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EX PARTE

May 10,2010

Ms. Marlene H, Dortch
Sccrctary
Federal Communicalions Commission
445 12th Street. SW
Washington, D. c:. 20554

Re: Implcmcntation of Scction 224 of Ihc ACI; Amendment of the
Commission's Rules and Policies Governing Pole Attachments,
WC Dockel No. 07-245; Petition for Rulemakjng of Fibertech Networks
(RM-11303): United Slatcs Telecom Assoeialion Petilion ror Rulemaking
to Amend Pole Attachment Rate Regulation and Complaint Procedures
(RM-11293)

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 7, 2010. I mel wilh Priya Aiyar, Legal Advisor to Chairman
(icnachowski, Sharon Gillette, Marcus Mayer, Jenny Prime, Randy Clarke, AI Lewis,
Bill Devel'. Jonalhan Reel. Marv Sacks and Jeremy Miller of the Wireline Compelition
Bureau regarding the ahove-rerere.nced proceedings,

AT&T indicated ils support for the common goal of a uniform pole attachmcnt
rale as outlined in thc section 224 proceeding's notice of proposed rulemaking and the
recently released National Broadband Plan. The Commission has the aUlhority 10 adopt a
uniform broadband pole attachment rate under 47 LJ.S.c:. § 224. As Ihe Supreme Court
decision in NiII"/ Coble & Telecllllllll.I'. Ass'lI I'. Gill/" Power CII. confirmed, the
Commission has the responsihility to ensure thai the rates, terms, and conditions for pole
attachments are just and reasonable and has expansive authorilY to prescribe pole
attachment rates in order to prOlllote hroadhand deploymcnt. In so doing the Comlllission
should extend to ILECs the protections in section 224(b)( I) oriusl and reasonable pole
attachment rates, terms, and COnditionS, As a "provider of telecommunications," ILEes
are entitlcd to such protections under the plain language of section 224 and Congressional
intent.

AT&T also discussed its COncerns I'rom a sarety and enginecring perspective with
various industry practices for expanding the numher of attachments on a pole through the
use of extension arms and hoxing (attaching wires to hoth sides of the pole). i\T&T
encouraged the Commission to view these types or attachment pract ices as the exception
rather than the rule and to limit their use appropriately.



Pursuant to section 1.1206 of the Commission's Rules, this letter is being filed
electronically with the COl11mission,

If you have any questions. please do not hesitate to contact l11e at (202) 457-1321.

Sincerely.
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cc: P. Aiyar
S. Gillette
R. Clarke
M, Maher
j, Prime
W, Dever
A, Lewis
j. Miller
j, Reel
M, Sacks


