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TORNILLO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 0isTRicT  FCC .

June 4, 2010

Letter of Appeal

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary CC

445 - 12th Street, S.\W. 02‘6
Room TW-A325

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Form 471 Application Number: 432427
Funding Year: 2004
Applicant’s Form ldentifier: TiIsD 04
Billed Entity Number: 142108
FCC Registration Number: 0013525662
SPIN: 143022561
Service Provider Name: Complete Networking Solutions
Service Provider Contact Person: Mike Salas

Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letter Date:  April 7, 2010

We would like to formally appeal the decision as stated in the Commitment Adjustment
Decision Letter received April 7, 2010, “it was determined that the applicant did not have a
contract in place at the time of the submission of the Form 4717

Please refer to the attached Memorandum and Ratification of Agreement signed and dated by
Paul Vranish, Superintendent Tornillo Independent School District and Mike Salas, Complete
Networking Solutions on May 26, 2010. The purpose of the document is to affirm and ratify the
contractual agreement between both parties regarding the installation of internal connections
and information services i.e. fiber optic cable during the 2004 funding year.

According to state requirements, a person can accept an offer by a written contract, a bilateral
contract or a unilateral contract. We believe a unilateral contract existed between both parties
because the receipt of goods and services were rendered by the vendor as approved and
funded by USAC. Please refer to the attached letter by Mike Salas that helps support our
position.

It should be noted, and we are sure you agree, that there is no question that the equipment
and services were delivered and installed that year, that the price for this procurement was
well within the norms for a project of that type in that funding year, and that there is no
question as to the appropriate use of the fiber backbone, etc. — the District still uses them on a
daily basis as it acts as the main network back bone that connects our 2 campuses. Finally the
project “makes sense” in the context of the internal assessment conducted at the time which
established that we needed a high speed connection between campuses.




TORNILLO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OISTRICT

- ¢
The District would like to make it clear that in no way have these funds, equipment and /’"m msx““\
services been used for anything other than the intended purposes. We are one of the
10 poorest school districts in Texas; the District relies on E-Rate funding to provide its students
and teachers with an opportunity to experience technology as they would in urban areas. We
are notin the business of manipulating or cheating programs to fund frivolous technology
projects. Given the preponderance of our good faith efforts to comply with the program
standards, it is our formal request that you close this case with a favorable ruling for Tornillo
1SD and allow us to put this matter behind us.
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Tornilio Technology Department
Paul Vranish

Superintendent

PO Box 170

Tornillo, TX 79853

P: 815-765-3000

F. 915-764-2120
vranishpl@tisd.us

erate@tisd.us

CC: Mike Salas (Complete Networking Solutions)




MEMORANDUM AND RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF _& [ Fdjﬂ

The purpese of this document is to affirm and ratify the contractual agreement between Tornillo
Independent School Diswict and Complete Networking Solutions regarding the installation of
internal connections and information services i.e tiber optic cable,

Whereln, the parties hereto entered into a binding conlractual agreement for the installation of
fiber optic cable initially for the funding year 2004.

The parties enlered into negottations and Complete Networking Soluljons supplied Ternillo
Independent School District full and complete bid information and documentation for the project
which in due course was agreed upon and accepted by Tornillo Independent Schoot District in all
aspects, thereby forming a mutually agreeable binding contractual agreement for the insiallation
of fiber optic cable.

The project was fully and satisfactorily compleled by Complele Networking Solutions and the
resulting inlernal conneetions and information services were aceepted by Tornillo Independent
School District,

Whereas, both parties now herein affirm and ratify said contractual agreement in all aspects,
terms and conditions for all purposes.

Dated: May =l __ 2010.
Tornillo Independent School District Complete Networking Solutions
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May 3, 2010

Paul Vranish, Superintendent
Tornillo indep Sthool District
PO Box 170

Tornillo, TX 79583

RE: form 471 Application Number: 432427
Funding Year: 2004
Applicant’s Form |dentifier: TISD 04
Billed Entity Number: 142108
FCC Registration Numaber: 0013525662
SPIN: 143022561
Service Provider Name: Complete Netwarking Solutions
Service Provider Contact Person: Mike 5alas

According to the Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letter for funding Year 2004 originated on April 2, 2010,
during a review USAC determined that Tornilla 15D did not have a contract in place at the time of submisslon of the
Farm 471. My office has been unable to produce our copy of the contract initiated prior to the filing of the Form
471 and contingent upon the school’s approval of E-Rate funding.

Consideration needs to be given to the numerous discrepancies in the information provided for completing the
process and the fact that there was no contract number listed on the 471 at the time that the FRN was approved
and the Funding Commitment Decision Letler was issued.

It is customary for Complete Networking Seclutions to obtain a signed contract when selected as a Service Provider
for the filing of a 471. Each contract is enacted contingent upon funding. However, the guidance oMered by the
Universal Service Administrative Company is inconsistent and often contradictory of other sections of such
guidance.

USACTs Step 4: Contract Guidance states: Obtaining the service provider signature and date is not o progrom
requirement, but state ond/or local controct low moy include this ar ather compliance requirements. {Reference:
Highlighted section of attached.} In that statement and numerous other sections of the rules and regulations, it
requires applicants and service providers to meet ali state cantract requirements. We understand that according
to state reguirements, a person can accept an offer by one of numerous methods including: a written contract, a
bilaters) contract or a unilateral contract.

A unilateral contract suggests undeniable proof of the receipt of goods and services that were approved and
furded on the FRN. All materials and services were purchased and installed within tha timeframe of the funding
period: July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005. The agreement between Tornillo (S0 and Complete Networking
solutions was clear, understood and contingent upon E-Rate Funding The project did and continues to follow the
purpose of the E-Rate Program to provide your school affordable access to telecommunications and information
services.

Sincerely,
Mike Salas dba Complete Networking Soiutions
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Step 4: Contract Guidance - 5chools and Libraries - USAC
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