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RE: International Comparison and Consumer Survey Requirements in the Broadband
Data Improvemr.ni Act, GN Docket No. 09-47; A National Broadband Plan for Our
Future, GN Docket No. 09-51; Inquiry Concerning the Deployment of Advanced
Telecommunications Capability to all Americans in a Reasonable and Timely
Fashion, and Possible Steps to Accelerate Such Deployment Pursuant to Section 706
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, as Amended by the Broadband Data
Improvement Act, GN Docket No. 09-137; Implementation of Section 304 of the
Telecommunications Act 00996; Commercial Availability of Navigation Devices, GN
Docket No. 97-80

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On March 25,2010, David Young, Will Johnson and I had a conference call with Bill
Lake, Chiefof the Media Bureau, and staffers Mary Beth Murphy, Alison Neplokh, Jeffrey
Neumann, and Brendan Murray to discuss recommendations in the National Broadband Plan
related to set-top box and CableCARD issues.

The Plan recommends that the FCC launch a proceeding to require that all video providers
deploy a new "gateway" device or "equivalent functionality" by December 31, 2012 that would
replace current, operator-leased set-top boxes. In light of the dynamic nature ofthis portion of the
marketplace - with relevant standards-development work well underway - and the complex and
highly technical issues that inevitably will be involved in such a proceeding, we urged the FCC to
adopt a Notice of Inquiry (NOI), rather than a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), in order
to enable the Commission and other stakeholders to have a full record and the necessary time to
consider and analyze these complicated and important issues.

The Plan also caIIs for the FCC to adopt rules by the fall of 2010 to "fix" certain
CableCARD issues. At least with respect to certain of the proposed "fixes" that have the potential
to create new technology mandates and that could have broader implications towards the
Commission's longer term proposals concerning the use of gateway devices, we urged the FCC to
consider these issues in the context of the broader proceeding concerning standards for gateway
devices, rather than adopting new rules in an expedited proceeding. In particular, the Plan
recommends that the FCC adopt rules that would ensure that retail CableCARD devices can access
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programming that cable operators may have migrated to a Switched Digital Video (SDV) delivery
system. While Verizon does not use SDV technology, we are concerned about the unintended
consequences that could flow from new technology mandates - particularly new mandates that
address cable-centric technology. Further, we are concerned that any determinations related to
how devices access video programming made outside the context or in advance ofthe set-top box
proceeding could inhibit the development of solutions related to any future "gateway" device.
Thus we urge the FCC to consider any such "fixes" only in connection with the broader record that
will be developed in connection with the Commission's proposals concerning "gateway" devices.

Sincerely,

cc: Bill Lake


