
I support the American Hospital Association’s (AHA) request for a blanket waiver of 
Section 97.113(a)(3) of the Federal Communication Commission’s Rules. This blanket 
waiver seeks to address the need for hospitals to utilize licensed amateur radio 
operators, on behalf of their employers, to participate in drills, exercises and periodic net 
check-ins using amateur radio equipment as a means of redundant communications. In 
the age of “Incident Management” responders are only as good as the training they have 
received prior to the “Incident”. 
 
In 2009, the FCC established a waiver process that would allow employees of 
governmental agencies to participate in emergency exercises and drills using amateur 
radio. Non governmental organization’s (NGO’s) were not included in this waiver 
process. The AHA request for waiver would allow hospitals, predominantly NGO’s, to do 
the same. 
 
What neither the current FCC waiver process nor the AHA request for a blanket waiver 
does is address the real issue. The waiver process is not only burdensome on the 
Commission, but also on the requester. The Commission has already recognized the 
importance of this type of training and indicated a willingness to allow for training for 
governmental employees through its waiver process. 
 
For the benefit of all parties concerned, consider the resolution adopted by the American 
Radio Relay League (ARRL) Board of Directors as a framework for a final solution. 
================ 
97.113 Prohibited Transmissions 
(a) No amateur station shall transmit: 
********* 
(3) Communications in which the station licensee or control operator has 
a pecuniary interest, including communications on behalf of an employer, 
except that the station licensee or control operator may, on behalf of an 
employer, participate in emergency preparedness and disaster drills that 
include Amateur operations for the purpose of emergency response, disaster 
relief or the testing and maintenance of equipment used for that purpose. 
 


