Reply Comments on WP Docket 10-72

Relating to Amateur Radio operations during government-sponsored emergency
preparedness and disaster readiness drills and tests

My name is Ron Hashiro, amateur radio operator AH6RH. I serve as a
communications volunteer with Hawaii State Civil Defense with over 25 years of
experience, and am an original contributor to the ARRL course on Emergency
Communications.

[ support WP Docket 10-72, NPRM 10-45, relating to Amateur Radio operations
during government-sponsored emergency preparedness and disaster readiness
drills and tests. The proposed exception eliminates the need to file waivers allows
employees to pass simulated emergency messages on behalf of their employer. It
frees up time for the FCC staff, government emergency management agencies and
volunteers for actual preparedness activities. Additionally, it increases the pool of
trained and skilled operators ready for the next emergency.

The current NPRM covers exercises sponsored by local and state governments. A
suggestion would be to extend the exemption to include exercise events sponsored
by chapters of the American Red Cross, ARRL ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency
Service), RACES and CERT (Citizens Emergency Response Team), thereby enabling
employees within the community to participate at additional opportunities.

A number of comment submissions, including the ARRL (http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs
/document/view?id=7020490069) and myself (http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs
/document/view?id=7020490052) suggest an opportunity to extend the drills or
tests beyond government-sponsored events.

A suggested rewording for 97.113(a)(3)(i) would be:

(i) A control station operator may participate on behalf of an employer in an
emergency preparedness or disaster readiness test or drill, limited to the
duration and scope of such test or drill, and operational testing immediately
prior to such test or drill. The test or drill shall be government-sponsored, or
registered with a government emergency preparedness agency at least 30
days prior to the test or drill.

The rewording would allow the groups listed above to register the tests or drills
with their counterparts in government and conduct the tests or drills.

In conclusion, the community would benefit from more opportunities for employee
operations of amateur radio stations to practice and pass messages simulating
communications typical of emergencies and disasters, before the actual emergencies
and disasters.
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