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May 25, 2010
Ex Parte

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation, MB Docket No. 09-194

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 24, 2010, Caroline Joyce of Legacy, Dominic Perri of the Coalition for 
Independent Rating Services (the “Coalition”), and Marcia Lee Taylor of the Partnership for a 
Drug-Free America (the “Partnership”) met with Mary Beth Murphy, Holly Saurer, Chris 
Hickman, and Joy Hewitt from the Media Bureau.  

Legacy is a national, independent public health foundation that is dedicated to reducing 
tobacco use in the United States through public education campaigns and various programs1. 
The Coalition is a non-profit organization that promotes ratings services that are independent of 
entertainment content producers2.  The Partnership for a Drug-Free America is a nonprofit 
organization that unites parents, renowned scientists and communications professionals to help 
motivate and equip parents to prevent their children from using drugs and alcohol, and to find 
help and treatment for family and friends in trouble3.

Legacy, the Coalition and the Partnership referenced a May 12 letter filed in this docket 
signed by eleven organizations that addressed recent survey findings from the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (“USCCB”)4.  The USCCB survey found parents are as 
concerned about media portrayals of illegal drug use, smoking and alcohol abuse as they are 
1 To learn more, see www.legacyforhealth.org
2 To learn more, see www.independentratings.org
3 To learn more, see www.drugfree.org
4 Comments of United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Docket No. 09-194, Feb 24, 2010 at  4
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about violence, sexual content and profane language.  Yet portrayals of illegal drug use, alcohol 
abuse and smoking are often not included in ratings and blocking systems that traditionally 
include violence, sex and profane language.

The three organizations encouraged the Commission to act on this important data from 
America's parents, who clearly are concerned about their children's exposure to illegal drugs, 
smoking and alcohol abuse.  The U.S. transition to digital television (DTV) offers an excellent 
opportunity to provide children with additional protection.  DTV allows for updates to existing 
TV content ratings and the addition of new ratings.   Content descriptors for portrayals of illegal 
drugs, smoking and alcohol abuse could easily be added to RRT5, which is currently unused. 
Legacy, the Coalition and the Partnership encouraged the Commission to promote the creation of 
these descriptors, which would allow parents to block programs that portray illegal drug use, 
alcohol abuse and smoking.

Should the Commission move in this direction, our organizations commit to promoting 
these new ratings at the grassroots level as both a resource and a public health benefit.  

Sincerely,

Dominic J. Perri
Executive Director 
Coalition for Independent Ratings Services

cc:  Mary Beth Murphy
Holly Saurer
Chris Hickman
Joy Hewitt
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