
COALITION FOR 4G IN AMERICA

March 18,2010

Via Hand Delivery

The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
Chairman
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House ofRepresentatives
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Coalition for 40 in America - MetroPCS Communications, Inc., Sprint Nextel
Corporation, T-Mobile USA, Inc., Clearwire Corporation, Rural Telecommunications Group,
Inc., Xanadoo Company, and Access Spectrum, LLC - write to express our strong support for
several key initiatives set forth in the National Broadband Plan that the Federal Communications
Commission recently submitted to Congress. These initiatives will promote new, competitive
wireless broadband services for consumers and also provide the means for establishing a
nationwide, interoperable broadband communications for public safety - both of which will
promote the creation ofjobs. In particular, we support the Commission's plan to:

• Quickly auction the Upper 700 MHz D Block for commercial use;

• Provide the public safety community with more competitive choice among commercial
partners; and

• Propose that Congress authorize a federal grant program to support the deployment and
operation of a nationwide public safety broadband network.

These initiatives provide the most effective framework available for ensuring the nation's
first responders have access to state-of-the-art, interoperable broadband wireless communications
in a timely fashion. We look forward to working with the Commission and public safety
community to flesh out these initiatives. We also look forward to working with public safety to
explore ways to give them more options in leveraging commercial networks and efficiencies.
Leveraging commercial networks can reduce public safety equipment and handset costs, ensure
continued technological innovation on par with commercial networks, and provide public safety
with valuable infrastructure and network support. In addition, we support legislation to authorize
appropriate federal grant programs to meet public safety broadband funding needs, including
legislation that would allow the proceeds of the D Block auction to be used to help fund a public
safety broadband network.

Aside from promoting vital public safety objectives, the Commission's Broadband Plan
will help meet the exploding consumer demand for broadband services by quickly auctioning the
D Block for commercial use. The commercial licensing of this spectrum, which has been
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delayed for a number ofyears, will allow new, competitive wireless services to be deployed on
this valuable spectrum, which in turn will promote economic growth and new jobs. As we have
previously proposed to the Commission, we also support FCC action to combine the Upper 700
MHz A Block spectrum with the D Block so that this combined spectrum can be licensed in a 12
MHz block. This will promote efficiencies and the highest, best use of this valuable spectrum.

We commend the Commission for the leadership it has shown in developing the
initiatives in the National Broadband Plan for promoting public safety communications and
licensing the D Block for commercial use. We are committed to working with Congress, the
Commission, and the public safety community to bring these plans to fruition.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Mark A. Stachiw
Mark A. Stachiw
Executive Vice President,

General Counsel and Secretary
Metro PCS Communications, Inc.
2250 Lakeside Boulevard
Richardson, TX 75082

/s/ Thomas J. Sugrue
Thomas J. Sugrue
Vice President Government Affairs
T-Mobile USA, Inc.
401 9th Street NW
Suite 550
Washington, DC 20004

lsi Chris Murray
Chris Murray
Vice President - External Affairs
Clearwire Corporation
815 Connecticut Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20006

lsi Mark Pagon
Mark Pagon, CEO
Xanadoo Company,
225 City Avenue, Suite 100
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

cc: The Honorable Joe Barton
The Honorable Rick Boucher
The Honorable Cliff Stearns

/s/ Lawrence R. Krevor
Lawrence R. Krevor
Vice President, Spectrum
Sprint Nexte1 Corporation
900 7th Street NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20001

/s/ Michael! Gottdenker
Michael!. Gottdenker
Chainnan and CEO
Access Spectrum, LLC
3 Bethesda Metro Center
Suite 500
Bethesda, MD 20814

lsi Caressa D. Bennet
Caressa D. Bennet
General Counsel
Rural Telecommunications Group, Inc.
lOG Street NE, Suite 710
Washington, DC 20002


