roqunl, _ale

",..;n cal!lotl .. ETCa In nan'",rol~ la_. ~ IBid cell1ero ml'" !hi

roqu~a of §214(IX1 ~ 10 In FCC Public _ III...... Oecornber 29, 1997

(FCC 97-419) enillled 'ProGldlQl for F.CC deolgnillon of E1iglbll Totecommunlce1lono

Carrier. purou",,' 10 1214(aX8) oi tile Talacommunlcl1lons Aet":the FCC I'lqUlred eoch

applicant _klng ETC ~llSlgnlllion from Ille FCC 10 provl~;', 'among allW'1hIIlllf, '1

colllftcotion lrod bllef al,ioment of supporting fllClt dl/llO!1lllraMg tIlol the F'eIlllDner la

nol aullject to lhe Jur1IdfQIgn of I _ CammiAlon:

lbe Pine B.~ componlll Inclooed wIlh lheIt joint pleading eompIoIod ETC

oppIIcatlan !arms as ~eveIoped by lhI eomrilbelan, In lhe Mnl thl Ca~

~el_" II1ltll doo. not heve jurlsd1ctlon 10 aet on the Pina 80lt raqueat for ETC

Italul. MWever, the Pin. 80ft companlN uek an afIllTnilllY8 wrtlllln 1ta_n1 ffO/l1

tile commieliOn Ind~g 11111\ thl Cammlllion 1IIcI<. Jurlodlctlon ID granllhem ETC

atatuaealWelelS Cln1er8,

TIle /l8ue concemin9 the APSC'I Ju"ad* over plWldllll of ~lul8r &eM.....

b'raa~ben~personsl communicatIOns ............ and comme..e' matlile ~Ia~ II

one lhet wss ra"'e, reelntly od~reosed by lhe CatrrnlnIon. TIll Commlsllon ~eed

'saUld e DscierolOry Ruling on MlIU1 2. 2000, In DodIel2&414 wIlich canoIucled th8l

sa the I'IIUn 0/ e_in IJ1IlndlMnlll til ",.'Cadl 01 A1tblml. 1975 §4G-21-120(2) Ind

(1Xal otrecllllted In June at 1999, tha APSC hea' no .uthOfIty til raguJate, In eny

f1speel, cellular I18tVk:eo, braedbllnd p_ comm,,,,foollan. ......... end

comll1fllCllII mobile fI<liO .._ In A11b1ma, Ginn tile .raremlnllaned concIUllono

by th. Comm/aaian. n a...... rather clear thot tile commission hils no jurtadlallan til

IIIul ••Uon on !he Appilcallan of the PIns Ban comp'MIu lor ETC stelUa In thla

J",Ia~lcllon. The Pine Bell camplllliea Ind aU ot/lar wlrel811 plO'Ildero aeeIdng ~C

""lul IItou/lf ""/W. their ETC C!allgn.llOn raqullII willi ilia FCC e. provided by 41

USC 1214(0)(8).
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IT IS, THEREPORe, ORDeRED BY THE COMMISSION. n..t "'" ClImmlee""'''

Iurlidldlon ID grant e~gIbl. Te_""",1catIono CarMI' _. rOt unlllerolll ._

purpooos ~e not BX1Wld II> pRIYIdn Of _ """lea, ~1'O.<lbInd ~I

tommuniellJcn. oeIVI.....nd .........rdli mobile radio _e. PtoYld_ of ouch

•..- -""'II' EJaf/lIe TII"""",munlcollono Can10r _. -.10 _lngIy puraul

1hoIIl*lueItsII1RIlqI Uul F....I.CQnlrr&Inlcallane Commllolon.

IT IS FURTI'.ER ORDeRED, 1lI1l1 tIlll Order ehall lie 'oflICI!ve .. at Ih. dote

hereof.

DONE ol"'ont90"""I'. AIotJolTlll, \hi. /p.t!I- dll' of M.reII, 2004.

AlABAMA PUBUC SERVICe COMMISSION

0: ~
~8u11van, P~ld.nl

.........-'~
Cook. C<lmmIs.loner

GlICfllo • , Jr..~~r
ATTeST: A rru. CcPl'l'I!.J) .
~~/ ~~
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IK'('KFt KO,
tu04S

dooMC, -' lie~ eoIIaIaled ADtIIDrity Coartit_ bIId ....,27. 2003. tbr , ....,. IIka

of 1Ie.Jppll Jlfrm of~ C«hIItv~ 11= n. B. D Ii: 11,,1 AI All BlWbk

,., t

AdwaI:Ip CdIuIIa' s,-a, ..... ("Mo' e") is • C I val .... radio .

jUo.1dw ("CMRS") IIIIdDI deidpIlklo UlIIllIIailIW 1\Wg I iij~ eam. ("8iC''''' .,. ...

A1IIhoII\y parwmllo 41 V.S.c. H 214 11IIII254. III ilI.fppUG,."." A4Y8aIap..._ ....

BTC ... iIr .. tIIIIIftI IIUdy _ of DobIb Tefo+li II. 01 , ...... 1IIlI., • -' ,rop '""

., ;h 1,0IllIIpiII)'. Ado '1'me!pn!ne_It_a11I1e.,c F ."noq.m ' lbrlri'c...

_'==27,"' "0 M,e ..

OJ-. ......... ID lids dDcbIl dcIl1MnIIld AdnDI1IIo', "'r""- OfIbi_ ca Ii b

... dID~ ofdlD AulIlotily'a.lmllcllcdOll n..paaeI,_"nnaaIy1buIlIl....~ IIabcI
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GUpIIr.

For JIiDjlOiIlI afTeIIIL~ADa.16S-4-104,'" dlfinllialofpiJlla lIliUdtI.,.l&wJJ7"'''''.,

wida -- .CIJllio* to lbiI 0-. 1-.Ja1 iDdiWIuaJ,~ Of4'lltlDiiillllp,

-'It!oa, CClIplIftIioll Of jolDt ItIlUII: QllIIIpIIIy oIIirfIII t. ill'" puIdIo CllllI* adio !Mpbllllll

anIIlO~ II>' \be1WeIII_, ,""."""P'ri.....,w

Tbe AuI1Iod1y'I ... of judIdlollGII CMlf CMRS PIOiIllat 1mp1b1c147 U.s.c. f 31"(1),

wbIIlh WdII "" Ibe )llIl'YIIIcIl of wdvelll IIeI'Uloe. W1Ia .. '''I'd" __ IIlI1deI WII..w1

lIlII\'illelllppOlt_lIllCmldeottollllll~C4II1 ' IDII·• .I..tl.....••• 47U.S.c.t214(1)(6)

III!!Iorbw tbo Pedlnl Oommun...... ()mvnipIaa~ I\> I*bmdlIB'J'Cd""dm I

,
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law•..! Moll'0IIJierv ...... 1IlIt....... to....NIP".Ie ry mmml......jad acllUllllllldqBl'C"

d ~ .,,,P'Gl _ Jll'OY!de .. FCC "w\dI III aflhIalM ell 1"11'" 0lIQft of ; • , ' ~

jurilCiodoa or1be IIIIe convnlp!og 1IIItIt1Icb,/arildlcdallIO]lIIfilIal tile' 's db'"

Thll ,-l mIed thIl tbe FCC It 1!Ie llJIIIIIlIIIlIIlbnaa Ibr~ 10 pa.- ETC 

pwiUlll 10 47 U,S.C, I 214(0)(6). 'I1dI 0nI0r IIIIll _ II .., *"" -"..... I"" ....

..........bodbytbeFCC,

rr18TRBRIfOUORDIRIDTlUT:·
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7We. l$ISUAIMimlr Ct;tnWr if"""'WIld tbr IIGk ofaubject....jui. liorI

_~rec_._-



EXHIBITB

MAP OF NTCH'S CURRENT COVERAGE AREAS
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EXHIBIT C

WIRE CENTERS WITHIN THE REQUESTED
DESIGNATED SERVICE AREAS28

ALABAMA

I D/B/A S th C t I B II T I ht'B II th T Ie sou e ecommuDica IOns nco Oll en ."a e e ep, one
ClLl Wire Center Name
ATHNALCFCM1 (Athens, no name)
ATHNALCRDM1 (Athens, no name)
ATHNALERRSO Athens-Elk River
ATHNALMADSO Athens Main
CLMNALCCCM2 (Cullman, no name)
CLMNALFARSO Cullman-Fairview
CLMNALJCRSO Cullman-Jones Chapel
CLMNALMADSO Cullman-Main
CRLDALMARSO Courtland
DCTRALMTDSO Decatur-Main & Toll
FLRNALMADSO Florence-Main
FLRNAL 150MD (Florence, no name)
GRLYALMARSO Gurley-Main
HNVIALCACM2 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVIALLWDSO Huntsville-Lakewood
HNVIALMTCM2 Huntsville-Main & Toll
HNVIALMTDSO Huntsville-Main & Toll
HNVIALPWDSO Huntsville-Parkway

f--'"
(Huntsville, no name)HNVIALQUCM2

HNVIALRWDSO Huntsville-Research West
HNVIALUNDSO Huntsville-University
HNVIALUNXZX Huntsville-U niversity
HNVIAL03CM2 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVIAL03CM4 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVIAL15CM1 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVLAlBRRSO Hancevi lie-Bremen
HNVLALNMRSO Hanceville-Main
HRTSALNMRSO Hartselle-Main
HRTSALPERSO Hartselle-Pence
HZGRALMARSO Hazel Green-Main
KLLNALMARS4 Killen
LGTNALMARSO Leighton
MDSNALNMDSO Madison-Main
MOLTALNMDSO Moulton
RDBAALMARSO Red Bay

28 For unnamed wire centers, approximate location is given in parentheses where available.



RLVLALMADSO Russellville
SECTALAECM1 (no name)
SHFDALMTDSO Sheffield-Main & Toll
TWCKALMARSO Town Creek
RRVLALMARSO Rogersville

National Telephone Co. of Alabama

ClLl Wire Center Name t
CHRKALXADS2 Cherokee
MGRMALXARSO Margerum
BARTALXARSO Barton

I DID/AS th C t I B 11 T I b. f
TENNESSEE
B II th T Ie sou e ecommunlca IOns nco ou en ra e e eD one
CLLI Wire Center Name

."~O

ARTNTNBICMO (Arlington, no name)

ARTNTNMTRSO Arlington

BGSNTNMARSO Big Sandy

BlLSTNMARSO Bells

BLVRTNMADSO Bolivar

BLVRTNMADS1 Bolivar

BTSPTNMARSO Bethel Springs

BWVLTNMADS1 Brownsville

CMDNTNMADSO Camden

CRVlTNDADSO (Collierville, no name)

CVTNTNMTDS1 Covington

DYBGTNMADSO Dyersburg

DYERTNMTRSO Dyer

GBSNTNMTRSO Gibson

GDJTTNMARSO Grand Junction

GLSNTNMARSO Gleason

GNFDTNMTDSO Greenfield

GTWSTNSWRS5 Memphis-Southwind

HLLSTNMTRS5 Halls

HMBLTNMADS1 Humboldt

HNNGTNMARS5 Henning

HNSNTNMTRSO Henderson

HNTGTNMADSO Huntingdon

HRNBTNMTRS5 Hornbeak

JCSNTNMADSO Jackson-Main

JCSNTNNSDSO Jackson-Northside

JCSNTNOTCMO (Jackson, no name)

KNTNTNMARS5 Kenton

LXTNTNMADS1 Lexington

MARTTN040MD (Martin, no name)

MCKNTNMARSO McKenzie

MDTNTNMADSO Middleton



MEDNTNMADSO Medina

MILNTNMARSO Milan

MMPHTNBADSO Memphis-Bartlett

MMPHTNCKDSO Memphis-Cherokee

MMPHTNCTDSO Memphis-Chickasaw

MMPHTNCTX6X Memphis-Chickasaw

MMPHTNDUCMO (Memphis, no name)

MMPHTNELDSO Memphis-Eastland

MMPHTNFRDSO Memphis-Frayser

MMPHTNGTDSO Memphis-Germantown

MMPHTNHPRS5 Memphis-Humphreys

MMPHTNMADSO Memphis-Main

MMPHTNMADS1 Memphis-Main

MMPHTNMAXVX Memphis-Main

MMPHTNMTDSO Memphis-Midtown

MMPHTNOADS1 Mem ph is-Oakville

MMPHTNSLDSO Memphis-Southland

MMPHTNSTDSO Memphis-Southside

MMPHTNWWRSO Memphis-Westwood

MMPJTNAGDSO (no name)

MMPJTNAGDS1 (no name)

MMPJTNEYCMO (no name)

MMPJTN10CMO (no name)

MMPJTN60CM1 (no name)

MSCWTNMARSO Moscow

NWBRTNMARS5 Newbern

PARSTNMADS1 Paris

RDGLTNMARS5 Ridgely

RPLYTNMADSO Ripley

SLMRTNMTDSO Selmer

SOHNMSDCRSO Southaven

SOVLTNMTDSO Somerville

SVNHTNMTDSO Savannah

TPVLTNMARSO Tiptonville

TROYTNMTRS5 Troy

TRTNTNMADSO Trenton

UNCYTNBLCMO (Union City, no name)

UNCYTNMADSO Union City

WHVLTNMTRSO Whiteville

YRVLTNXACMO (Yorkville, no name)

IcT 1 hW tTes ennessee e eD one omDanv. nco
ClLl Wire Center Name
RTFRTNXARSO Rutherford
BRFRTNXADSZ Bradford
A1WDTNXARSO Atwood
TRZVTNXARS5 Trezevant



ICC k T I hroc ett e enl one Ollioanv. nco
ClLl

"-

Wire" Center Narl1e
ALAMTNXADS1 Alamo
FRSHTNXARS5 Friendship
MRCYTNXARS5 Maury City

LLCfTfd/b/ F f Cco fCC"fI Izens ommumca IOns omoanv a ron ler ommUDlca IOns 0 enn,essee.
eLLI Wire Center Name
LTHMTNZARSO Latham
PLVLTNXARSO Palmersville
MARTTNXADSO Martin
SHRNTNXADSO Sharon
SIDNTNXARSO Sidonia
DRSDTNXADSO Dresden

ICkR ITI hW Kest entuc (V ura e eD one oooerative nco
GJ.L1 Wire Center Name
YRVLTNXADSO Yorkville
TRMBTNXARSO Trimble
MSHLTNXARSO Mason Hall
BRZLTNXARSO Brazil

CTI hTennessee e eo: one Offioanv
CLLI Wire Center Name

.
CFTNTNXARSO Clifton
WYBOTNXADS1 Waynesboro
CNWDTNXADS1 Collinwood
SCHLTNXARSO Scotts Hill
BCTNTNXARSO Bruceton
PRSSTNXADS1 Parsons
DCVLTNXARSO Decaturville
SRDSTNXARS1 Sardis

°U IfAdTI hC ten urv e eOI one 0 amsvI e nco
CLLe Wire Center Name I

ADVLTNXADS1 Adamsville
MDVLTNXADSO MilledQevilie
MDVLTNXADSO Enville
SHLHTNXADSO Shiloh



EXHIBIT D

WIRE CENTERS WITHIN REQUESTED NON-RURAL
AND ENTIRE RURAL STUDY AREAS

ALABAMA

I D/B/A S th C t I B II T I h. fB II th T Ie sou e ecommumca IOnS nco ou en ra e e en one
ClLl Wirr; Center Name
ATHNAlCFCM1 (Athens)
ATHNALCRDM1 (Athens, no name)
ATHNALERRSO Athens-Elk River
ATHNALMADSO Athens Main
CLMNALCCCM2 (Cullman, no name)
ClMNALFARSO Cullman-Fairview
CLMNALJCRSO Cullman-Jones Chapel
CLMNALMADSO Cullman-Main
CRlDALMARSO Courtland
DCTRALMTDSO Decatur-Main & Toll
FLRNAlMADSO Florence-Main
FLRNAL150MD (Florence, no name)
GRLYALMARSO Gurley-Main
HNVIALCACM2 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVIAllWDSO Huntsville-Lakewood
HNVIALMTCM2 Huntsville-Main & Toll
HNVIALMTDSO Huntsville-Main & Toll
HNVIALPWDSO Huntsville-Parkway
HNVIALQUCM2 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVIALRWDSO Huntsville-Research West
HNVIALUNDSO Hu ntsville-University
HNVIALUNXZX Huntsville-University
HNVIAL03CM2 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVIAL03CM4 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVIAL15CM1 (Huntsville, no name)
HNVLALBRRSO Hancevi Ile-Bremen
HNVLALNMRSO Hanceville-Main
HRTSALNMRSO Hartselle-Main_.

HRTSALPERSO Hartselle-Pence_.

HZGRALMARSO Hazel Green-Main
KLLNALMARS4 Killen
LGTNALMARSO Leiqhton
MDSNALNMDSO Madison-Main
MOLTALNMDSO Moulton
RDBAALMARSO Red Bay
RLVLALMADSO Russellville
SECTALAECM1 (no name)
SHFDAlMTDSO Sheffield-Main & Toll
TWCKALMARSO Town Creek



I RRVLALMARSO I Rogersville

National Telephone Co. of Alabama

ClLl Wire Center Name t
CHRKALXADS2 Cherokee
MGRMALXARSO Margerum
BARTALXARSO Barton

I D/B/A S th C t ] B II T I h. f
TENNESSEE
B II th T 1e sou e ecommumca IOns nco Oll en ra e e eOJ one
ClLl Wire Center Name
ARTNTNBICMO (Arlington)

ARTNTNMTRSO Arlington

BGSNTNMARSO Big Sandy

BLLSTNMARSO Bells

BLVRTNMADSO Bolivar

BLVRTNMADS1 Bolivar

BTSPTNMARSO Bethel Springs

BWVLTNMADS1 Brownsville

CMDNTNMADSO Camden

CRVLTNDADSO (Collierville)

CVTNTNMTDS1 Covington

DYBGTNMADSO Dyersburg

DYERTNMTRSO Dyer

GBSNTNMTRSO Gibson

GDJTINMARSO Grand Juction

GLSNTNMARSO Gleason

GNFDTNMTDSO Greenfield

GTWSTNSWRS5 Memphis-Southwind

HLLSTNMTRS5 Halls

HMBLTNMADS1 Humboldt

HNNGTNMARS5 Henning

HNSNTNMTRSO Henderson

HNTGTNMADSO Huntingdon

HRN18TNMTRS5 Hornbeak

JCSNTNMADSO Jackson-Main

JCSNITNNSDSO Jackson-Northside

JCSNTNOTCMO (Jackson)

KNTNTNMARS5 Kenton

LXTNTNMADS1 Lexington

MARTTN040MD (Martin)

MCKNTNMARSO McKenzie

MDTNTNMADSO Middleton

MEDNTNMADSO Medina

MILNTNMARSO Milan

MMPHTNBADSO Memphis-Bartlett

MMPHTNCKDSO Memphis-Cherokee



.- -----

MMPHTNCTDSO Memphis-Chickasaw

MMPHTNCTX6X Memphis-Chickasaw
MMPHTNDUCMO (Memphis)

MMPHTNELDSO Memphis-Eastland

MMPHTNFRDSO Memphis-Frayser

MMPHTNGTDSO Memphis-Germantown

MMPHTNHPRS5 Memphis-Humphreys

MMPHTNMADSO Memphis-Main

MMPHTNMADS1 Memphis-Main

MMIPHTNMAXVX Memphis-Main

MMPHTNMTDSO Memphis-Midtown

MMPHTNOADS1 Memphis-Oakville

MMPHTNSLDSO Memphis-Southland

MMPHTNSTDSO Memphis-Southside

MMPHTNWWRSO Memphis-Westwood

MMPJTNAGDSO (no name)

MMPJTNAGDS1 (no name)

MMPJTNEYCMO (no name)

MMPJTN10CMO (no name)

MMPJTN60CM1 (no name)

MSCWTNMARSO Moscow

NWBRTNMARS5 Newbern

PARSTNMADS1 Paris

RDGLTNMARS5 Ridgely

RPLYTNMADSO Ripley

SLM RTNMTDSO Selmer

SOHNMSDCRSO Southaven

SOVLTNMTDSO Somerville

SVNHTNMTDSO Savannah

TPVLTN MARSO Tiptonville

TROYTNMTRS5 Troy

TRTNTNMADSO Trenton

UNCYTNBLCMO (Union City, no name)

UNCYTNMADSO Union City

WHVLTNMTRSO Whiteville

YRVLTNXACMO (Yorkville, no name)

IcC kttTI hroc e e enl one omoanv. nc,
elLl Wire Center Name
AlAMTNXADS1 Alamo
FRSHTNXARS5 Friendship
MRCYTNXARS5 Maury City

'U InfAdT I hC t.en urv e eOI one 0 amsvi e. c,
ClLl Wire Center Name
ADVlTNXADS1 Adamsville
MDVlTNXADSO Milledgeville
MDVlTNXADSO Enville
SHlHTNXADSO Shiloh



f IcW tK t k R IT I hes en uc cv ura e enl one oonera lVe nco
ClLl Wire Center Name
YRVlTNXADSO Yorkville
TRMBTNXARSO Trimble
MSHLTNXARSO Mason Hall
BRZLTNXARSO Brazil




