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LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

GENERAL ORDER

In re: RUles and regulations implementing regulatory authority oVer pole
attachments.

In response to a petition for rule making filed by South Central Bell
Telephone Company, and in light of amendments to 47 U.S.C. Section 224(c), to
become effective December 28, 1984, the Commission at its meeting on December
17, 1984 reaffirmed its previously adopted orders and regulations implemenbing
its existing author i ty over pole attachments and conduit occupancy with in the
State of Louisiana between pUblic utilities operating in the State of Louisiana
and cable television operators. In promulgating these rules, the Commission
has considered the interest of SUbscribers of cable television services, SUb
scribers of utility serVices, and cable television operators as well as the
interests of public utility companies.

In the past, cable television operators have entered into independent
contracts with public utility companies for the use of pole attachment and
conduit space. It is the opinion of'the Commission that it is in the public
lnterest and in the interest of subscribers of cable television serVices and
subscribers of utility services that utility and cable television operators
continue jointly to use poles and conduit to reduce costs and to prevent
duplication of these structures. The Commission believes that continuation of
this practice will serve to allocate the costs of installing .and maintaininq
utility poles and conduits between public utilities and cable television
operators, whlch costs are ultimately incurred by the subscribers of these
services. The Commission believes that the contract procedure outlined above
subject to Commission orders and regulations may continue to be used but,
should a regUlated pUblic utility file tariffs regulating pole attachments
and/or conduit occupancy, the Commission shall then review said tariffs and
provide for by applicable statutes, Commission orders and regUlations, and
rules of practice and procedure with proper notice and opportunity to be heard
given to all interested parties.

In order to best protect the interests of public utilities, cable tele
vision operators, and the subscribers of these serVices, and in order to
foster joint use of utility poles and conduit, the Commission believes that
any interested party should be entitled to file a complaint concerning the
rates, terms and conditions of pole attachment or condui t occupancy agr ee
ments, or with respect to any individual matter, and the Commission will take
timely final action on any such complaint so filed.

IT IS ORDERED TBAT:

1. The rates charged public utilities or cable television operators for
pole attachment space on utility poles and in conduit owned by public
util !ties shall, in general, be establisned by independ"nt contracts e:>tered
into between the cable television operators and public utilities SUbject to
Commission orders and regulations pertaining thereto or by tariffs filed by
said utility and accepted by the Commission after proper notice and
opportunity to be heard by all interested parties.
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2. A~y interested party may file a complaint for the purpose of determin

ing rhe rates, terms and conditions of pole attachment and conduit occupancy
agreements, or with respect to any individual matter, pursuant to the Rules of
Practice and Procedure promulgated by the Louisiana Public Service Commission
and available from the body, and that timely final action will be taken on any
such complaint so filed.
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December 17, 1984
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