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The Boeing Company ("Boeing"), by its attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.415

of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.415, hereby submits the following comments

in support of the Commission's proposed amendment of Part 87 of its rules to allow

aeronautical utility mobile stations to use 1090 MHz for runway vehicle identification

and avoidance. j
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rulemaking in this proceeding,2 Boeing raised concerns about substantial difficulties and

delays associated with securing from the Commission radio-navigation land test and

experimental licenses necessary to conduct installation and checkout testing of new

Traffic Collision Avoidance System ("TCAS") and identification friend or foe ("IFF")

systems utilizing the 1090 MHz band.3 These delays appear to be caused by difficulties

in securing NTIA and Federal Aviation Administration ("FAA") approval for the

issuance by the Commission of such experimental licenses.

Boeing's concern was that the delay could be due to existing congestion in the

1090 MHz frequency segment and could be exacerbated by further congestion caused by

the introduction of runway vehicle identification and collision avoidance systems. TCAS

and IFF communications systems are used to monitor the airspace around aircraft and to

warn pilots of any threat of a mid-air collision. As part of aircraft design, manufacturing

and certification, Boeing is required to test and certify these important systems using the

frequency 1090 MHz. It is essential that Boeing be able to obtain the necessary radio­

navigation land test and experimental licenses to do so in a timely manner.

Subsequent to Boeing's previous comments on this issue, Boeing, NTIA and FAA

opened a dialogue to discuss the delays that have occurred in the past with regard to the

NTIA and FAA rp'llp,.v process for FCC experimental license applications ltH!r\I'Ul11IG
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progress, however, could be stifled if the designation of 1090 MHz fur aeronautical

utility mobile staltlOflS were to

Boeing geflenllly supports

the rp,,,p,u process further. Therefore, although

Commission's proposed revision to the Part 87 rules to

permit aeronautical utility mobile stations to use 1090 MHz for runway safety

communications, such changes should be made in concert with efforts by the NTIA and

FAA to improve the review and approval process for experimental license applications to

use the 1090 MHz band to support TCAS and IFF test operations.
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