
To Chairman Genachowski and whomever this may concern at the FCC,

 

As of this writing I again want to thank you for reclassifying broadband under Title II of the

Telecommunications Act as a telecommunications service. I want to stress again that Net Neutrality

should apply to mobile broadband, and all wireless carriers as well as fixed wire-line broadband

providers whether cable company ISPs or telecom based DSL. I want to stress any copyright

exemption though to Network Neutrality maintain legal protections for public domain material online.

 

Not even Microsoft or Micro$oft as I call them should receive a free pass on Net Neutrality. Don't

listen to their criticisms of Net Neutrality -- this from the same company that tried to bend the Web to

their will during the 1990s when they set out to destroy Netscape's web browser business and

dominate the web browser market themselves because they feared the browser would make their

Windows OS obsolete. The fact that Netscape's browser was cross platform and interoperable with

Windows, Apple Macintosh, Linux etc scared Microsoft. The fear that developers might abandon

coding for Windows and code for the browser itself prompted Microsoft to enter the browser market

and begin its campaign to crush Netscape. They did so by changing Windows protocols to make

Netscape buggy with the Windows operating system, deny Netscape access to the new protocols,

bundle Internet Explorer with Windows and pushed Apple to bundle a Mac version of IE Microsoft

made with the Mac OS to kill off the cross platform threat by Netscape to Microsoft's business.

Microsoft had developed an anti competitive, anti consumer monopoly and had unfairly, immorally

and illegally in spite of antitrust law used that monopoly to protect its Windows Operating System

from competition by crushing Netscape.

 

Microsoft having engaged in anti competitive behavior in the past deserves no sympathy. Please

keep this in mind when crafting new Net Neutrality rules. Protect public domain material online and

keep Bit Torrent protected under Net Neutrality. Comcast's blocking of Bit Torrent is what prompted

the FCC in 2008 under the Bush Administration to fine Comcast for its anti competitive, anti consumer

deceptive business practices. Not only did Comcast try to interfere with Bit Torrent traffic and

prioritize it by slowing down connections to it or blocking access of its high speed Internet subscribers

to Bit Torrent but it tried to deceive the public and the FCC. When the public became aware and

complained to the FCC which investigated, found Comcast guilty and fined the company Comcast

protested by filing a lawsuit against the FCC.

 

Comcast and big cable and telecoms have been lobbying Washington politicians  since 2005-2006 to

change laws in their favor at the expense of the public's. Comcast upset with the FCC ruling filed its

lawsuit Comcast v. FCC against the agency. The outcome of course in the case made it clear the

FCC had no alternative afterward but to push forward with reclassification of broadband as a Title II

telecommunications service.

 




