
 
 

 
 
 
 

March 25, 2010 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W., Room TW-B204 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
   Re: United States Cellular Corporation  
    GN Docket No. 09-51 
    WC Docket No. 05-337 
 
Madam Secretary: 
 
 In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206, we 
hereby provide you with notice of an oral ex parte presentation in connection with the above-
captioned proceeding.  On March 24, 2010, John Gockley, Grant Spellmeyer, and undersigned 
counsel, on behalf of United States Cellular Corporation, met with Sharon Gillett, Jennifer 
McKee, Randolph Clarke, and James Schlichting concerning the Commission’s implementation 
of the National Broadband Plan. 
 
 We discussed the impact on rural citizens of the Commission’s plan to “immediately” 
limit the number of lines that a competitive eligible telecommunications carrier (“CETC”) 
submits for purposes of drawing high-cost support.  Commitments made to state commissions 
and underlying communities to construct new cell sites will be proportionately scaled back, 
denying new and competitive wireless service to rural citizens who are asking for improved 
service.   
 
 Moreover, when U.S. Cellular builds a tower with support, it makes a separate 
investment in 3G broadband that will also not happen when a cell site is cancelled.  We also 
talked about how the one per household rule is not applied, or contemplated, with respect to 
wireline networks, which provision service only to the household.  On the other hand, wireless 
carriers provision coverage and capacity to ensure that each person in a household has the ability 
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to communicate throughout the entire service area.  Tying support for mobile handsets to a 
household makes little sense – support is used to build out the entire network. 
 
 We suggested that disaggregation of support under FCC rule 54.315 is a viable means of 
ensuring that CETCs only get support when they build facilities outside of rural population 
centers.  The FCC’s authority to mandate that carriers target support more accurately is not 
subject to dispute and could be implemented quickly. 
 
 If you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact 
undersigned counsel directly. 
 
     Sincerely, 

      
     David A. LaFuria 
 
 
 
cc: Sharon Gillett, Esq. 
 Jennifer McKee, Esq. 
 James Schlichting, Esq. 
 Randolph Clarke, Esq. 
 John Gockley, Esq. 
 Grant Spellmeyer, Esq. 
 
 


