
 I am writing to voice my strong opposition to the proposed Comcast-NBC merger.

A merger of this size would give one company unprecedented control over media content and

platforms. It would allow the largest cable and Internet access provider to control one of the nation's

largest media companies. It would also give Comcast-NBC an incentive to prioritize its own online

content over other content and stifle the free flow of Internet traffic.

 

That's way too much power for any one company, period, and it threatens competition and innovation

at a moment when new forms of online video delivery are just emerging.

 

This merger would negatively affect competition and prompt a new wave of media consolidation as

other companies scramble to match Comcast-NBC's market power, making these problems even

worse. This merger is not a solution, rather it would be a real disaster for competition and innovation.

 

A bigger, more powerful Comcast will do nothing to address the pressing need for better media in our

communities and our democracy. The FCC must stop this merger.

 

Comcast has a sordid history that also should be considered:    

   * It has fired workers who try to join unions;

   * It was voted worst company in America by readers of the Consumerist;

   * It has engaged in vicious price gouging;

   * It was caught red-handed censoring political ads and blocking Internet traffic;

   * CEO Brian Roberts was rated one of the five most overpaid CEOs in America.

 

I have experienced at least five major media companies as a consumer in California. Of the five,

Comcast had the worst service in terms of broadband and broadcast reliability, the poorest customer

service and the poorest response time to fix broken or downed lines and/or other technical issues.

Frankly, they don't deserve to have even more responsiblity

and the power that they would have if they merge with NBC. 

 

For all the reasons that I state above, Comcast should not

be allowed to merge with NBC now or in the future. Thank you

for your consideration of my comments.

 

 


