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[officer killed]

ROBERYTS
Continued From Pags 1
hls]_l;muilv-' i
he neighborhood s hy s
reputation as being tﬂmnm

"We feel like he was part o our
family,” Thomas sald, “We all app eciat-
el him being here and making a ciffer-
ence.”

Lisa Timmer oversees 72 neighoor-
hnnd walch programs as o Haison for

a police District 2, which inclixles
r Springs.
'I 'm receiving e-mails from the com-
munity and cails.” she said Thursday.
“There's o huge outpouring from the
public already,

“Snme were calling me last night.
crying,” Timmer said, “It’s going 10 be a
dark cay.”

Tampa police Officer Frank Kelley met
Toberts 12 years ago when both men
served in the military. Fle remembers his
friend’s “sense of humor, his wide smile,
his lnugh and his ability © make ihe
darkest day a littke brighter,”

Roberts” recent promotion meant a
transfer from the departiment’s K-9 Unit
— and that was difficult for him,

“Hee boved that job,” said Kelley, godfa-
ther to Roberts’ 3.year-old son, Adam.
“He lived and breathed 1. 1 asked him
how he was going 10 leave the dogs. He
said ilmn:nlnmnhchani'

Roberts |

Sll

Tribwine phwda ey SCOTT ISKOWETZ

young. dedicated officer.” sald police
Maj. George McNamara,

Roberts, a veteran of the 1.5, Air Force:
and Ammy, won a lifesaving award with
the department in 2005 for his handling
of a man threatening suicide.

Police Chief Stephen Hogue said Rob-
erts arrived at the Howard Frankland
Bridge and found the man with a rope
armund his neck and one leg over the
railing. He tatked the man out of jump-
Ing and pulled him back 1o safety.

“He was able to save that man's life,”
Hogue said,

In March, Roberts was called 10 help

finel a missing toddier. As officers waited
for tracki 10 arrive at the apart-
ment eomplesx, Raberts looked inslde the

vehicles in the parking lot. He found the
child inside a hot vehicle: she had
climbed inside but conldn’t get out.

In addition (0 dozens of letiers of
appreciation from  residents,  Roberts®
personnel file includes a long letter
commending him for the compassion he
showed the family of a homicide victim,

He also received a “Catch of the
Manth™ award for Intervening between
two groups al an apariment comples,
thwarting a possible shootoul.

“He was a very good, hard-working
police corporal,” Hogue sald. “We pro-
moted him and we only promote a very
few and only the best, and he was ome of
those.”

Mayor Pam lorde called Roberts' death
“a terrihle tragedy,” offering condolenc-
5 1o his family and the di.manmenn She

and was commended onn‘!ills dillgence.
Supervisors sald he was the ype of
officer 1o see something and act. rather
than walt untl a call from dispatch,

It was what he did about 10 pm.
Wednesday when he smw a man pushing
a full shopping cart at Nebraska Avenie
and Arctic Street, an area beset by a
recen! msh of burglarhes.

Rohers stopped 1o investigate.

He was shot within minues.

"Their hearts are broken’

Roberts Jeaves behind his sen and his
wife, Cynthin, as well as a stunned
depnriment,

“This is just a horrible, 1ragic crime

has deck that all city of Tampa flags
th;k'lbelmd to half-stafl in memn-
v ol

“He was lnved by his fellow police
officers.” she said oulside Tampa Gener-
al Mospital an hour after Roberts was
mnmmmd dead. "Their hearts are .

. He loved his wile and son, That was
all he talked about.”

In a stalement Thursday, lorio said:
“Gunned down while working to make
Tampa a safer place o live. Cpl. Roberts
served as an example of the mustanding
commitment and dedication of our po-
lice force. May his son grow up knowing
that his Father was our hern,”

Mews Chanmal B reporter fernifer Leigh
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"We feel like he was part of our family. We all
appreciated him being here and making a difference”
TONYA THOMAS,

i community coondinator for the Sulphar Springs
MEMORIAL FUND

A fund has been established for tha I of T, Mike
Foberts. Donations wbemadelomwm Dolummwmm

Memorial
sauudmwau Frankdin St., Tampa FL 33602 In the memao saction,
write: Col. Mike Roberts Memoral Fund,
Union: “m wnummm’ -
= be to
g dceot payabls to Cynthia

-
News Channed & phato by DAVID KRAUT

Cpl. Wike Roberts had the 1o made the darkest day a Nttie
mmmwmwmm?»mm

Trihwme phda by SOOTT ISKOWTTZ
Tampa police Chief Stephen Hogue described Roberts as among “the best™ in the
department and rocafied how he tafiked a man out of hanging himsaif,

that hes been commitied against this  comribued o this repors.
ert camovflage hackpack.
POLICE “Delgadn stated that he is a
SHOOTING disabled veteran who is trving 1o
] gain additional financial assis-
Contlnved From Page 1 tance from the govemment in

officer.

said. Delgadn was arresied late |
Wednesday and charged with
murder of a law enforcement

order 1o oblain or arrange some
housing,” the report states.
"Delgado does have family in
Oldsmar 1o whom he is current-
Iy not ralking.”

Delgado s confined in Orent |
Road Jail on sulckde walch, with |

a deputy keeping an eve on him
24 hours a day. e Is heing held
in the highest security level,
meaning any lime he leaves his

cell, he will be In handeniTs and
FALLENOERCES box chains, Hillshorough Coun-
Cpl. Mike Roberts & flwe 2700 ty sherifs Col. lim Previtera
Tawnpat police afficer killed in sabll. Delgado only will be al-
the line of duty sbice 1055 ant lowed 10 keave the cell one hour
the gorwnth in the past fon a day. and during that time he
decacies. The other xic are: can shower or walk around in-
e | MANRC
4 Evans said Delgado, who
Weck m"“ shaoting sus- served as a police officer in the
: Virgin Islands from April 1996 10
o i b October 2000, had bren staying
iy This Gcfios Bcoptar with family in Oldsmar since

he
was In crashed near the Howard
Frankland Bricige on Jan 18,
Y995, during a search for a miss-
Ing Nrefighter

April but had becorne “basically
homeless.” He declined to get
real help for his health lssues,
she saitl.

Family at the Dldsmar home

al. given 1o soldiers who serve
honombly during a time of na-
tional emergency, MecNoron
said, Delgado did oot serve in
Iraq or Afghanistan,

He worked a1 Fort Lee in
Virginda and had his lasi duty
station with the 82nd Airbome
at an Neagg iu North I".alnﬂnn.

mmw;mmm:w
‘Humberto Delgade Jr. was arrested in a yard off Yison Street not far
from where Cpl. Mike Roberts was shot on Nebraska Avenue.

with him years ago, he didn't
display violent tendencies.
“He's a very, very smart, very
bright kid, very antistic, I'm just
surprised, I'm snrprised,”
mdmmhmhmw any-
thing clse © say aboul what
happened. she sald, “There's
nothing really dight 1o say at this

% 1o h
cords from the Mmy. Nefore hlf.
discharge. he was sent 1o Com-
pany C. Womack Army Medical
Center a1 Fort Aragg. a base
hospital. Separation papers
don’t indicate whether he
worked at the hospital or re-

The only thing is that
we'll pray for him. Pray for him
and pray for the family Ihai Tost

Delgado inld the deputy he
had a nearby storage locker,

The deputy wamed Delgado
aboul the park’s hours and sald
that Monday would be his lasi
morning to spend there. He iold
Delgado 1o make ather arrange-
ments, Delgado said he under-
stooel he conld be issued a tres-
pass waming or be cited for
vinlating an ordinance il he con-
tinued living in the park. the

stales,

Nearly three days later, he
was arrested for R 5" death,
He is scheduled 1o have an
initial court appearance today
hefore Hillshoraugh County Cir-
cuit Il_ulm Walter Hednrich,

thedr dad or their
Haalth had deteriorated

Tampa police Chief Sieve
Hi said the fact that Delga-
da himsell had been a police
officer “makes it even more dif-
ficult 10 understand how some-
hody with a law enforcement
background conld do some-
thing like this.”

But in the years after leaving
the: police force, Delgado’s men-
tal health deterforated, said Ga-
briel Reyes. who attended Si.
Crolx Central High School with
Dehmln. Still, Reyes said he had
never known Delgado (o be vio-
InrlL In fact. In school. Delgadn

Ricky Chilers, who wera fatally declined 1o cominent. BEvans celved treatment there.
shot May 19, 1998, while trans- said he had been clinically diag-  tn March 2007, while fiving in
m’?&mﬁd. nosed with bipolar disorder. Fayeteville, Delgado and Fvnm
i U o Hslwdcuﬂda "l knew something was had ason — Gadicloh Del
\restiod] sy CHildars' g mnd hecause | hadn't heand  Delgado also has two chi
turned the weapon an the de- fmm im.” she said. who Ilu:idkn the Virgin Ishnds.
tectives. Carr also shot and Evans said,
kified a state trooper before Reasons for dischage uncertain 10 4 e wha has known
killng himsaelf She said he has a temper and Delgado sinee she was 15 and
+ Dfficer Lois Marrero, a 19-year sometimes doesn’t know whar thl:'{m:le living in St. Croix, said
vateran who was gunned down | fyes doing, and that he had been — his life has been filled with trials
SN G medically discharged fram the and tribulation but that she al-
rovipriay s first friegd Army because an injured ways considered him a sweel
offices kilad In the line of duty. back and the mental health fs-  person and a good father.

S b B R st n thelr last

dedFoh 25,2006, when a
drundusn drivar ran a red Bght
and smashed Into his unmarked

According 1o Army spokes-
man L. Col. ichard McNorton,
pado was a former private

vehlele. s«rm;;-olomﬁlhe first elass for the Army, joining
department sorved % In Angust 2004 and serving until
JorPam e botig e, December 2005, MeNorton said
s on his way home after

dropping o1t larlo when he was. that bocause of privacy reasons
Killaci, he conld not say why Delgado
For a complete st of Tampa Telt, but that his service was
officers kiled in the line of duty. “hanorable.”

£0 10 wwow Lampagov.net/ Delgado was a peiroleum
dept_pofice. supply specialist, foeling vehi-
Sorree: Tampe Pobice Deparimernt: cles or aircrafl, e eamed the
Tritumne arrhilvs

Natfonal Defense Service Med-

which occorred via eAmnII
maonths agn. Gz sald Delgado
tobd her he felt lonely, She said
he told her a lot of things
happen 1o him but he stays
hopeful in God's name.

“1 didd not invent a lot of siuff
to happen, but I'm siil! trying 1o

overcome all the evil and Irying
o keep It real” she said he
Wi,

She safd she always knew he
had a menial health condition,
but that when she spent time

1 Reyes

Wedncsduy‘s arrest vmsnt
Delgado’s Mirsi enconnter with
law enforcement this week.

About 1 a.m. Monday, Pinel-
las County Depiity Russell Klar
saw Delgato. who “appeared 1o
be living a1 the Veterans Memo-
rial Park in the city of Oldsmar.™
a report siates, Delgado was
sleeping near a restrnom in the
picnic pavilion af the park’s
noriheast corner and had boen
seen walking east on Lafayetie
Boulevard with a large tan des-

State A y Pam
ﬂm!dl said her office Mllnfrpm
any bail for Delgado.

Prosecutors have 45 days
from the time a suspect Is ar-
ralgned 1o decide whether to
seck the death penalty.

Legal exports sald that deci-
sion is based on the nature of
the crime and the personal and

inal history of the

On Facchook. Delgado said
he believes in a higher power
and loves his children. Describ-
ing himsell on MySpace, he
wrote: “Hi people of the world |
am here just chilling in my own
meditation, Enjoving life with-
onl any judgment because \ft
all got the same blessi
just have tn wail patien) uni

we receive, One Love. In this
wurld of tra M we go
thraugh our differences and dis-
agreements a whole lot more
than we really notice hut that’s
why wo survive. We survive
through realness.”

Trilnerse reporier Tom Brennen
aiiel News Channel 8 reparter
WNatalle Shepiverd contribeeted o
this repert, Reporter fosh Poltilove
can b reached at (113} 259- /81
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HIGH 79, LOW 86 There's a 30 percent chance of rain. 1o R9e) U Meyword: Pat Names, to see If your pat has a name bwin.

Thanksgiving 11.24.2009 +100/O

Hollday moviegoers have a diverse mix of films
they can check out. DETAILS, Page 8 m
4 The unexpectedly high

volume for October Is
attributed to the
approach of a tax credit
deadiine that ultimately
was extencled.

DETARLA, Bustnass,
—— and The Tanpa Times "o

“You know, [ keep a can
of salmon or tuna at my
desk That's what we do”
Hillshoreugh County commissians:
"Iust order a sandwich
ring from Publix, that's
what people do and
that's responsible”

" RONDA STORMS
Eate senator

- Agency
~ spends
$20,000
on food

Tampa Bay Workforce Alliance paid for
lunch deliverles s and restaurant meals.

A West Tampa club with a big-league history has major ‘
safety and sanitation issues and a funding problem. ‘

Little League park
faces lousy odds

By STEVE ANDREWS

sandrews @wfla.com
Al a time when Florida’s unemployment
rale continies o rise, & Tampa Bay area
agency that finds work for the unemployerd
has spent thousands of dollars o have food

Aol 1

SaafTf photos IJ\S"N REINKEN

to fts headquarters and pay for
meals at local restavranis.
Dftvia Valdes, 11, swings at a pitch from coach Todkd Cenal om Mov, 77 it the West Tampa Litthe League complex, An examination of credit card stalements
and other records shows that the Tampa Day
By MATHY STEELE four ball fields. Waorkforce Alliance spent more than $20,000
kstesle B lamoatrib.com A sweep of the fields and facilities 1o clean up what on food in the past 13 months.
ST TAMP « I midmoming at the West homeless people have left behind is the firsi thing A News Channel 8 {nvestigation found:
Tnm v Linthe Leagne comple, parents do on game days. * In December 2008, the agency spent more
oemer ladies” testroom and a conces-  “All the fields are open (o them 1o do what they than $600 at the Spagheit Warchose.
s‘mn stanel on Jamalca Street are closed,  want,” said M Ie(‘nmlm. the league's vice president. *In June. I pal IanhlﬁGnnnnet Houso
unused for some time. Parents say homeless people are not the only So¢ WORKFORCE ALLIANCE, Page 6 -
The stench of urine is unmistakable. prohlem they confront at one of the city’s most storfed
A sidewalk omside the adj men's has ks, Founded In the early 1960s at MacFarlane — e =
telliale stains and droppings. Earlier in the morning, Park. it fostered a roster of Ioture major league haseball
wolunteers found two blankets in a dugont at one of the Sen LITTLE LEAGUE, Page 8 »
WSHLST HCC at risk
¥ A chain-link fence around the perimeter of the ball fields
M Additional lighting for batting cages and dark street corners or a.u 9
M More restrooms ’ o t
College's finances have discrepancies.,
By LINDSAY PETERSON
lpatersondtampatrib.com

TAMPA = A state st of Hillshorough Com-
munlly College reveals month after month of
“unreconciled differences” and raises ques-
tions abaouy how well the college keeps rack of

= == e e == Tevene.
- The auclitors didn’t imeover any frand but
said t‘ilncreqmndes in the coﬂqz:tn general
accouni the

risk that fmn.i conld go undetected.
ce, through a new loo aSS | LRI
’ amount of money deposited each month into

the bank and the amount recorded on the
days, singer/dancer/ pglass into a new Wonderand in a college’s general ledger,

A Miami actress Is re-energlzing

- » actor Janct Dacal modem-day spin on a classic story. See COLLEGE AUDIT, Page 6 »
the classic tale in "Wonderland. moves one siep closer 7| love this Alice becanse she is a
wnight to bringing a real woman with real Naws and real — Y ——
By WALT BELCHER new dimension 1o au-  issies,” » Dacal, who lias the lead
mmm lhoru:wk Carroll's “Al-  role in “Wonderland: Alice’s New Mu-
Bcontrotampa.com iee” legacy. sical Adventure.” o $3.5 million m- Vigil memorializes

The young Latina ac-  sical based on the |9th-century novels
TAMPA « After more than a month ol tress from Miami is about to take “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland™ ] U'l' lﬂt-l"llnﬂc‘ﬂlll
rehearsals, often putting in 12-hour sudiences through a new looking See WONDERLAND MUSICAL, Page 6~ | DETARS, Pape 5

mw UJTTEIWZ | mal mﬂ-’l‘g | mmnlmn | mmdmimmhm
]
LT
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Having the power to kéep yoli Sate
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WONDERLAND
MUSICAL

Continued From Page 1
and “Through the Looking
Gilass.”

tonight at Izu uly nmmul

David A. Straz Ir. Center for the
Performing Arts, which is pro-
dueing the musical with the goal
of getting it 10 Broadway,

udiences who attend the books

previows will see a work in
progress that will be tweaked for
the world premiere on Dec. 5,
The show will cun through Jan, 3

“I hefieve that If it were not for
my hair, D would not have work,”
Dacal says. “It's an extension of st

my personality: 1 am a very
Iupnr persan, 1 ke o laugh
be positive.

'My parents are Cuban and |
have spent the last 10 years in
begin Miami." says Dacal, who was
born tn Los Angeles and moved
10 Miami when she was 17. “My
mother i sa proud, she calls my
character Alicia.”

The original M(tas :{L l.hrli
was a it
who went mwl':l‘ziml ¢
tures in children’s aorim; wﬂl—
len by midd'lc-ag?d h.rhnlu

helore gofng on tour,

“It’s wonderful to be a part of
something that is being created
from the ground up for the first
Lirn':;.i‘ says Dntal.:‘dlm has been

ng in New York stage
ductions since 2005. Y

“Love it that this Aliee is on a

journey to find hersell.” she

says.

Dacal notes that her Alice also
has amly red halr and is of
Cuban descent, just like hersell.
She will have a different lnok
and attitude from the traditional
Alice, she says.

s
under the pen name of IM

Carroll.

Dacal she has never read
the staries but has seen
maovie versions, The “Alice” sto-

ries have been tumed into o=
merus stage
including Walt Disney's well
known 1951 animated “Alice in
Wonderland.”

“1 was always fascinaied with
Alice because the workd she
delves inlo seems so far-friched
am! so wacky and so much fun,”
she sayx.

“Wonderland”™ begins in pre-

plays and films, verge of

sent-day Manhattan where au-

thor Alice Comwinkle (Dacal) is

ng with her carcer, her

and relating 1o her
daugiuu Chioe (lulie Brooks).

“She ts having & breakdown at

A pm‘tv in her honor and she

lﬁmugh hnttzrgbu n

uII these l'anluti: characters
who relate 1o real penple in her
tike,” Dacal says.

“Wonderland.” the Nirst initia-
thve of the y Genesis
Pmject at the anm Arts
Center, features a score by
Frank Wildhorn (“lekyll &

“The Scarlet Pimpemel,”
'#:rm War®),

of the Alley Theatee in Haoston,
Is the director.
Wildhom says Dacal is on the
stardom.

it role, she will
this is the role,”

* SAYE,
He says she Iz a wonderful
musician and a great comedian.
“She’s like a Cuban Bema-

“Gilven the
be a star — a

Dacal says she has been
drawr to the aris since she was a

small child.
Iwmlld other things bui |
coming back 1o music and
|!mu:-. says Dacal, who stud-
fed mass communications and
Joumalism ai the University of
Miami.

She also worked as a backup
singer at Miami's Croscent
Moan Stidios, where she re-
conded chorus work for artisis
suich as Gloria Estefon, Jon Seca-

Black

Vibrations™ and in 2008 she cre-
ated the role of Carla, the ditsy
beauty salon assisiant In *In the

Heights,”™ the Tony Award-win-
nI nmiulmhlhrmnniul-
rrin,

Danl says she was offered a
role in the national tour of "In
the Heights™ but the mie of Alice
came along and she couldn’t
pass it up.

She and the cast have been
Ihing out of a hotel while the
play i taking shape.

acal says she loves the mu-
sie in "Wonderland” becuusne i
uwl-r: A wide mnge of st

3@4‘ he allnw wi
spiriy H nqlnmr

My Life,” ulng hr play’s
signature ballad, *Finding Won-
derland.”

She has duets with Sarasora
actor Darren Ritchie, who plays
Alico’s hushand, Jack. and the
‘White Knight.

A cast €D of “Wonderland:
Alice’'s New Musical Adven-
ture,” s available al the Straz
Center gift shop and m1
www.wonderdandthemusical
SR

Continued From Page 1

players and coaches, including Lou Pi-
niefla, Tony La Russa, Fred MeGrifl, Luis
Gonzalez and Tino Martinez.

Today, West Tampa parents worry
about children playing on hlw
next {o Pine Street, abou girls
along dark paths from one side of lhe
Trall fields 10 the other to sodas anl
snacks or 1o use the only operable
restroon, [t Is a restroom — one oilet
for women and one for men — that has
10 serve 500 or more players and fmily
members on game ¢

Two works ago the league’s president,
Randy Morgado, spatied o man who was
not a parent videotaping a 'T-hall game.
Tampa police said they conld not make
an arrest for videntaping in a public area,
But the man’s mug shot, from old arresis
inchuding driving under the influence
and battery on a law enforcement officer,
is poated at the league’s concession
stan.

League officials also cite the stabbing
n 2007 of & teenager near a concession
stand,

The moms and dads’ antennas are
way up at West Tampa Little ©

On a recent practice night they
waiched as a young boy ran into Pine
Streat to retrieve a foul ball, Moments
earlier a car had zipped along the road
toward MacDill Avenue, heading the
wrong way on the one-way street.

‘What could ease their minds, they say,
is a chain-link fence around the perim-
eter of the ball fickds, additional lighting
for batting cages and dark sireet comers
and more restrooms. The fence has been
on a wish list for at keast seven years,

dette Peters,” he “And she  da and Luis En
sings beautiful, with soul and a~ She appeared In the off-  Reporser Walt Beicher can be
great pop quality.” Broadway n of “Good  reached a1 (113) 259-7654.
WORKFORCE  fushion Sharpe sad. “You bow, |
‘mlcﬁnd:ﬂmmmmn my
ALLIANCE That's what we do.”
Shar?c plans o ask the chalrman of
SN From age ) mlnhm T
maore than $750. “To be spending this much money
Olnnugml.hpnltllh:(" bia at a time g is really strug-

Stall photn by IASON TEIKKEN
Kids queue up at home plrte at the West
Tampa Little League complex om Mov. 17,

said. “Money is tight all around.”

Hemandez said West Tampa -
ates the help it atready has MI
simply doesn't have ihe kind of money
that city officials are talking about, she
saibd.

About $100,000 in donations and in-
kind services from the Tampa Bay fays
and area businesses pald for the Pine
Street concession stand and restrooms.
in 2007. The league pul in donated
Kitchen .Indgr Tik

Scorchoards on the ball fiekls were
donated by another Litile League group,

Puentes said.
“Evervthing we is donated and
used.” coach Todd said, “We don't

get brand-new siifl.”
Hermandez said West Tampa charges
$50 for a child to play baseball, sofiball or

“We're tefling them it's dang o)
Puentes saiedl,

T-hall. Ness, she said, no child in
neighborhood is tumed

Parks and recreation officials fold  away.

league treasurer Katie Hemandez that
the . s much a5 $100,000 for the
fence and $200,000 for a pmiabricated
restronm, is nol in the city's budget. The
city has affered to put West Tampa on a
list of parks projects targeted for comple-
tion within five years.

Tampa has agreements with youth
sports leagues that make those arganiza-
tions responsible for at least some main-
tenance, often including upkeep of rest-
roams and coneession stands.

“We'll have 1o see the magnitude of
the issue.” said Smulnp Corrada. the

némuyfmpayror tiniforms, tm-
phics, umpires, maintenance and other

expenses.
On :wernge. ahout m:lildmn partic-

HRestaurant $1,600.

*In lune, the work force alllance
paid the Cheesecake Fact fntml:l
the many working lunches
its headquarters at Net Park, 570 E.

gling 1o ply the bills and cltizens are

struggling 1o pay the bills of govern.

ment is irresponsible and there ought

0 1o be a thorough investigation,” Sharpe
saidl.

ranis. Work alliance records also
show 127 separate credit card chamges
al aren restauranis, Erocery stores,
food ddhwmm&lnsm
The Cheesecake Fac
sisted of appetizers Inc rmﬂedn
mame for $6.68 and crab
$16.13, The main conrse consisted of
an arder of Jamalcan Black
Shrimp and Chicken for $24 antl twa
orders of Crispy Chicken Cosinletta for
S$43.06 Dessert included an original
cheesecake slice for $8.70, a slice of
white chocolate raspberry trufMe
cheeseeake for $0.01 and a slice of
caramel cheesecake.

The agency also premibum pric-
s for the lunch hy’:”tiedm it through
a pickup and delivery service.

With the delivery fee and tip, the
total for the meal came 10 $155.94,

News Channel 8 found it was S50
cheaper 10 order directly from the
restaurant.

"1 don't (hink that’s an wnusual
expense al all to have a working linch
for an organization,” sald Ron Smith,
chaimman of the work force alliance’s
finance commitice.

Smith says the agency recelves
grants from different sources so he is
not sure that taxpavers” dollars wme
spent. When asked where the grant
money came from, Smith said be did
not know,

T‘hl: a@ncy Is heavily funded by the
and the state.

Ipate. The
thmmmnmlfm
about $1.800 In fees from families that

Sponsnms o
private residents say, 'Here's a
couple thovsand dollars for your park,'™
Hemandez said.

Parks and recreation officials have
sent employees to assess the needs and

city's neight

tor.

Two letters that Hemandez sent 1o
Mayne Pam lorio landed on Corrada’s
desk. 1e has scheduled a meeting for
Dee. 3 with league represeniatives, po-
liee and parks and recreation officlals.

“Maybe we can afford something.” he

work up Some oak trecs have
heen trimmed. Hemandez said the
league might be able 1o fund minor
repairs, but she ks hopeful the city will
fallow through with the fencing.

Reporter Kathy Steele can be reached at
(013) 259-TRS2

‘1 ud'nt you're nitpicking, end of
subject,” Smith said,

Agency records show
so seemed (o enjoy wml an
international fair. Several meals were
ordered from Angithl Indian Cuisine,
Sawatdee Thai Restaurant, the Acrapo-
His Bar and Grill aned lehiban Tapancse
Cuisine.

Hilllsh h County Ci

Hilishorough Ave. The workforce alllance has not
The agency had 22 i 1 vided an expl i s ol
in the past from various restan-

Ala mwnmg early November, the
agency p a printout of charges,
bm an employee sald she could only

show reporters the charges and was
nol allowed to explaln them.

Agency president and CEO Nenee
Gilmore was asked about the charges
?I last week's finance comimittes 1ncet-
|

1I'm going (o get with my chalrman,
thank you, and eoordinate a couple of
things.” Gilmaore said and walked out
of the meeting room.

Sinie Sen. Ronda Storms said based
on the charges she eviewed the agen-
cy should be ashamed of lisclf. She
sald she plans 1o ask for an investiga-
tion of the work force board and
similar hoarts across lhl: state.

"1 just mn out “-@nmu sail
after reviewlng the
Iy News Channel 8,

Storms said she works thrmlg,h
Iunch all lhe lime, Al an

dede-

g&i ll':!rrmhusmpndng
wr«-mummwﬂ
could weell afford
0 pin:h in 10 bocks say, ‘Hey.
listen, wc!e pmtgi In have a working
inoeling,” she sakd
order a sandwich ring from Publix.
that's what people do and that's re-

Storms sald she is frequently
public by people who are

oul of work, struggling (o pay their bills
and put food on the table. She said

mdm"lhm%wn{-?:um;

Tampa Bw

getting lald off, who are ahout to Inse
their house, who cannot put food on
their wble for their kids, who are
having to gn down and get
from nonprofits and o know.
geﬂp‘c are buying Indian cuisine and

Mnrk‘ﬂln'pe mshimthemncyn
board of direciors, sald he wasn't
aware of how much money was boing
spent on food.

“It's mot_their money; it's not the
manay of this agency to spend in that

ke for 9 hueks a slice,” Storms

saidd, “That's owtrageous and people
should be rightly nfuriated.”

News Channel B reporter Steve Androes’
report airs ai 11 tonlght, He can be
roached af (RI3) 221-5778,

2009, Themml recent ml-mmmw

clectronically every

day. hu

were not provided,” the audit

7 i by the au-
ditors, from June 2009, showed
an unreconciled  difference of

COLLEGE M
AUDIT
Continued From Page 1 s29.244,

In the case af the bookstore,
several days’ worth of electronie
recelpt records had been erased,
preventing anditors from know-
Ing how much money the book-
store iook in on those days.

HOC officiale say the prob-
lems amse from stall iraining

“When unidentified differ-
ences are not resolved,” the au-
dit sald, “there is an increased
risk that ermors or faud may
oceur and may not be prompily
detected or comected. Addition:
ally the College would have lim-
lied assurance as 0 the accu-
racy of the amount of cash

hle for its ons.”

hit the “en-
rer” bullnnmuilp times.

“It seems simple, b it's a
complex and complicated sys-
ftem,” Carr sald. “Our system
was just not in a position to deal
with adjustments of that nature
o that magnitude.”

The college has used a soft-

- ware analysis tool 1o irack the

online pay s incomectly re-
cordect and ity the dlscrep-
ancles, “We have it down in the
b 1s.” she said,

The andit, released this
month, was a regularly sched-
led review of HOC operations,
Auditors looked at two years of

neral account statements,
rom fuly 2007 to lune 2009, and
found month after month of
discrepancics

The

HCL has an annual operating
budget of about $100 million.

HCC officials became aware
of the in luly 2007,
NEE controller Bonnie Carr
sald, It toak months, but admin-
Istrators believe they've narrow-

For the hookstore rmeview, the
auditors looked at operations at
stores on the Dale Mabry, Ybor
(‘le Brandon and Plant CIqr

which i

“five of the electronic journal
Mles had been erased
from ts computer files In ermr
and were not avallahle,” the
audit said,

Rank statements showed that
about $138.000 was deposited
fromn the stores during those v
davs. But without the electronic
files, the auditors coukin't 1ell
how much the stores actually
100k in then.

“It enuld have been double or
it could have been half that
much, Without the records yon
don’t know,” state andit manag-
er James Stultz said

The auditors also sald that

hi wnlded transactions

cnmhlncd rales of abow
%7.5 millivo for 2008-09,
The fi

without seeking a supervisor's
approval. And in several cases,
i didn’t match what

ed the | 10 the sofr

HCC students used 1o make

payments online, she sald.
Initial pay were pro-

from a high of $68,906 in April
2008 1o a low of $16527 in

cessed correctly, but
neeurred when students

1 a
sample of 30 days’ worth of
sales, from August 2008, but
records were missing for five of
those 30 days.

Sales details are recorded

cashiers had collected.
“Although requested, expla-
natlons for the neasons for the
cash shortages or overages or
evidence of supervisory review

said. In one case a cashier was
short $80. Another was over by
about $45,

Carr blamex the problems on
ihe intmduction of a new pay-
ment system and inadequate
stafl iraining,

On days the elecironic journal
fMes wore erased, she said, cash-
ere were learning a new system
and erascd the files by mistake.

“We have revamped how we
back up records so thal can’t
happen now,” Carr said.

In s response to the audi-
tors, HOC sald cashiers had
teen retrmined oo how 1o vold
transactions and report overag:-
s and shortages.

That's important.
Sruliz sald,

"When you don't know,” he
said, *it leads 10 a yulnembility
tor franed.™

anditor

Reporter Lindsay Peterson can e
rrached af (B13) 259-7034,
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Tampa Bay Workforce Alliance pald
$3.500 for act at guarterly meeting.

g.n,-nmn.,smrrmwnv
Farmily members meet the body of Army Sgt. David A. Croft v, as it
arrives at MacDifl Al Fores Base in Tampa on Wednesday.

‘Such love
and sacrifice’

il

There's nothing funny
about heing um:mpl , but
the Tampa Day Warkl nchl
liance spent thousands gel-
ting a good chuckle, using

Troops and others Boulevard In
DM to Plant City. Croft wars kifled In Baghd.

fine Bayshore

taxpayer dollars meant 1o help
people find work. :

With the slaie’s unemploy- & “Jt would
ment rate exceeding 10 per- - be a
cent in May, the jobs agency -
spent $3,500 10 hirea comedi- : comedy if
an lo perform for its employ- & it weren't
ees al o quarterly corporate - true”
meeting T EEN

A year earlier, the agency  : posma,
spent thousands 10 hold 3 : sronss

corporate meeting at the
Tampa Improv comedy clob.

“We have found. like other businesses have
found, is that sometimes the inflection of hinnor
adds 1o lstening (o the message,” said Rence
Gilmore. president of Tampa Bay Waorkforce
Alliance.

Seq WORNFORCE ALLIANCE, Pags £ «

Plans raise grad
requirements

Florida's standards for high-schoolers
are too low and vague, legislators say.

total strangers 1o remember a hero

coming home for the last time. The
body of Army Sgt. David A. Croft Ir.
arrived at MacDill Air Force Base on
Wednesday, then was taken via motor-
cade to his hemetown of Plant City,
Along the route, many people paid their
respects. A funeral for Croft, who was
killed Jan. 5 in Iraq, is scheduled for Sat-
urday.

Il wits a time for family, friends and

Story, Page 10

Health overhaul in ]eopardy

Croft and his flancte, Susle Clark, were plan-
ning & summe s wedding, she says.

Demacrats consider optlons %l_‘rm S i
i A o
after Gop_z‘e"ri'.a_t.e victory. tickly 1o coalesce arnund
those elements of the package that
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG peo on.” Obama said in
and mw anint on ABC News, notably
leaving  near-universal  insurance

WASHINGTON = President Rarack  eoverage off his list of core goals,

Ohama sif;ﬁhﬂ Wednesday that
he might be willing to scale back
his proposed health care overk

It was not clear that cven a
strlppcd ~down  bill rnhl:! gu!

to a version that could attract
hipartisan supporn, as I'm: wltue
House and

JOMEIess
Thrnnghnnt Ihe day, wnne
House officials and Democralic
ional struggled 10

crats grappled witha mlilicnl land-
scape transformed by the Repub-
lican vietory In the Massachusetis

leaders
find a viable way forwand [or the
healih care bill and 10 digest the
Se0 HEALTH OVERHALUL. Page 12 «

By CATHERINE WHITTENBURG
cwhittenburREtampatrib.com
TALLAHASSEE « Florida s “not truthful® with
parents about the fact that eaming a high schoal
diploma does not prepare students for college.
=aid a 1op state education official who called for

reform.
Satisfying, but not exceeding, Florida's gradun-
tion high school

for one thing: remedial conrsework at a commu-
nity college, Frances Haltheock, state chancellor
nf K-12 puhlic schooks, 1old a panel of state
lawmakers Wednesday,

“We are nol transparent (o our parents about
what a diploma in means,” she said. “We
need 10 take actlon.”

Lawmakers In both chambers and both parties
say they intend o do just that by adding new

See SCHOOL PROPOSALS, Page 6 -

P- photo

Survlvor trapped for 5 days
emerges with spirlt of hope

i o umm Prass

PORTAULPRINCE, Hali! = Trapped for five
days in |he ruhble of a hospital, nafled to
the finor by the leg of a bunk bex, the
23-year-old carpenter p his life over
in his mind and dreamed how he would
live it dlifferently if a miracke set him free.

“1kept thinking, what a pity (o leave so
early. with so little accomplished.” Deni-
to Revolus sald.
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WORKFORCE
ALLIANCE

Continued From Page |

A News Channel 8 fnvestiga-
tion found that from Febrniary
2008 through fune. the Work-
force Alliance spent $36.364 on
catered meetings, entertain-
ment and hotel eonference
ceniers.

It's nol a laughing matter 1o
Incal lawmnkeors.

“It would be a comedy if li
weren't nme” said siate Sen.
Ronda Storms, R-Valrico.

In May 2009, the Ta Bay
Workforee Alrlancemrr::“nlgfl
space for a corporate mecting
at the Quornm Hotel in Tampa.
The $5.673 tab included a
brunch bulfet and andioyi

the agency omitted, imvalving
the mecting at the [mprov,
shows that iaxpayers hought
Senior Vice President Julie Sa-
non a $43 Pmp from Ebany
Beauty Supply.

il hrlicw that may have
been a wig that was worn as
part of her delivery of her in-
formation,” Gilmore sald.

That infurlated State Sen.
Mike Fasann, R-Mew Port

equipment
Job agency rvrnﬂh show it

I That per-
son [Sanon| shauld be relieved
of her position,” he said, Fasa-

paid ¢
comedian” David Glickman
53.500 1o perform,

"We weren't looking for a
comedian, We were looking for
someone to fcilitate the meet-
g, which we found, a profes-
sional speaker 1o faciliiate the
meeting and, again, todo ftina
way that is engaging.” Gilmore
sald.

‘The agency alsa pald 275 to
bring in Tampa's King High
School NIROTC color guard to
perform.

The agency hired a speaker
1o address employees at a
meeting in January 2009, The
cosi: $3.200.

The agency pald $2.200 for
Mecee blankets to give empl
eex. [t spent £5,000 for a hreak-
fast and lunch bulfer,

The Workforee Alliance held
a corporaie meeting at Tampa
Improv in March 2008, Gilmore
snid corporate meetings are
meant to bring agency employ-
ees together lor cross-training.
Records show it pakd for ment-
Ing space, an open bufet and a
show,

The jobs agency also pur-
chased 15 gift certificates for
£20 aptece 1o hand out (o em-
plovees. That meeting cost tax-
payers more than 35,800,

"The theme for that partic-
ular cross-tralning ovent was
about improvisation and fak-
tng the things that you have.
Yoo don’t always have the re-
sonrees you'd like to have to
provide service,” Gilmore said,

News Clannel 8 asked
review records of all corporaie
meeting expenses. One fom

no is chal of the Senate
Appropriations Commitiee,
which has a role in funding
Workforee hoards.

s arvybody watching?

He wanders whether the
Worklorce Alllance board of
directors ks warching.

“If they knew that these dol-
lars were being spent this way.
Well, shame on them. And ir
they didn’t know — shame on
them,” Fasano said.

Storms sald, "We don't need
them 1o go 1o a comedy club.,
They're performing their own
comedy act with taxpavers’
maoney, onty nobody's laugh-
Ing.”

‘ilam\s has been upset with )

They don't understand what
thelr mission is: they 've forgot-
ten what their focus is."

REP. RICH GLORIOSO,
on Tampa Bay Worldorce Alllance spending

Workforee Alliance held an
end-ol-yenar party at Sheraton
Tampa Riverwalk Hotel.

It spent $8.318 for a dinner at
the hotel and $725 for a disc
jockey,

“We are 8 not-for-profir us-
ing tax dollars. We have 1o
strike that balance between de-
livering and maximizing the
service and still making sure
that the people who are re-
spansible for delivering those
services have the information
and the skills m’ﬂ!mry 10 do
the very best that they can In
terms of customer service,” Gil-
maore said,

That's entertainment

The agency recoives money
from federal and state govern-
ments. According to the federal
Office of Management and
Budget, costs of meetings and
conferences held 10 conduct
the peneral administration of
the organization are allowable;
costs for entertainment are not.

“They're spending our mon-
ay that's supposed 1o be used
0 train our people o go o
work and help get jobs,” Glo-
rioso said. “They're spending
money o entertain them-
selves.”

In December, the agency

g by the
linnu. slncz a news story -
vealed the R‘KLI‘KY spent nearly
$100.000 an fooel in one year,
Mow she thinks it's time for a
change in the agency’s leader-
ship.

State Rep. Rich Glorioso, R-
Plant City, I8 chairman of the
Florida House Appropriations
Committee, which has a role in
funding the state’s Workforee

wcles,

“A comedy club, thal’s enter-
rainment,” Glorioso sald. “How

e Al- |

i | 57400 for another
corporate meeting al the Quo-
mim Haoted.

Worklorce employees say
the agency asked employees 1o
dress up as thelr Frvorite Holly-
woaid movie star or as paparaz-
zi. The agency posiponed the
meeting on Nov, 19 afier News.
Channel 8 joned the

LAW &
Man enters plea
on tainted medals

TAMPA = A Lutz man pleaded
not guilty Wednesday to charg-

ORDER

ous substance with the intent 1o

distribute and making a false

claim, according to his plea

agreement. The chnry:? cary a
ined I of 25

es he faked milltary commen.
dations,

Angel Ocasio-Reyes, 40, faces
federal misdemeanor charges of
wearing or displaying the med-
als, Iving about how he recelved
them and using a counterfei
certificate of discharge from the
Mavy, records show,

He is accused of wearing the
Navy Cross, ironze Star and
Purple Heart, which he didn't
eam, as well as milliary dec-
arations denoting service in the
war an lermrksm, tours of dury
in Amnn istan and Irag. and
the liberation of Kuwait, as well
15 commendation medals from
the Marine Corps, records
shiow,

The charges carry up 1o a
year in prison and a $100,000
fine on each count.

The U5, Attomey’s OMice has
nol released details on how ft
says Ocasio-Teves obtained the
medals,

Doctor admits guilt
on drug charges

TAMM » A Pinellas County
physician has agrecd tn plead
guilty 1o federal charges that he
dealt drugs an the sireet and
defrauded Medicare.

Michael Peter Spuza, 51, of
Seminole, will admii to pos-
sesston of a controlled, danger-

rmrs in prison, but Spuza is
ikely to receive much less as
part of his plea deal.
He has relinguished his med-
ical license after being dis-
ciplined, state records show,

2 women charged
with robbing man
TAMPA = After kissing a man

and stealing his wallet, a 24-
year-old Tampa woman tried
pushing him out of a car trav-
eling 80 mph, police say.

The attack oceurred Jan. 12 In
n 2002 Oldsmobile on Interstate
275 near Dr, Martin Luther King
Ir. Boulevard.

Jessica Gordon, 24, and Jen-
nlfer Warren. 22, who are siep-
sisters. met the man at the
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino. an arrest report states.

He agreed 1o ride in Warren's
car o the women’s home. In-
side the car, Gordon startd
kizsing the: man and went
through his pockets, taking his
wallet. before trying 1o push
him from the vehicle, according
to the report. He grabbed the
sieering wheel, threatened 1o
crash the car and they let him
ont on the intersiate.

The women were charged

with rohbery and were released
from jall on $7.500 ball cach,
A staff repart

Don’t raise taxes or fees,
Senate budget panel told

Tnu.llldssrr = Florida Senate
Jell Avwater (old the

agency aboul its spending,
An e-mail o employ

hu‘lgcf writers in his chamber
lary not n raise laxes or

sued that day states: “Because
the: high volume of customers
is expected 1o continue

do you hold a ing at a

comedy chub? You can’t.
“Spending that kind of mon-

ey to hold a mccling whun )vmu

gh the inder of the
year, it is essential that we
confinee 1o have all hands on
deck, and readily accessible (o

have your own — o
spend money s a comedy club
1o hold a meeting s eriminal.
They don’t understand what
their mission is; they've forgot-
ten what their focus is.”

In December 2008, the

e, 4 1 the
fof December 4, 200 is heing
postponed.”

Reporier Steve Andrews can lw
reached al (RIZ) 220-5779.

fees during (his election year 1o
close a projecied spending gap
of up 10 $3.2 billion,

The potential deficit is the
difference between anticipated
revenue and the growing ensi of
mecting high-priority demands
such as education and Med-
icaid, the state-federal program
that provides health care (o low-
income citizens.

Lawrmakers relied last vear on
$2.2 billion in fee and tx in-
creases as well as spending culs

"

Peltz
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MENS BOAT
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ovehitch
(924380 SANDTANI
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« Castaway

and federal stimulus dollars 1o
halance a $66.5 hillion budger,
but Atwater okd the Senaic
Ways and Means Commilice
that Floridians “da not have one
more dime to send us,”

Ways and Means Chairman
1D Alexander, R-Lake Wales,
said (he Legislature would have
o et or reorder spending by
3 percent or 4 percent 1o close
the budget gap.

Arwaler invited all 40 senators
1o the meeting that included
reporis on the status of Florida's
CEONOMY.

The Awsociaéedd Press
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Kifled in action.

INSIDE
Senator won't

VANCOUVER 2010
Local pairs
hit Olympic ice

The skaters, who traln In Ellenton, were out
of medal contention. DETAILS, Sperta, Page 6

of the good guys’

Former Hillsborough County Sheriff Walter Heinrich, who
was known for his integrity and innovation, dies at age 83.

Glimore has been criticized for agency's spending of
more than $133,000 on food in a 13-month perlod.

Milisborough County SherifT Wafter C. Melnrich lad the sheriff™s office
The population of the county was growing rapidly, and e foresaw the

RAY
rreyes Stampatib.com

Tritune Mie phato (1963

a thme of west changes,
‘to modemim the apency,

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

WL0m: Moved to Tampa. Ha servad 21
Police

By STEVE ANDREWS
sandrews@wilacom Glitmern
TAMPA = Criticized for spend- She handed
ing thousands In taxpayer An her
money on lavish meals, Tampa resignalon
Bay Warkinrce Alliance presi- Monday.

dent Nenee Gilmore has re-

Her 'mimnltnn. eifective on
Sunday, was announced at the
Workforce Alllance hoard of

night. Gilmore, who was pald
abour $170,000 a year, did not
attend the i

her resignation 0 me carlier
this aflermoon.” board chair-
man Dale Schumacher an-
nounced as the meeting be-
gan. “1 helieve Renee did what
she thought was in the bhest
interest of the Tampa Bay

The board named lames
BMount, vice president for ser-

kforee Allianee.”
The agency came under crit-
iclsm aller a News Channel &

e ars | GRS | SRR Siee et
T i 14 years as sherllfof Hillsborough ¥y In dapartment history tn president. sands on fancy meals. ban-
Connty, Walier C. Heinrich was known as an RN b EA A Remee: Gilmare submitied 5090085 AGENCY, Page 8 =
innovator who shaped much of the agency's policies foue Mlbaled she ::QE:: Fo
and programs for the modern era. four-menth program.
His mark is everywhere: from how deputies are W84: Awarded the police = . =
hired and evalnated to how they're trained at the departmant’s first Awasd of Valor,
sprawling 27(-acre site in Lithia that bears his name. TI70: Soins Hilsharough County
Regarded by many as a towering fgure in local law Shertff's Offica. 9
enforcement, Heinrich died Monday morning. He was 078 Elected sheriff in a landslide. Ha s‘lsm s
. Is re-elecied thres times.
Heinrich led the sheriffs office during a time of W92 Ratired as sheriff,

brother is a killer

massive population growth in the county; when he
retired in 1992, the agency had douhled in size.
“He was a visionary,” Hillshorough SherdfT David

Gen sald. “He saw those changes coming. He knew we Friend calls man accused In Friday's
eouldn't remain a miral sherifTs office. We had 10 he- killing spree a “ticking time bomb™
coma a metropolitan agency.” [

Those who knew Heinrich, the father of Hillshor-
ough Circult Judge Walter R, Heinrich, said the law- e

man was devoted to his family and never

from the death of his wife of 61 years, Phyllis, in 2000,
“I suspect that his wife's death caused him a lot of

hurt and eontributed (o his own death.” defense law-

Soa HEINRICH DIES, Page B -

One is behind hars in a North Carolina
prison, & hit man hired o kill a pregnant
woman whose boyiriend was a professional
football player.

The other sits in a Hillsborough Cotnty jail
cell, accused in a shooting rampage late last
week that left one dead and two others
wotinded.

Van Hret Watkins.

Andire Watkins,

Two brothers now both lnked tn deadly
violent crimes.

AL 49, Van Watking is the you . He
pleaded guilty to second-degree murder after
the November 1999 shooting of Cherica Ad-
ams, girlfiend of then-Caroling Panthers re-
ceiver Rae Carmith,

Andre Watking, 53, has been described as a

Sen SHOOTING SPREE, Page 7 -

Hedrrich I sworn in as sheriff as his
wife, Phyfits, hoids the Bible in 1978,

Crist takes aim at Rubio’s
bona fides as conservative

By WILLIAM MARCH
wmarchftamaalrib.com

h
Caellry of kill-
Ing NFI play-
wrk pirtfrierd

Miami Republican and adoring

conservative pundits have
TAMM = Facing Marco Rublo’s  claimed.

avalanche of momentum in the  Crist has the money for ads 1o

Republican Senate primary, Gov.
Charlie Crist’s best shot a1 win-
ning — and salvaging his political
carcer — Is 1o redefine Rubio’s
image.

Tubin, Crist will contend. isn't
the conservative purist that the

repaint Rublo, but will he have
the ammunition?

Few politicians conld spend a
carcer like Rubin's — 2000-08 in
the Floridn House, the past two
years as speaker with the power
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SENATE
RACE

Continued From Page 1
1y contral all House legislation
— withoul compromising ocea-
sionafly.

“Compromising ideas is ac-
ceptable. Compromising prinei-
ples is not.” Rubio said. *I've
never compromised on my
principles.”

Rubio’s record IS conserva-
tive. Many supporters of former
Gov. leb Bush, and even Bush,
consider Rubio the inherltor of
Aush's anti-government socia’
conservative mantle,

There are areas, however,
where the record doesn't mat h
the rhetoric.

In r harbinges of the ad war to
come. Crist's campaign is -
racking Rubio on those issu =,
In some cases, Rublo doesn't
deny the specifice. Instead, he
contends Crist was mone 1itv ral
on the same fssues.

For example. Rubio acknt -
edges backing a cap-and-t ade
plan 10 cut carbon emiss jons
but says that was to forest all a
worse Crist plan.

To Crist's charge that Rt hio
Dacked a $60 million 1ax br wak
for the Florida Markine stadiim,
Rubio replies that Crist bac ked
that and other stadium wb-
sidies.

Crist campalgn managm Eric
Eikenberg responded that * tubio
“necds 1o stand up 1o h's own
rhetoric.”

Rubio sald, “The fact *hat the
governor is falsely atiac dng me
for things he himsell apporis
speaks volumes ahow his re-
cord and his candidacy ~

Here are issues on which Crist
contends Rubio’s record and
rheloric don't match:

St creding

Blasting, Crisi for supporting
President Barack Ohama's eco-
nomic stimuhs plan is the bed-
rock of ltnbin's eampaign.

A photo of Crist embracing
Ohama at a February 2009 mlly
hl Pnrl Myers to promote the

has Rubio’s

Gov, Charfle Crist, left, and then-Florida House Speaker Marco Rublo hug in May 2008 at a ceremony honoring Rubio for his sorvica.

“That's a red herri

“Ultimately, | would have ac-
cepted those portions of the
maoney that would not have pur
Flarida in a worse position off in
the future than it is right now.”

Taxes

“1 have never voted for a tax
increase.” Rubin says on his
Weh site.

However, he has voted for
actions that some neutral ob-
servers call increases in a tax he
says he abhors: property taxes.

As a West Miami city commis-
sioner in 1996-99, he cast voies
on butdgets that included prop-
erty lax increases, according to
NIEWS TEPOTTS.

While he wasl in the House,
and perty valties were soar-
iny ok the Legisk

swap” idea, which would have
required a constitutional
amendment, didn't make |t
through the Legislature.

Rubin has hcrn cndnmm'l by
Grover Norgu

hame of Miami.

In 2008, Rubio’s last year as
speaker, he declined (o make a
priority of proposed bills that

Cvan Morentn

Black

Siafi e pheto

ticularly in Miami.
“1 do believe English is the
afficial lamgunlﬁ: of the LS, gov-
I

would have cracked dewn on

activist and lnundrl of the anti-
tax Americans for Tax Reform,
wha says Rubio has adhered to

Miegal  immig including
TIIm law enforcement. so-
service agencies and gov-

his "no tax increase™ pledge.

Cap-and-trade

Rubio repeatedly has blasted
Crist for supporting action
agamst climate change, In par-
ticular, for backing a cap-and-
trade plan to cut carbon emis-
sions, but fn 2008 Rubie backed
creation of a siate cap-and-
trade plan,

Such plans let polhuiers buy
credits for emiting pollutants,

funding from general revenue io
property taxes it requires school
districts 1o levy, said Kurt Wen-

ner, of Florida TaxWatch, a non.

jeonic campaign image. Last
week, Rublo wenl (o Fort Myers
1o mark the anniversary of the
event.

He al=o opposes the l_)hnma

I tax hdog group,
State-required property taxes
mare than doubled 10 $8.2 hil-
tion In 2008, Wenner said.
Al Ihe same time, the Legisla-
fure cut taxes it imposes directly

plan for $13 biflion in
spending (o begin a i

© lANes,

h{gh-spcml rail systemn, includ-

ing a $1.25 bifllon grant for a

Tampa-Orlando

Rubio acknowledges that as
povernar, he would have ac-
cepted same of the money.

“The central issue is, if Charfie
Crist had been in the Senate he
woukl have been one of only
three Republicans 1o wte in
favor of the stimulus plan. and i
1 had heen in the Senate, |
would have voted against it he
said,

Once the program was
passed, accepting the money is
a different qoestion, he sabd,

taxes and i 1axes
that would have | helped pay far
schools.

Rubio respands that he never
voled o increase tax rates in
Miami or statewide.

*I have never supported an
increase in the rax mte.” he said.
The increased revenue was “a
function of property values. The
tax rate ts what the govemment
controk.”

Rubio alse notes that he
songht 1o do away with all prop-
erty twes on homestead proper-
ty, including the school taxes,
replacing them with an increase
in the state sales tax. That “tax-

g
shified the burden of education &

that cut emissions
et credits they can sell,

In 2008, the Florida Legisla-
e, with Rublo's hacking as
n}:almr. passed a bill directing

state Depariment of Envi-
ronmemnal Protection (o creale
such a plarg the House voted
unanimously in fvor.

Rublo said his goal was 1o
prevent Crist’s cap-and-trade
plan, which he calls “European-
style”™ and “California-siyle.”
from taking effect by executive
0 s

His hill. he sald, would estab-
Hsh a “market-hased”™ plan and
give the | e, not the gov-
ernnr, the final decision on im-
plementing it

Ruhlo said last week that he
doesn't accept the scientific cvi-
dence for human-caused cli-
maie change.

Immmigration
In his campaign, Rubio has
taken a hard line on fllegal im-

migration — not a popular
stance in his heavily Hispanic

JOBS
AGENCY

mmm1
guets and award ceremonics —
money meant to help the un-
employed find work.

The board of directors for
Warkforee Florida, the agency
that sets policy for the state’s
reglonal work lorce boards, vor-
ed unanimously on Thursday to
sendl a letter to the Tampa Bay
Workforce Alllance board, urg-
ing that Gilmore be placed on
unpaid leave until an inspector
general investigation of the
agency’s spending was com-
plete.

A report by the inspector gen-
eral for the siate Agency for
Workforee Innovation found
that in a 13-month period, the
Tampa Bay Workforee Alllance
spent more than $133.,000 on
food. Investigators determined
$24,400 was disallowed and
must be repaid immediately.
Purchases (otaling $81,000 are in
question and also might have 1
be repaid,

Agency reeords show  that
Mount attended meetings
where lunches and dinners were
served,

“I did ear, sometimes | did
not. sometimes | brought my
oom lunch,” Bloumt said in an
interview after the rllwllng.

The Inspector general report
noted what appeared 1o be a
double standard at the agency:
A 310-per-meal cap for stall was
in place. but there was no Hmit
for executives.

Investigators also questioned
why agrncy executives couldn’t
g0 to the nearhy food conces

Chalrrrian Dale Schumacher, left, anmounced Monday the
Bloumt, ceniter, would rum the Tampa Bay Workforce Allance

sion al the oganization’s Net
Park Corporate location  and
huy their own meals like in-
spector geneml stall did when
they were in town,
In its letter to the local agen.
cy. the Workforce Florida hnarrl
noted that many of the expendi-
tures cited in the inspector
ural report “directly be uud
duals mther than

activities.”
The Warkforce Florida board
decided last week (0 postpone
ifying the Jocal Workforoe

Alliance and urged board mem-
hers tm act on its meommenda-
tlon to place Gilmore on leave.
State Sens. Mike Fasano, R-
Mew P'ort Richey, and Ronda
Storms, R-Valrico, and Hillshor-

t0 use fed-
eral cltizenship verification.
The bills, opposed by Rubio’s
Hispanic colleagnies from South
Florida in the Legisk died

belicve it's a
unifying langnage.” he told the
Trig:ls. hullf'hegtvllddﬂl. “I have
no problem with documents be-
ing transiated into, for example,
Spanish or Creole.

“I'm not talking about ou-
lawing the ability of government
o commimicate with people in

i commitiee.

Rubio responds that the same

hills falled 1o pass before and
after he was speaker and that
undler his leadership the legisla-
tion gol fis anly committee
hearing.
He also contends Crist is
weak on the Issue, Crist backed
Sen. fohn McCain's immigra-
tion reform plan, reviled by con-
mn.;,lvns as AmMnesty.

Rubio says immigration pol-
Icy “should consist of barder
enforcement, fixing the wvisa
process and ensuring that no
law extends amnesty 1o iliegal
immigrants.®

Erghiah as official langusee

In lune. Rubin got & major
break, an endorsement hy
South Carolina Sen. Jim De-
Mint, one of the Senate’s hard-
est-line conservatives, a Tea
Party hero and the first senator
to bremk ranks with party hrass
and hack Ruhin.

Rubio said then that he agrees
with DeMint’s positions on is-
sues, including making English
the official language. He was
quoted as saying only “noane-
es” separate the two on lm-
migration issues,

One of thnse nuances & cru-

the L they're familiar
with.”

Pork

Rubio campaigns as the can-
dicte of limited governmen;
thai doesn’t mean he has been
immume from earmarks, called

“turkeys” or “member projecis”
In Tallahassee,

In 2007, the Legislature, with
Rubio as speaker, passed a hud-

t that Florida TaxWatch said

atd "a near record” 505 urkeys
that were worth 5256 million.
Abont one-fifth of them, woarth
$47 million, were for Miami-

Dade Commty.

Crist evenivally vetoed 1ur-
keys worth £459 million.

Rubia responds that he didn’t

request any member projects
from 2004-08 and that the 2007
budget the House passed was
lower than the budget Crist pro-
posed and lower than the provi-
ous year's siate budger.

Rublo’s campaign also nl-
fered research comparing his
carcer with that of the previous
speaker, Allan Bense.

Rubio requested fewer mem-
her projects during his carecr
than Bense, and as speaker he
presided over production of fi-
nal budgets with less wirkey
spending than Bense's two

cial. DeMinl says g
services and documents dmnld
be provided in English only —
heresy in much of Finrida, par-

years, that h stales.

Reporter Willlam March cam be
reached at (113) 258-7761.

San i1 phoeos by 1IM REED
James

of Renee Giimore and that
the tirme being.

wmmummmm—w—
and cinners that are under scrutiny were served.

ough Count

said Gilmore

I K
Mark Sharpe ?;arl called for Gil-
maore 1o step down,

called him on Sunday to nodfy
him she was resigning, He re-

“I believe Renee did
what she thought was
in the best interest of
the Tampa Bay Work-
force Alliance.”

DALE SCHUMACHEER,
Warkdorce board of directors chatrman,
of Renee Gilmeee's resignation
ceived official written notice on
Monday.

Schumacher also said at the
meeting that Senior Vice Presi-
dent Julie Sanon will be o an
family medical leave.

The board will form a search
commities. within the next 10
hiys. Board members have until
close of business Thursday 10
suhmit interim president nomi-
nees

“1 didn’t expect it bt 'm not
surprised. | think it was the right
decision; she made the rght
decision,” Sharpe said after the
mesting.

The ncy's finance com-
mittee chalrman, Ron Smith,
said: “As a ﬂ::cr::c mnmlmci
we were nol (0]
fems (hat mm%m Nags
that would indicaic that there
was anything golng on.”

In November, Smith dismiss-
ed questions about the cy's
food expenditures, calling it

Ipickin
B lﬁmmmcmdiudg

menis mmle was there some
excessive spending, yes, there
was,” Smith sald at the mesting.

Stere Anclretss can be
reachecd al (H13) 221-5778.
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