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May 7, 2010 

VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation  
 WT Docket No. 07-293 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

On May 6, 2010, representatives of Sirius XM Radio Inc. (“Sirius XM”) met with 
FCC staff members to discuss issues associated with the above-captioned 
proceeding.   

Mel Karmazin and James S. Blitz of Sirius XM and Richard E. Wiley and myself of 
Wiley Rein LLP, counsel for Sirius XM, met with Charles Mathias of 
Commissioner Baker’s office.  During the meeting, we presented the positions of 
Sirius XM that have previously been submitted into the record of the proceeding 
cited above.  In addition, we provided Mr. Mathias with a new video depiction of 
the harmful effects on satellite radio from mobile WCS devices, and a packet of 
letters of support for Sirius XM Radio.  The video was previously submitted in the 
record of this proceeding.1  The packet of letters is attached for inclusion in the 
record of this proceeding.   

Please contact the undersigned if there are any questions in this filing. 

Respectfully,  

 

/S/ Robert L. Pettit 
Robert L. Pettit 
Counsel for Sirius XM Radio Inc. 
 
cc:  Charles Mathias  
                                                 
1  See Letter from Robert L. Pettit, Counsel for Sirius XM Radio, to Marlene 
H. Dortch, WT Docket No. 07-293 (filed May 6, 2010).   





April 23, 2010

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch; Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re; lB Docket No. 95-91, WT Docket, No. 07·293, and
GN Docket Nos. 09-47,09-51, and 09_137

Dcar Ms. Dortch:

Thc Ford Motor Company, wishes to express its eoncern with the recently
proposed changes to the WCS service rules] In our earlier filing in this proceeding, we
cxpressed our concern that allowing mobile transmissions in the WCS band creates a
signifieant risk of interference to in-vehicle reception of satellite radio and we asked the
Commission to invite comment on specific proposals before it modifies the WCS rules.

We appreciate this opportunity to provide this further input because we strongly
disagree with the staffs current proposal. We are concerned that satellite radio reception
will be degraded by WCS mobile operations absent effective safeguards. Ford has
installed millions of satellite radios in our vehicles based on the reasonable expectation
that the Commission would not allow mobile WCS devices that may interfere with
reception. In addition, Sirius XM has spent billions of dollars developing networks on
this same understanding.

If the Commission modifies the WCS rules as proposed, it should also adopt
provisions that will effectively protect satellite radio listeners who experience
interference from WCS operations. As an integral part of modified WCS mles, the
Commission should require any WCS operator causing interference to satellite radio to
promptly eliminate the interference or discontinue its operations. The Commission
should also adopt a streamlined process to ensure that consumers have an effective
remedy ifthe situation requires government intervention.

Other automobile manufacturers and trade associations have already gone on
record in this proceeding with similar concerns. Our position reflects the importance of

I Comniis:sion Staff Requests That InterestedPanies Supplement the Record On Draft Interference Rules
For \\Tireless Communications Service and SateUite Digital Audio Radio Service (DA 10-592, released
Apri! 2, 2010)



satellite radio to our cllstomers and the challenges WCS rule changes would present to us,
at the we are all working 10 reeover from the eeonomic recession, We hope any

revisions to the WCS ru.les will fully protect the millions of consumers who rely on
satellite radio in their automohiles,

Sincerely,

Edward Pleet
Manager, Connected Services
ford Motor Company

cc: The Honorable Julius Geuachowski
Tbe Honorable Michael 1 Copps
The Honorable Robert M, MeDoweli
The Honorable Mignon Clyburn
The Honorable Meredith AUwell Baker
Mr. JuE us Knapp
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fCC Mail Room

----~4""ononRccen::cBlZ·ssimce Center
Me 482-D24-B48
Detroit, MI 48265

Ms. Marlene H Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

January 20, 2010 OR\GiNAL
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Re: Written Ex Parte Presentation in IB Docket No. 95-91 and WT Docket No. 07
293, and GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, and 09-137

Dear Ms. Dortch:

As the FCC continues its deliberations on the matter of modifying the technical
specifications for the 2.3 GHz Wireless Communications Service ("WCS"), General Motors ("GM")
would like to call to your attention our Ex Parte filing back on November 21, 2008. GM would like
to reiterate our concern on behalf of our nearly seven million owners of GM vehicles equipped
with satellite radio. We believe there is a potential for harmful interference to in-vehicle reception
by allowing WCS to operate on frequencies immediately adjacent to these vehicles' satellite radio
receivers.

We appreciate the Commission's consideration of these concerns and urge you to protect
millions of consumers who rely on satellite radio.

Respectfully submitted,

'//02---
Gregory A. Ross
Director - Satellite Services
General Motors North American Operations

1/.1 0/7 /fh'l
Joanne M. Finnorn
Attorney
General Motors Legal Staff

Mail Code: 482-D39-B32
400 Renaissance Center
PO Box 400
Detroit, MI 48265-4000
313-665-2802

No. of CoPi91 roo'd_-"O<--_
Lis1 ABCOE



November 21, 2008

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Written Ex Parte Presentation in IE Docket No. 95-91 and WT Docket
No. 07-293.

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The FCC's proceeding to modify the technical specifications for the 2.3 GHz
Wireless Communications Service ("WCS") is critical to General Motors and the nearly
seven million owners of General Motors vehicles equipped with satellite radio.
Operating on frequencies immediately adjacent to these vehicles' satellite radio receivers,
WCS devices must not be allowed to become a potential source of harmful interference to
in-vehicle reception.

Satellite radio programming has proven popular with car buyers; millions of
owners having experienced the technology are now subscribers to this important new
source of in-vehicle entertainment options.' Indeed, automakers have installed and
customers have purchased more than twenty million vehicles with satellite radio
receivers. Our customers enjoy the variety of programming as well as the high-quality
audio that satellite radio offers.

Customers have routinely stated on feedback surveys that their reason for
subscribing is the ubiquitous coverage and superior sound quality of satellite radio.
Vehicle purchasers have high expectations with satellite radio services in their motor
vehicles.

These high expectations will likely be fmstrated if the FCC takes an action that
would potentially create harmful interference. The proposed mle in the captioned
proceedings could significantly impair sound quality by faeilitating mobile WCS devices.

1 It is important to note that Sirius XM also provide potentially life-saving emergency broadcasting
information regardless of whether a vehicle is subscribed. With its satel1jte~based broadcasting capability,
vehicle owners have unparalleled accc::-s to crisis infonnation when traditional terrestrial based
broadcasting may be lost or limited by damage. General Motors believes the Commission should be
especially mindful of the impacts ofpotential hannful intcrft..'1cnce with this capability.



Notably, this is a use that was specifically discouraged due to interference concerns when
WCS licenses were auctioned by the FCC 2

General Motors therefore urges the FCC to be extremely cautious and ensure that
satellite radio performance is not degraded by inappropriately changing the established
rules for WCS operations. Sirius XM Radio has spent billions ofdollars developing
networks that - to the best of our knowledge- are based on the understanding that mobile
WCS devices would not be allowed to interfere.

Satellite radio is unique among FCC-regulated entities and requires a different
level of protection from that provided to other wireless devices such as, for example, cell
phones. We ask that the Commission keep in mind the following facts:

• Satellite radio represents an extremely dense concentration of customers in
a narrow frequency band (more than 18 million subscribers in 25 MHz),
thus amplifying the impact of any interference or signal degradation.

• Satellite radio provides high-quality audio and music where drop-outs and
interruptions of the duration and frequency that WCS mobile operations
may cause are neither expected nor tolerated by subscribers, in large part
because competing non-subscription audio services typically provide
error-free service.

• Importantly, satellite radio originates from space-based platforms that
provide a relatively low-powered signal to receivers tens of thousands of
miles away (thus necessitating receivers more susceptible to impairment
from out-of- band emissions). Because repeaters are not available in the
vast majority of the country, the satellite signal strength is not being
augmented or increased by terrestrial means.

• Unlike mobile handheld devices, most satellite radio antennas are located
on top of vehicles and are typically unshielded (thus providing less
protection from sources of interference).

• Satellite radios do not use spread spectrum technologies which inherently
reduee the impaet of interference data paekets (thus presenting a signal
overload threshold lower than, for example, the typical cell phone).

z Amendment of the Commission's Rules to Establish Part 27, the Wireless Communications Service,
Report and Order, FCC 97-50,12 FCC Red 10785, m1136, 138 (1997)



We appreciate the Commission's eonsideration of these concerns and urge the
Commission to ensure that the actions taken fully protect GM and the millions of
consumers who purchase and enjoy satellite radio services.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard M. Lee
Executive Director - Satellite Radio Services
General Motors North American Operations

Joanne M. Finnorn
Attorney
General Motors Legal Staff

Mail Code: 482-D39-B32
400 Renaissance Center
POBox 400
Detroit, Michigan 48265-4000
313-665-2780
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MAR - 92010
FCC Mail Room

March 3, 2010

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 205S4

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Re: Written Ex Parte Presentation in IB Docket No. 95-91, WT Docket
No. 07-293, and GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, and 09-137

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf of the members of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers (Alliance) who are BMW
Group, Chrysler LLC, Ford Motor Company, General Motors LLC, JaguarLandRover, Mazda, Mercedes
Benz USA, Mitsubishi Motors, Porsche, Toyota, and Volkswagen, submits the following comments for your
consideration regarding potential changes to the WCS band that oould have a detrimental effect on
satellite radio service, which is offered on many vehicles sold by Alliance members.

Satellite radio has proven to be an extremely popular feature for automobile buyers who enjoy
the variety of programming as well as the high-quality audio that satellite radio offers. A large percentage
of new vehicles currently ship with a satellite radio installed and that percentage is expected to increase
in the coming years.

As the FCC moves ahead in crafting its National Broadband Plan, the Alliance understands the
importance of identifying additional spectrum to help satisfy the country's broadband needs. However,
the FCC should not try to meet that need by changing rules for the 2.3 GHz Wireless Communications
Service ("WCS") to allow mobile transmissions in that band. Operating on frequencies immediately
adjacent to millions of satellite radios, WCS transmissions would create a significant potential risk of
interference to in-vehicle reception.

We urge the FCC to be cautious and ensure that satellite radio is not degraded by changing the
established rules for WCS operations. Alliance members and other automakers have installed tens of
millions of satellite radios in their vehicles with that same understanding. Unlike cell phones, automobiles
are not discarded every year or two - these satellite radios will remain operational and in Circulation for
years to come.

Any loosening of the WCS rules must not cause interference to satellite radio consumers.
Regulating to minimize interference is, of course, one of the FCC's primary statutory obligations, and we
expect that the Commission will execute its role with appropriate technical diligence. Satellite radio is
unique among FCC-regulated entities and requires different levels of protection from that provided to cell
phones. We ask that the Commission keep in mind the follOWing facts:

BMW Group. Chrysler Group lLC. ford Motor Company. General Motors LLC. Jaguar Land Rover. Mazda
Mercedes~Benz USA. Mitsublshi Motors. Porsche. Toyota. Volkswagen

1401 Eye Street, N. W, Suite 900, W3s.h)ng:;:aCU~~~I~~~~~~r;Phone 202.326.slt~.~~ ~r(~~;~~:~.2~~~~.~7 ~

_:S~ A8C[,c



Ms. Marlene H. Dortch March 3, 2010

• Satellite radio represents an extremely dense concentration of customers in a narrow frequency
band (nearly 40 million listeners in 25 MHz, listening over 20 hours per week on average), thus
amplifying the impact of any interference or signal degradation.

• Unlike cell phone service where momentary blips or degradation are easily overcome, satellite
radio prOVides high-quality audio and music; drop-outs and interruptions are neither expected nor
tolerated by subscribers, in large part because competing audio services typically prOVide errOr
free service.

• Satellite radio originates from space-based platforms that provide a relatively low-powered signal
to receivers tens of thousands of miles away (thus necessitating receivers more susceptible to
impairment from out-of- band emissions). The satellite signal strength cannot be augmented or
increased by terrestrial means in most areas of the country.

• Unlike mobile handheld deVices, most satellite radio antennas are located on top of vehicles and
are typically unshielded (thus prOViding less protection from sources of interference).

Finally, we urge you to give the public the opportunity to review and comment on specific rules
addressing changes to the WC5 rules before the Commission adopts those rules. A comment period
prOVides transparency in the conduct of Commission proceedings and helps ensure that your actions in
this matter will fully protect the millions of consumers who rely on satellite radio in their automobiles.

Thank you for considering our views and recommendations and we will continue to review the
docket for this proceeding.

Sincerely,

\

.. (QI 
\~~

Robert Strassburger
Vice President
Vehicle safety and Ha monization

cc: The Honorable Julius Genachowski
The Honorable Michael J. Copps
The Honorable Robert M. McDowell
The Honorable Mignon Clyburn
The Honorable Meredith Attwell Baker
Mr. Julius Knapp
Mr. Blair Levin
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April 23, 20 I0

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch. Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

The Technical Affairs Committee of the Association oflnternational
Automobile Manufacturers, Inc. (AIAM)J wishes to express its concern with the
recently proposed changes to the WCS service rules 2 In our earlier filing in this
proceeding, AIAM said that allowing mobile transmissions in the WCS band
creates a significant risk of interference to in-vehicle reception and we asked the
Commission to invite comment on specific proposals before it modifies the WCS
rules. We appreciate this opportunity to provide this further input.

Honda

Hyundai

lsuzu

Kia

Mahindra

Maseral!

McLaren

Mitsubishi

Nissan

Peugeot

Subaru

Suzuki

Toyota

ADVICS

Bosch

Delphi

Denso

Re:

Dear Ms. Dortch:

IB Docket No. 95-91, WT Docket, No. 07-293, and
GN Docket Nos. 09-47, 09-51, and 09-137

JAMA AIAM is concerned that the current proposal for changes to the WCS
service rules disregards extensive evidence in the record demonstrating that absent
effective safeguards, satellite radio reception will be degraded by WCS mobile
operations. Sirius XM has spent billions of dollars developing networks that are
based on its reasonable expectation that the Commission would not allow mobile
WCS devices. Automakers have installed tens ofmillions of satellite radios in their
vehicles with that same understanding.

If the Commission loosens the WCS rules, it should also adopt provisions
that will effectively protect satellite radio listeners who experience interference

I AIAM Technical Affairs Committee members are American Honda Motor Co., American
Suzuki Motor Corp., Aston Martin Lagonda of North America, Inc., Ferrari North America, Inc.,
Hyundai Motor America, Isuzu Motors America LLC, Kia Motors America, Inc., Mahindra &
Mahindra Ltd., Maserati North America, Inc., McLaren Automotive Ltd., Nissan North America,
Inc., Peugeot Motors of America, Subaru of America, ADVICS North America, Inc., Delphi
Corporation, Denso International America, Inc., and Robert Bosch Corporation.

2 Commission Staff Requests That Interested Parties Supplement the Record On Draft
Interference Rules For Wireless Communications Service and Satellite Digital Audio Radio
Service (DA 10-592, released April 2, 2010)

,ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATiONAL AUT01vl08iLE MANUFj\CTURERS, iNC
2111 WILSON BOULEVARD - SUiTE 1150 ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201

703.525.7788 PHONE 703.525.8817 FAX WWW,AIAM.ORG



from WCS operations. As an integral part of modified WCS rules, the Commission should
require any WCS operator causing interference to satellite radio to promptly eliminate the
interference or discontinue its operations. The Commission should also adopt a streamlined
process to ensure that consumers have an effective remedy if the situation requires government
intervention.

Other automobile manufacturers and trade associations have already gone on record in
this proceeding with similar concerns. Our common position reflects the importance of satellite
radio to our customers and the challenges WCS rule changes would present to us. We hope any
revisions to the WCS rules will fully protect the millions of consumers who rely on satellite radio
in their automobiles.

Sincerely,

Michael X. Cammisa
Director, Safety

cc: The Honorable Julius Genachowski
The Honorable Michael J. Copps
The Honorable Robert M. McDowell
The Honorable Mignon Clyburn
The Honorable Meredith Attwell Baker
Mr. Julius Knapp

ASSOCIATiON or iNTERNATIONAL AUTOfd08,ILE MANUFACTURERS, iNC
2111 WILSON BOULEVARD SUITE 1150 ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201

703.525.7788 PHONE 703.525.8817 FAX WW'W.AiAM.ORG
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Ms. Marlene H, Dortch, Scc,retary
Federal Communications Commission
445
Washington,

IB DO\;ket

Hyulldai MNor concern with proposed
cn'11111b'"'!() I 10 our previous in this we
that allowing mohile transmissions in the WCS band creates a signi ficllnt risk of
interference to in-vehicle reception and we asked the Commission to invite eomment 011

specific proposals before it modifies the WCS rules.

We appreciate this opportunity to provide this fUltherinput. However, we
stronisly dis,ag,rec with the stall's current proposal, which ctlsrc~lar,l$ evidence

effectivc sal'cl!1ual'ds, Sl!tellite radio reception

not ll.llow W1W'"

m vefllCle$ wifh that same undel'Stand'lng,

Commission WCS rules, it should also adopt
will protect satellite radio listeners who experience interlerenee from wes
operations, As an integral part of modilied wes rules, the Commission should require
any WCS operato!' causing int".l'fercnce !() sateUile radio 10 promptly eliminate the
interference or discontinue operations. The should a.lso adopt a
streamlined to ensol'C that consumers an remedy if the situation

j Comn:llSS10fl Staff That imerested Parties the Re-cord On Drafthltcrference itulcs
For Wireless COB1J11lmicattom; Service and Satellite Atldin Radio Scrv.lcelO-592, released

::t 20 ftc deadline for comnlerHS hi-13 been extended to 2:3.20 I0,



pn::SC11t to us, at
recession h()pc any to the rules will fully pF',lte,ct
consumers who on satellite radio in their automobiles,

ce: The .Honorable Julius Genaehowski
Honorable Michael ,1. Copps

The Honorable 1\1, McDowell
Honorable Mignon Clyburn
!lol101'able Meredith IUtlNell



19,2010

'v1s, ~l11rlene 14, Dortch,
Federal COn11'1TUnications. C'olTIlnisSlon
445 Twclilh Street, SW
Washi ngton, DC

Re: lB Dockct No, 95-91, WT Docket No, 07-293,. and
GN DocKet Nos, 09-47, 09-51, and 09-137

Dellr Ms. D0l1eh:

Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC(MBUSA), on behalft'four parent company, Daimler
wishes tn express concern with the recently proposed changes to the WCS service

rules, I we support the comments filed by the two main US automotive trade
associations, lhe Alliance of Aut(lInobile Manufacturers (AlJianee),,,2 and the Association

IntematioD'.1 .Automobile Manulaeturers (AIAM) '. In our carl ier filing in this
pn)c(:edlin.a, we said tIHlt allowing mobile transmissions in the \VCS band creates a
slgmtleant risk interferencc to m-vehicle reception and we "sked the Commission to
invite comment on speeific proposals before it modifies the WCS rules.

We appreciate thiS opportunity to provide this further input However, we
str,on:,,!v """"'Ti"P with the staffs ClJITent proposal, which disregards extensive evidence

the rccord demonstrating that absent ctleetive safeguards, satellite radio reception will
degraded by WCS mobiie operations, Sirius XM has spent billions of dollars

developing networks that are based on ils reasonable expectation that the Commission
would not allow mobile WCS devices. Automakers have installed tens ofmilliol1s of

I (001111iS51011 SlalJRequcsls 'That Interested Parties Supplemem the Record On Draft Interference Rules
For \Vireless (."ttmmUl1lCalIOns Service and SateHw..: DIgital AudIO Radio Service iDA 10-592. released
AprilL

Alliance is a irade Jsso(;tatlol1 wnclse members are: BM\I-/ Group. Group LLC Ford Motor
Compami, General Motors LtC, Jaguar Land RuvcLf\tazdiL Mer('edes~BenzUS/\. Mitsuhishi ~'1Dtork,

P{)fsche, and

Thc/\JAM J::< a lwde associnltOn nlembersare: Aston 1'...1anin, Advioi< Bosch, Delphj,Den~D, Ferrari,
Mas-::fMl, Honda, liym)(lai, IsuZlL Kii'L t\-1ahindra,ivlitsubishi Motors, McLaren AUH)mo!J\/c.
NissalL Subaru. Su:wkL and



radios in their with that same understanding.
8110.0(lO Mercedes-Benz vchkles with SDARS on the

there are over

If the Commission loosens the WCS rules. it should also adopt provisions that
effectively proteet satellite radio listeners who experience interference from wes

operations. As an il11egral part of modified WCS rules. the Commission should require
any \VCS operator eausmg imerferent'C 10 sateilite radio 10 promptly eliminate the
interferenee or disclmtinue its operations. The Commission should also adopt a
streamlined process to ensure that consumers have an effective remedy ifthe situation
requires government intervention.

Other automobile manula.eturers and trade associations have already gone on
record in this proce,,"(lmg with similar concerns. Our common position renects the
importance ofsatcl1ite radio \() our customers and the challenges WCS rule changes
would present to us, just at the time wc are all working to recover from the economic
recession. We hope any revisions to the WCS rules will fully protcetthe milliolJs of
consumers who rely on satellite radio in their automobiles.

MI3USA wil! eontinue to review the docket in this proceeding and we appreciale
the Cornmisslon~s consideration of our comlnents regarding lhismatter.

.. Diertl
General Manager
Engineering Services

cc: The Honorable Julius Genachowski
The Honorable Michael 1. Copps
The Honorable Robert M. McDowell
The Honorahle Mignon Clyhum
The Honorahle Mcredilh Altwell Baker
Mr. Julius Knapp
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April 23, 2010

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch. Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket, No. 07-293, lB Dockct No. 95-91, GEN Docket No. 90-357,
andRM No. 8610

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Nissan North America, Inc. wishes to convey to you the customer and business
impact the reccntly proposed changes to the WCS service rules could generate. l In our
previous tlJings in this proceeding, we said that allowing mobile transmissions in the
wes band creates a significant risk of interference to in-vehicle reception and we asked
the Commission to invite comment on specific proposals before it modities the WCS
rules.

Consistent with our request for a comment p<.'riod, we appreciate this opportunity
to provide this further input. We believe the FCC staff may not fully appreciate the
potential adverse impact upon millions of consumers resulting from the staff's current
proposal, which disregards extensive evidence in the record demonstrating that absent
effective safeguards, satellite radio reception will be degraded by WCS mobile
operations. Nissan North America and othcr manufacturers have installed tens of
millions of satellite radios in their vehicles with the expectation consumers will have
interference-free reception. Our Nissan and Infiniti consumers and millions of consumers
with other brand vehicles have invested billions of dollars in satellite technology in their
vehicles and homes. We are advised Sirius XM itselfhas spent billions of dollars
developing networks that are based on its reasonable expectation that the Commission
would not allow mobile WCS devices or at least it would ensure the integrity of the
current broadcast capability.

We urge you that if the Commission loosens the WCS rules, it should also adopt
provisions that will efiectively protect satellite radio listeners who experience
interference from WCS operations. As an integral part of modified WCS rules, the

I Commission Staff Requests That lnlerested Parties Supplement the Record On Drallinterference Rules
For Wireless Communications Service and Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (DA 10-592, released
April 2. 2010). The deadline for filing comments has been extended to April 23, 2010.



Commission should require any WCS operator causing interference to satellite radio to
promptly eliminate the interference or discontinue its operations. The Commission
should also adopt a streamlined process to ensure that consumers have an effective
remedy if the situation requires government intervention.

Other automobile manufacturers and trade associations have already gone on
record in this proceeding with similar concerns. OUf common position ret1ects the
significant investments and importanee of satellite radio to our customers and the
ehallenges WCS rule changes would present to millions of consumers and our businesses.
We hope any revisions to the WCS rules will fully protect the millions of consumers who
rely on satellite radio in their automobiles.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Kcomt
Director, Product Planning

cc: The Honorable Julius Genachowski
The Honorable Michael J. Copps
The Honorable Robert M. McDowell
The Honorable Mignon Clyburn
The Honorable Meredith Attwell Baker
Mr. Julius Knapp



ROY BLUNT

April 7, 2010
HUUSE SELEC~

COMi'/!T!EE lNT:;LUCFNCf

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'11 Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

I write to express my concerns with the impending modification of Wireless
Communications Services eWCS") rules that would for the first time allow mobile devices in
the band. I support well-conceived policies to ensure that mobile providers have suHieient
spectrum for broadband service as they grow and respond to consumer demands. But I am
concerned that in its hastc to make more spectrum available for mobile broadband, the
Commission may enact rules which could allow the degradation of service to the nearly 400,000
satellite radio subscribers in Missouri.

111e Commission must work to ensure that the deployment of new broadband
technologies does not cause disruptive interference that threatens other established consumer
services. In 1997 the FCC concluded that mobile operations in the WCS band would be
"technologically infeasible" because it would cause substantial interfcrence to satellite radio
subscribers. Even if the Commission feels that this technical conclusion is no longer valid, it
needs to take a measured approach to any change in the rules in order to ensurc that satellite
radio subscribers will not face additional interfcrcnee. At a minimum, I believe that this must
include careful testing of the proposed rules with the impacted parties and a spccific and detailed
process for detecting and resolving any interfercnec that may occur. I am pleased that the
Commission recently announced that it would allow for a public comment on this matter.

In response to this letter, I ask that you provide me with a detailed plan ofthe steps the
FCC will take to ensure that new WCS rules are sufficient to protect satellite radio consumers.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. If your staff should havc any questions, please do

not hesitate to contact Jack Smedilc in my officc at .l~cl<,$medile@mllilhQ~lse,gQY or 202-226
3316.

Sincere regards, /

fi!~f17(
Member of Congress

2740-8 [AS! SUHSHINf

SHiNGfJELO, MISSGu!{! 6580'"

(417) 889-1BOP

FAX: (417) 889-4£J"l:i
blunt (i nwiLhG\Jse.gov

vvwvv, blunU'OUSS. gov

101 RANGE UN! ROAD, Box 20

kWUN, f"~ISSOUGi 6480"

;41}i 781-1041

L\x: pH) n)1~-2B32
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February 16. 20 I0

The I-Ionorable Julius Genachc)\vski
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12''' Street. S. W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

I \vrite to you V\'ith respect to the Commission's ongoing proceeding to change the
Wireless Communications Services (WCS) rules. In particular, I am concerned that ill
advised changes to these rules may result in serious problems ro['satellite radio·broadcasters
and their listeners.

As you are aware, I believe broadband, including mobile broadband, offers tbe nation
many benefits, and as such, I have long been a proponent of the development of oew
broadband alternatives. All the same, the deployments of new broadband services must not
threaten other established licensees, such as satellite radio providers, or cause disruptive
interference for millions of existing consumers, A decision to open the WCS spectrum to
mobile broadband transmission could lead precisely to this undesirable outcome,

I urge that any steps to open the WCS speetrum be taken carefully and with due
regard for existing licensees, !\1oreover, I ask that the Commission continue in its efforts to
achieve hill transparency and accountability by making available to the public any proposed
modilied rules I(lf mobile use of the WCS spectrum befc1re their adoption, as well as aff(,rd
all interested parties an opportunity to comment on them,

Thank you for your kind attcntionto this matter, and please keep me informed of the
Commission's plan f~1r the WCS spectrum, Should you have any questions about this lettcr,
please feel hee lo (OnUlct me directly or have 11 member of your staff contact Andrew
Woelf1ing in my office at 202-225-4071,

V·lith every good wish,

.John D, Dingell
f\'lember of Congress
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The Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowksi:

I am writing regarding the Federal Communication Commission (FCC)'s National

Broadband Plan to open up the Wireless Communications Service to mobile internet
device manufacturers.

I commend you for looking at ways to increase access to broadband for more
Americans. However, I want to ensure that the Commission gives proper attention to
incumbent companies who have paid billions of dollars of infrastructure costs to build out
a network in adjacent spectrum bands.

I have no interest in stifling innovation, and as a senior Member ofthe House
Committee on Energy and Commerce, I have been a close follower of Internet and
technology issues for decades. I also believe that, given strict testing procedures, this
spectrum can be used to help create the next generation of mobile Internet devices.
However, given the 19 million subscribers to satellite radio, the Commission must ensure
that these new devices will not disrupt broadcasts for millions of people.

I respectfully request that you provide me with information on the steps the
Commission is taking to make certain that mobile devices approved for use in the WCS
band do not interfere with satellite radio broadcasts. I look forward to your prompt
response.

Sincerely,

Eliot 1. Engel
Member of Congress



March 8, 20 I0

The Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 lill Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

We write to you regarding an issue that has the potential to cause harmful interference to nearly
35 million listeners to satellite radio, including millions with access to satellite radio in fheir
automobiles. The ongoing proceeding to change Wireless Communications Service (WCS)
Jules, if mismanaged, could result in serious problems to listeners of this nationwide service.

We believe that broadband, including mobile hroadband, otTers the nation many benetlts, and we
both have long been proponents of development of new broadband alternatives. But deployment
of new broadband serviees must not threaten other established licensees or cause disruptive
interference to millions of existing eonsumers. The WCS spectrum is already authorized for a
variety of flxed broadband services pursuant to established FCC rules and some WCS licensees
arc currently using the band for this purpose. Those original WCS rules prohibit mobile
transmissions on these frequencies, however, specifically because of the threat of interferenee
with sateUite radio, which uses the lrequencies directly adjacent to WCS. This initial FCC
conclusion was based upon a thorough reeord, and no subsequent engineering advances have
solved those interfercnce concerns.

We are particularly worried about the impact a decision to open the WCS spectmm to mobile
broadband transmission would have on vehicle owners around the nation. Millions of people
have satellite radio access in their cars, and a significant faetor in many eonsumers' choiee of
vehicle is whether a satellite radio reeeiver has been installed in a particular model. Mobile
broadband interferenee eould render these receivers nearly useless and any interfercnce will
cause significant conSUJller frustration since it would be impossible to isolate the cause of
interference to an automobile reeeiver. At a time when automobile manufacturing is just
beginning to rebound from the recent recession, we think it would be very unwise to
substautially diminish the utility of a kcy vehiele f(~ature such as satellite radio.

Any steps to open up this spectrum must be taken earefully and with due regard for existing
satellite radio services. We expect, at a minimum, that the FCC will continue along its path
towards tull transparcncy and aecountability by making available to the public any proposed
modified rules for mobile nse of the WCS spectrum before they arc adopted by the Commission.
Satellite radio providers, the automakers, eonsumers, and other interested parties should have an
opportunity to thoroughly review and eomment upon those rules. The minimal additional time
that this process would take is nothing compared to the problems that would result if the new
rnles are Hawed.



Ifth8 FeC reverses its position on mobile usc ofthe wes those new rules must also
contain a means whereby any interference to satellite radio however minimal, would be
rectified immediately. That means the new rules should include appropriate mechanisms to
recompense satellite radio consumerS for any loss of service caused by a mobile broadband
device using the WCS spectrum. Of course, the Commission also should consider and adopt any
and all other protections for existing satellite radio listeners, including those who have receivers
in their vehicles, as the record warrants.

Please keep us informed of the Commission's plan for the WCS spectrum. Thank you for your·
consideration.

Sincerely,

Mike !{ noe!I',
Member of Congress

ce: Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Robert M. MeDoweJl

. Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
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February 26, 20 I0

The Honorable Jolius Genachowski, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 l2'h Street SW
Washington, D,c' 20554

Dear Chainnan Gcnachowski,

We write to you regarding an issue that has the potential to caose harmful interference to
nearly 35 million listeners to satellite radio, The ongoing Wireless Communications Services (WCS)
spectrum proceeding, ifmismanaged, could result in serious interference issues to this nationwide
service.

We agree that broadband offers the nation many benellts, Btll deployment of new broadband
services should not threaten other established licensees and cause disruptive interference to millions
nf existing consumers, The WCS spectrum is already being utilized for fixed broadband applications
pursuant to FCC rules, Those original rules prohibited mobile devices from operating on these
frequencies, however, specifically because of the threat of interference with satellite radio services,
which use frequencies adjacent to wes, This initial conclusion was based upon a thorough record,
and despite engineering advances since that time, remains equally valid today,

If the Commission elects to permit mobile use of this spectrum, however, any stcps to open
up this spcctrum must be taken carefully and with due regard for existing satcllite radio services and
consumer expectations, At a minimum, the FCC must continue along its path towards full
transparency and aceountabillty in its proeeedings by making available to the public any proposed
final rules for mobile use of the WCS spectrum befDre they are adopted by the Commission.
Incumbent licensees and Interested parties should be able to review and comment upon those rules to
prevent harm to consumers, The minimal additional time that this comment process would take is
nothing compared to the problems that would result if a mistake is made in the new rules,

The Commission should also take every step possible to ensure that any mobile system using
the wes spectrum does not illterrupt the deli very of satellite radio to subscribel's, The rules must
contain a process whereby any interference 10 satellite radio, however minimal, would be rectified
immediately, The new rules also should have appropriate mechanisms in place to recompense
satellite radio consumers IDr any loss of service caused by a mobile broadband device using the wes
spectrum,

Please kecp us informed of the Commission's plans for the WCS spectrum, Thank you for
your consideration,

Sincerely,

ANTHONY D, WEINER
Mem bel' of Congress

GARY ACKERMAN
Member of Congress



LOUISE MCINTOSH SLAUGHTER
rVlembcr of Congress

ee: Commissioner Michnel Copps
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker

STEVE ISRAEL
Member of Congress


