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December 16, 2009

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

We are writing to you as Members of Congress representing rural districts that depend on
increased investment in mobile wireless broadband services to close the rural digital divide. We
urge the Federal Communications Commission to help meet the needs of our constituents and
move expeditiously to adopt final rules governing the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
spectrum.

We commend the Administration and the Commission for making broadband access to
all American households and broadband deployment a priority. While the Commission's
planned February report to Congress on broadband will be helpful, we would urge the
Commission not to delay ongoing rulemakings that would be consistent with the
Administration's broadband priorities and could free up spectrum immediately. We are
particularly concerned that the WCS rulemaking, which would make near-term wireless
broadband deployment possible in the 2.3 GHz band, not be further delayed.

The 2.3 GHz WCS spectrum has been mostly fallow for over a decade in large part
because final technical rules have not been· adopted. Until final rules exist, equipment
manufacturers and wireless network operators cannot offer consumers cost-effective wireless
mobile broadband services. In rural areas, where the need for these services is particularly acute,
it is critical that we make spectrum available without further delay. We understand that technical
rules for the WCS spectrum were drafted by the Commission almost a year ago, but are still
awaiting Commission approval. We know that you are addressing a backlog of inherited issues
and an aggressive policy agenda, but we urge you to make this critical issue a top priority. In
addition to the anti-consumer effects of further delay, the companies who hold the licenses now
face summer 2010 FCC buildout requirements, making swift resolution of the rules governing
the spectrum even more critical.

On behalf of our constituents, we urge the Commission to make mobile broadband
deployment in rural America a priority and expeditiously adopt the WCS rules. Please keep us
informed ofthe Commission's plans and when final rules for the WCS spectrum are expected to
be adopted. Thank you for your consideration.
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December 16,2009

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chainnan, Federal Communications Commission
445 12'" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

We are writing to you as Members of Congress representing rural districts that depend on

increased investment in mobile wireless broadband services to close the rural digital divide. We

urge the Federal Communications Commission to help meet the needs of our constituents and

move expeditiously to adopt final rules governing the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)

spectrum.

We commend the Administration and the Commission for making broadband access to

all American households and broadband deployment a priority. While the Commission's

planned February report to Congress on broadband will be helpful, we would urge the

Commission not to delay ongoing rulemakings that would be consistent with the

Administration's broadband priorities and could free up spectrum immediately. We are

particularly concerned that the WCS rulemaking, which would make near~tenn wireless

broadband deployment possible in the 2.3 OHz band, nol be further delayed.

The 2.3 OHz WCS spectnun has been mostly fallow for over a decade in large part

because final technical rules have not been adopted. Until final rules exist, equipment

manufacturers and wireless network operators cannot offer consumers cost-effective wireless

mobile broadband services. In rural areas, where the need for these services is particularly acute,

it is critical that we make spectrum available without further delay. We understand that technical

niles for the WCS spectrum were drafted by the Commission almost a year ago, but are still

awaiting Commission approval. We know that you are addressing a backlog of inherited issues

and an aggressive policy agenda, but we urge you to make this critical issue a top priority. In

addition to the anti-consumer effects of further delay, the companies who hold the licenses now

face summer 20 I0 fCC buildout requirements, making swift resolution of the rules governing

the spectrwn even more critical.

On behalf of our constituents, we urge the Commission to make mobile broadband

deployment in rural America a priority and expeditiously adopt the WCS rules. Please keep us

infonned of the Commission's plans and when final rules for the WCS spectrum are expected to

be adopted. Thank you for your consideration.

PIlINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Sincerely

Ben Ray Lujan Tom Perriello

-
Member of Congress

Mau ~ ce D. Hinchey

Frank Kratovil

Member of Congress

Steve Kagen

Member of Congress

£-~~UP-
Harry Teague

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Tim Holden

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

-



Martin Heinrich

Member of Congress

Bruce Braley

Walt Minnick

Member of Congress

.. ..
~"f"+
Jo n Boccieri

Member of Congress

Member of Congress



CC:

Commissioner Meredith Baker

Commissioner Michael Copps

Commissioner Mignon Clyburn

Commissioner Robert McDowell



OFFICE OF

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

March 3, 2010

The Honorable John Boccieri
U.S. House of Representatives
1516 Longworth House Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Boccieri:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SDARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SOARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any fUl1her questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•
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March 3,2010

The Honorable Bruce Braley
U.S. House of Representatives
1019 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Braley:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service eWCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interFerence issues that might exisl
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SOARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important marter. ffyou have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

:...---- .
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WASHINGTON

March 3, 2010

The Honorable Parker Griffith
U.S. House of Representatives
417 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Griffith:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SDARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SOARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

---- .
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The Honorable Martin Heinrich
U.S. House of Representatives
1505 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Heinrich:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SDARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

:---- .



OFFICE OF

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSiON
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March 3, 2010

The Honorable Maurice D. Hinchey
U.S. House of Representatives
2431 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hinchey:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

1 appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

---- .
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March 3, 2010

The Honorable Tim Holden
U.S. House of Representatives
2417 Rayburn House Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Holden:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Oigital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SOARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•
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The Honorable Steve L. Kagen
U.S. House of Representatives
1232 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Kagen:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co~

exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•
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The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick
U.S. House of Representatives
1123 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Kirkpatrick:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopled for SDARS did not address operation ofSDARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SDARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

---= .
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WASHINGTON

March 3, 2010

The Honorable Frank M. Kratovil, Jr.
U.S. House of Representatives
314 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Kratovil:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SDARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, tile general service rules
adopted for SDARS did not address operation ofSDARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SDARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SDARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

1 appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

---- .
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The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan
U.S. House of Representatives
502 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lujan:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SDARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SDARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations localed in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SDARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•
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March 3, 2010

The Honorable Walt Minnick
U.S. House of Representatives
1517 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Minnick:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SDARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997. the general service rules
adopted for SDARS did not address operation of SDARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SDARS repealers and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SDARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important maHer. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•
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The Honorable Tom Perriello
U.S. House of Representatives
1520 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Perriello:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co·
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SOARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•
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WASHINGTON

March 3, 2010

The Honorable Ciro O. Rodriguez
U.S. House of Representatives
2351 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Oear Congressman Rodriguez:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits thal
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation ofSDARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Julius Genachowski

•
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March 3, 2010

The Honorable John T. Salazar
U.S. House of Representatives
326 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Salazar:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SOARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997> the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation of SOARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SOARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/SOARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as pan of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•
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March 3,2010

The Honorable Zack Space
U.S. House of Representatives
315 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Space:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WC )
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share yom view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proce ding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exis
between WCS and the atellite Digital Audio Radio ervice (SDARS). Although ser ice rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997 the general service rules
adopted for SDARS did not address operation of SDARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty of resolving interference issues between SDARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are to resolve the WCS/ DARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance oftechnical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SDAR
service. We will place your letter in the record to consid r as palt of om deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. If you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Julius Genachowski

•
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March 3, 2010

The Honorable Harry Teague
U.S. House of Representatives
1007 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 205 I5

Dear Congressman Teague:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
proceeding currently pending before the Commission. I share your view about the benefits that
wireless broadband service will bring to the public, and your desire to resolve this proceeding
quickly.

The Commission is actively engaged in addressing interference issues that might exist
between WCS and the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SDARS). Although service rules
for both were issued when the services were established in 1997, the general service rules
adopted for SOARS did not address operation ofSDARS repeaters. A principal challenge has
been the difficulty ofresolving interference issues between SDARS repeaters and WCS
operations located in adjacent frequency bands in a way that will permit the two services to co
exist.

My goals are (0 resolve the WCS/SDARS proceeding as expeditiously as possible in
order to determine the appropriate balance of technical parameters that will enable WCS
licensees to offer new mobile services to the public while preserving high quality SOARS
service. We will place your letter in the record to consider as part of our deliberations.

I appreciate your interest in this very important matter. Jfyol! have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact me.

•


