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Marlene H. D0l1ch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room TW-A35
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Comments of The C-SPAN Networks in
MB Docket No. 10-71: Petitioll/or Rlilemakillg to Amelld tile
Commissioll's Rilles Govemillg Retrallsmissioll COllsellt

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The C-SPAN Networks I submit these Comments in the above-referenced
proceeding.

We support the effort of a broad coalition of MVPDs, independent programmers
and policy groups to amend the Commission's retransmission consent rules. We agree
with the Petition for Rulemaking filed in this proceeding that "the retransmission consent
regime is broken." It is broken in the sense that it has resulted in the viewing public
being denied access to programming, as the petitioners have persuasively demonstrated.
Clearly, such a result does not serve the public interest.

The C-SPAN Networks can speak from painful experience over many years of
how the Commission's rules have denied the public access to our own news and public
affairs programming. We have been critical of the must carry rule from its inception as
an unfair governmental preference for any broadcast programming over any cable
programming. The retransmission consent regime is the must carry rule's next of kin.

J The C-SPAN Networks are full time satellite delivered public affairs television programming services
available via cable television and satellite, and devoted entirely to information and public affairs, including the
live gavel-to-gavel coverage of the proceedings of the U.S. House of Representatives (on C-SPAN), the U.S.
Senate (on C-SPAN2) and a variety of other events at public fora around the country and the world. The
C-SPAN Networks also include C-SPAN3, a fulltime digital programming service launched in January of
200 I. The C-SPAN Networks are produced and distributed by the National Cable Satellite Corporation
("NCSC"), a non-profit educational corporation in the District of Columbia. NCSC is exempt from federal
income tax pursuant to LR.C. Sec. 501(c)(3).
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As implemented, it has the same effect on programmers who do not hold an FCC license
- it puts us at a distinct marketplace disadvantage as we seek to achieve full carriage on
cable systems.

Retransmission consent not only distorts the programming marketplace, in doing
so it also impedes the Congressional purpose of achieving a diversity of voices in that
marketplace. A vast array of non-broadcast programming was created to fill the lineups
of MVPDs, thereby ful1i1ling a major goal of Congress in its generally deregulatory
approach to the Communications Act. The C-SPAN Networks comprise just one unique
voice among the many created since cable television and satellite technology combined to
revolutionize the television industry. Yet the retransmission consent regime has been
kept alive as an obstacle to achieving as much diversity as the market would otherwise
allow.

The petitioners seek to dismantle at least part of that obstacle. Even as we believe
the retransmission consent regime is a bad system, we support the effort to make it better.

Respectfully submitted,

The C-SPAN Networks

By:~1)fJ2;~
Bruce D. Collins
Corporate Vice President & General Counsel


