
Chairman Genachowski and Commissioner Clyburn,

 

I have written to you numerous times already, and filed all the public comments supportive of

broadband reclassification under Title II as a telecommunications service to enable the FCC to

protect the Open Internet and enforce Net Neutrality rules in addition to implementing The National

Broadband Plan. I have written how the Open Internet by allowing free flow of information and

communication that power hungry telecoms and cable companies fear being allowed to continue has

benefited commerce, innovation, telecommunication, provided educational empowerment etc. I would

now like to bring to your attention that without Net Neutrality the pioneers behind viral video sharing

site YouTube would have had to have obtained permission from the incumbent ISPs to innovate.

Without Net Neutrality corporate censorship could occur today on the Internet. Without Net Neutrality

ISPs could slowdown or block access to specific websites users want to visit. They can slow down

our high speed Internet connections when uploading or downloading files. We cannot allow them to

prioritize traffic and the data that is accessed by users. I have mentioned how an Open Internet

benefits public dissent -- how the Obama for America campaign using the power of the Internet

helped elect President Obama to as our nation's President.

 

I mentioned how the Open Internet has been used by Health Care for America Now.org (HCAN) to

fundraise and mobilize grassroots support for the recent passage of health insurance reform. I

mentioned how the Open Internet is now being used to help push Congress to pass financial reform.

An Open Internet can challenge the status quo of corporate power in so many areas. We do not want

corporations to gain more power over our lives by controlling the Internet. We need to keep it in public

hands.

 

I mentioned the need before to enforce Net Neutrality and protect public domain material online in a

recent public comment filing with your agency. I just want to stress that without an Open Internet

citizen journalism and blogging may not have been possible. Thanks to the Open Internet and the

possibility of uploading user generated viral video on YouTube citizen journalism has become

common -- and even horrific images from all corners of the world where news cameras couldn't reach

are now being distributed and shared like the recent Iranian election protest videos that became

available online for viewing and once distributed via the Web CNN and other TV networks were able

to pick up the footage they were unable to record and re-


