
FEDEnt~L COMMUNlCATJONS COM1yl15SION

WASHJNC;iTOI",j

May 10,2010

The Honorable Sam Brownbaek
United States Sellate
303 Hart Senate Ollicc Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Brownback:

Thank you Ii", your letter c~.pressing concerns about the Order approving the transfer of
control of licenses and authorizations from SkyTcrra Comlllunications, Inc., to Harbinger Capital
Panners Funds. The Order, issued on March 26,2010 by thc Chiefs of the International Bureau, the
Office of Engineering and Technology, and the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, conditions
approval on li~lrbingcrls adherence to certain voluntary cOlnmitm("nl~ it made regarding the
construction and operation of a proposed imegrated satellitelterrestria! "fourth-generation" mobile
broadband network. The conditions about which yOll expressed concern require Harbinger to obtain
prior Commission ,approval bef(we entering into certain business arrangements with whatever
companies arc the largest and second largest wireless providers at the time of the arrangement. The
Order docs not prohibit any arrangcments ex ante.

AT&T, Inc., and Vcrizon Wireless have petitioned the E-lureaus to reconsider tile Order 10

the exten! that appr,wa! is conditioned on Harbinger's compliance with such conditions. The
reconsideration petitions arc opposed by Sprint Nextel Corporation and several organizations
designated as the Public Interest Sp,x,trum Coalition. AT&T and Verizon Wirelcss have submitted
replies t0these oppositions. The Bureaus presently are reviewing these tilings anJ assessing the
appropriate action to lake to reso Il'e the legal arguments presented by the petitions for
reconsideratioll.

The questions posed in yonI' leller involve many of the issues eUlTently hefore the Bureaus in
the ongoing reconsideration docket. To ensure that the Bureaus will hal'e a complete record on
which to proceed, they have induJed your letter iu Ihe record of the pending proceeding.

I appreciate your interest and concerns about Lhis malLeI'. We will keep your staff informed
on the status of the pending proceeding. Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Sineen,l y,

Jnlius Genachowski


