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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Federal Communications Comamission
Office of the Secratary

The Montana Public Service Commission (Commission) will
conduct a public hearing on THE MONTANA POWER COMPANY'S (Com-
van) petition for declaratory ruling that this Commission has
jurisdiction of the use of public utility facilities by non-
utility Cable Television (CATV) operators in the State of
Montana. The‘hearing w1lll commence on October 23, 1979, at
10:00 a.m., and continue from day to day thereafter until
completed. The hearing will be held in the Commission's of-
fices at 1227 - 11lth Avenue in Helena, Montana.

N

The Company's petition seeks a declaratory ruling that
this Commission has jurisdiction of the rates, terms and con-
ditions for the use of public utility facilities by CATV op-
erators in the State of Montana. The purpose of the hearing
is to take evidence, testimony and comments on the petition.

The hearing will be held under the contested case pro-
cedures of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act and will
be acted pursuant to tnhe Commission's authority and juris-
diction under Title 2, Chapter 4, {(the Administrative Proce-

dure Act, particularly Sections 2-4-601 through 2-4-631) and

Title &8, ' 3 (state laws on utility regulation, parti-
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cularly Sections 69-3-301 through 69-3-330) of the Montana

Code Annotated.

- At the hearing, the Commission contemplates that all
ingerested persons will be allowed to testify, under oath, with
respect to the issue of Commission jurisdiction over the rates,
terms and conditions of the use of public utility facilities
by CATV operators in the State of Montana. The basic issue 1in
this case is one of law; that is, whether or not the statues
of the State of Montana give such jurisdiction to the Commis-
sion. For a specific discussion of this issue, attention is
directed to the petition of The Montana Power Company on file
in this proceeding. The Petition is available at the Commis-
sion's offices at 1227 - 1llth Avenue, Helena, Montana 59601
and at the off£Ce of The Montana Power Company, 40 East Broadway,
Butte, Montana, 59701.

Any person may participate in this proceeding and may peti-
tion to formally intervene, although intervention is not neces-
.
sary for participation.
The Montana consumer Counsel, 34 West Sixth Avenue, Helena,

Montana, 59601 (telephone 449-2771) is available to represent

consumer interests in this proceeding without charge.
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