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Dear Chaivman Genschowski end Commissioners:

Currently, ] serve as an Isanti County Commissioner representing the Spencer Brook, Stanford and Athens
Towmships located in central Minnesota. Inmy role as County Commissioner, I sit on a wide-ranging number of
boards end committess, including the Cenral Minnesota Jobs Training Workfores, Economic Development, Labor
Management, and Library Boged and Meno Bmergency Service Board. Isanti County is home to more than 39,000

Minnesotans

As a elvie leader in Iy community, I recognize the Important ways broadband can help foster community
development in rurg) aregs, and I wory that the application of new net neutrality ragulations to broadband could
resylf in a number of unintended consequences. Thus, Lam wiiting to express my apprehension regarding the
Comumigsion’s deefsion to pursue the implementation of net neutrality regulations as proposed in the Open Internst

Notjoe of Proposed Rulemaking,

Rural communities face many unique challenges in increasing broadband adaption, including fssues posed by
demographics and nerwor availability. According to the Pew Internet and American Lifs Project, “Rural
Amerioans tend to be older, less avid online nsays and thus less Interested In home connections, And some parts of
rural America also don't have the Infrastructure for providing broadband at home,” Whils the Administrasion has
attempied to tackle some those challenges through the National Telecommunications & Informatfon
Administration’s Broadband Technology Opportunities Program grants and the National Broadband Plan’s
suggestion to reform the Universal Servioe Fund, there is still a lot of work Jeft t0 be done 1o fully conneet our rural

communities,
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One silver lining for the rural infraspructure challenge Is the recent and continued progresa of wireless broadband —
making it possible 1o connect anyone anywhere. Applying néw net neutrality regylations to this continually evolving
rechnology could pose dissstrous consequences to its wiility, In the past 25 years, mobile technology has grown fram
a device capable of only making calls to the equivalent of g computer in your hand, all withour any form of net
neutrality regulation. Until the Commission ean assure the proposed regulations will not negatively impact wireless
broadband and substantiate its decision with data and vesearch, I see no need to implement new net neutrality

regularions.

Moreover, 1 implote the Commission to employ the same metﬁcdology and public discourse as it used to eraft the
National Broadband Plan so Amerieang in all aress of the country can have an opportunity to weigh in during this

critical debate.

Sinceraly,

ML.—DWM_-

Kurt Daudt
Tsanti County Commissioner




