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         June 21, 2010 
 
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
   Re:  MM Docket No. 10-56:  Comcast-NBCU Transaction  

Dear Ms. Dortch:   

Comcast has filed the above-captioned applications to acquire control of NBC 
Universal from General Electric.  As part of its submission and in its testimony before the House 
Subcommittee on Communications, Technology and the Internet on February 4, Comcast offered 
as a condition on FCC consent to the transaction Comcast’s commitment to free over-the-air 
television service.  Comcast has also expressed its intention to sustain and strengthen NBC, its 
owned and operated stations, and its affiliates.   

 
The NFL believes that a strong broadcast television network plays an important 

role in providing the American public with free over-the-air television service and is pleased that 
Comcast has stated its intention to continue to provide the public with quality programming  on 
the NBC broadcast network.1  As we have explained in detail in another proceeding, 
retransmission consent is a vital part of the broadcast industry.2  We believe that Comcast’s 
decision not to join the many cable, telephone and DBS multichannel video programming 
distributors that called for radical revisions to the retransmission consent system that Congress 
put in place is a constructive step in honoring  its commitment to strengthen and support 
broadcast television.  

 
 

                                                 
1  See Reply Comments of The National Football League at 2-3, Petition for Rulemaking to Amend the 
Commission’s Rules Governing Retransmission Consent, MB Docket No. 10-71 (June 3, 2010).    
2  See id. at 3-5.   



 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
June 21, 2010 
Page 2  
 

 

In addition to working with its partners in the broadcast industry, the NFL is also 
an independent cable network operator through its NFL Network.  It has been frustrated by its 
limited success in making fair carriage arrangements for the very popular programming offered 
by NFL Network with vertically integrated MSOs which also own or hold an interest in 
competing cable networks.  Though it has had disputes with Comcast in the past over carriage 
issues relating to the NFL Network, and both sides made use of available legal and regulatory 
procedures, these disputes were successfully resolved by the parties last year.  Nonetheless, the 
NFL’s experience with vertically integrated MSOs teaches that the Commission’s processes for 
resolving program carriage disputes are unduly slow, tilted against independent programmers 
and excessively burdensome to these programmers.  As a result, they have proven to be 
ineffective in curbing discriminatory abuses by vertically-integrated MSOs.  While the NFL was 
able to pursue what was a lengthy and costly dispute with Comcast and ultimately reach an  
outcome that was reasonable for both parties, other independent programmers may lack the 
means to do so.  Because this issue is so important and affects a wide range of independent 
programmers and vertically-integrated MSOs, it is one that is best addressed by broad-based 
Commission action, which we continue to support.  Indeed, this merger makes prompt action on 
industry-wide reform of program carriage rules all the more important.  The Comcast-NFL 
Network agreement is serving the public interest by making NFL Network programming 
available to a far larger number of subscribers, but the Commission’s current procedures may not 
always foster that outcome.   

 
As the largest MSO in the country acquiring one of the four major broadcast 

networks, Comcast will be an even more effective, as well as powerful, force in the video 
marketplace.  The NFL believes that if conditioned in a way consistent with Comcast’s voluntary 
commitments both to broadcasting and independent cable networks, the NBCU transaction can 
strengthen the public’s free television service.     

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
      Gerard J. Waldron 
      Counsel to The National Football League  


