
 
 

 
June 28, 2010 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

Re:  Reply comments on the Fourth Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
 CS Docket No. 97-80, PP Docket No. 00-67 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
The 1394 Trade Association (the “1394 TA”) provides these reply comments on the 
Commission’s Fourth Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.  The 1394 TA’s overall 
assessment of this document, and previous Commission attempts in this regard, is that paragraph 
21 is significantly inadequate in defining the high level function of the interface that the 
Commission so desperately wants to see flourish in the retail market.   
 
The Commission must go further and require that the MVPD provided Program Guide allow 
consumers to record to their retail purchased 1394 storage devices.  The Commission must also 
require that the MVPD provided STB accept audio/video (AV) input from retail purchased 1394 
AV devices.  The 1394 TA believes that both of these necessary functional enhancements to 
existing STB’s can be accomplished inexpensively with firmware updates. 
 
Defining the function of the interface in paragraph 21 is the solution! 

 
In the Commission’s Notice of Inquiry (NOI), the Public Telephone Network and the 1980’s, 
1990’s, 2000-era coaxial cable TV system were both lauded as the successful, desired outcomes 
that the Commission desires from both the Fourth FNPR and the NOI because a vibrant, 
vigorous free market developed for add-on products.  It is the 1394 TA’s opinion that paragraph 
21, which attempts to define the function of the set top box (STB) interface for add-ons, is the 
most important paragraph in the Fourth FNPR to achieve the Commission’s stated goal.  
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Comcast AGAINST defining the interface function in paragraph 21! 
 
From Comcast’s filing:  97-80 06-14-2010 Comcast Corporation 7020505140.pdf, pg 5: 
 
“Comcast recommends that the Commission avoid mandating the use of  
specific technologies in this area, particularly given the experience with the 1394 requirement.” 
“Consequently, the Commission should avoid mandating rules around interface functionality.” 
 
Time Warner AGAINST defining the interface function in paragraph 21! 
 
From Time Warner’s filing: 97-80 06-14-2010 Time Warner Cable Inc. 7020505117.pdf, pg18: 
 
“More generally, experience has proven that the Commission will better  
serve the goals of Section 629 by permitting flexibility rather than prescribing specific  
technical requirements.” 
 
It is the opinion of the 1394 TA that these two sets of quotes from leading MVPD’s Fourth 
FNPR filings completely explains the root cause why a vibrant add-on market has not developed 
for the existing 1394 interface on 25 million STB’s in consumers residences today.  The quotes 
also portend FAILURE for any future Commission rulemaking that does not define the function 
of the STB interface. 
 
The 1394 TA has been consistent on this point in all of its previous 9 filings with the 
Commission over the past three years.  On June 22, 2010 the 1394 TA released to the public its 
definition of STB functionality which can be downloaded at: 
http://www.1394ta.org/developers/specifications/2008003.html 
 
Firmware updates to the 25 million existing STB’s with 1394 could enable consumers to record 
copy-always-content to the millions of 1394 products that they already own and greatly enhance 
the market for new retail STB add-on products with 1394 interfaces.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
       1394 TRADE ASSOCIATION 

 
 

___________________________ 
David Thompson 
Secretary, 1394 Trade Association 
315 Lincoln, Suite E 
Mukilteo, WA 98275 
dave.thompson@lsi.com 

                                                


