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COMMENTS OF SPRINT NEXTEL CORPORATION  

 
 Sprint Nextel Corporation (“Sprint Nextel”) hereby files these comments in 

response to the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau’s (“Bureau”) Third Further 

Notice of Proposed Rule Making1 proposing an alternative 800 MHz band 

reconfiguration band plan and negotiation timetable for the U.S. Virgin Islands that 

would be consistent with the recent revisions it adopted for the Puerto Rico NPSPAC 

Region.    

In the Puerto Rico Order the Bureau adopted an 800 MHz band plan for the 

Puerto Rico NPSPAC Region (Region 47), including an allocation for the “new” 

NPSPAC band at 851-854 MHz, a traditional “interleaved” band allocation, and slightly 

modified Expansion Band and Guard Band allocations.2  The Puerto Rico Order also 

clarified how it would direct the 800 MHz Transition Administrator to apportion 

                                                 
1  See Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band, WT Docket 
02-55, Third Report and Order and Third Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making, __ 
FCC Rcd ____, DA 10-695 (PSHSB April 26, 2010) (“Puerto Rico Order” or  
“FNPRM”). 
 
2  The Puerto Rico Order adopted a 0.5 MHz increase in the Expansion Band (860 - 
861.5 MHz) and corresponding 0.5 MHz decrease in the Guard Band (861.5 - 862 MHz) 
as necessary to accommodate all 800 MHz operators in Puerto Rico.  Puerto Rico Order 
at ¶ 6. 
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spectrum in the 800 MHz “ESMR band” between 862-869 MHz given the need to 

accommodate as many as three Economic Area licensees.3  The Puerto Rico Order 

established an eighteen month transition period to complete 800 MHz band 

reconfiguration in the Puerto Rico NPSPAC Region, including a 90-day mandatory 

negotiation period for remaining incumbents.4 

  The FNPRM tentatively concluded that the same modified band plan and 

eighteen month transition period should be adopted for the U.S. Virgin Islands NPSPAC 

Region (Region 48) and requested comments on that tentative conclusion.5 

Sprint Nextel wholly supports the Bureau’s tentative conclusions and requests 

immediate adoption of revised band plan to facilitate prompt completion of 800 MHz 

band reconfiguration in the U.S. Virgin Islands.  Sprint Nextel agrees that because the 

Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands are contained within the same Economic Area for 

licensing purposes, it make sense to adopt the same band plan in both NPSPAC Regions.  

Additionally, the U.S. Virgin Islands includes a small number of “site-specific” licensees 

in the ESMR band that must be retuned to lower portion of the 800 MHz band, just as in 

the Puerto Rico NPSPAC Region.  The adoption of the revised band plan for U.S. Virgin 

Islands does not appear to create any added burden on Sprint Nextel who is responsible 

for funding the retunes of incumbent licensees.  Sprint Nextel, therefore, supports the 

slight divergence from the standard U.S. band plan.   

                                                 
3  FNPRM at ¶ 13. 
 
4  FNPRM at ¶ 18. 
 
5  FNPRM at ¶ 25. 
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Sprint Nextel notes that the 800 MHz band reconfiguration process is already far 

along and near completion in U.S. Virgin Islands.  The “new” NPSPAC band has already 

been cleared of 1-120 channel incumbent site-specific licensees and the “old” NPSPAC 

band has no 800 MHz incumbents to be retuned into the former 1-120 channel block.  

Thus, 800 MHz retuning of public safety licensees in the U.S. Virgin Islands is already 

complete.  All that remains in the U.S. Virgin Islands is the retuning of a small number of 

incumbents out of the ESMR band and consolidation of any Economic Area licensees 

authorized to retune to the ESMR band.   

Because the critical portion of 800 MHz band reconfiguration has, in effect, been 

completed in the U.S. Virgin Islands, Sprint Nextel agrees with the Bureau’s tentative 

conclusion that an eighteen-month transition should be sufficient to complete 

reconfiguration for the remaining small number of 800 MHz licensees who must be 

retuned.  Sprint Nextel suggests that the timetable for retuning incumbent licensees in 

U.S. Virgin Islands be consistent with the established timetable for retuning of 

incumbents in Puerto Rico.  Delays in one NPSPAC Region cannot be permitted to result 

in a delay or additional costs in retuning for a single licensee authorized and required to 

relocate in both NPSPAC Regions.  Thus, while Sprint Nextel supports the Bureau’s 

proposed eighteen-month transition period, Sprint Nextel favors a shorter period for 

implementation of reconfiguration in U.S. Virgin Islands to make its deadline consistent 

with the Puerto Rico deadline.6   

                                                 
6  Sprint Nextel supports a single 90-day mandatory negotiation period for 
remaining incumbents in U.S. Virgin Islands. 
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To make the U.S. Virgin Islands deadline for completion of 800 MHz band 

reconfiguration consistent with the recently established deadline for Puerto Rico, Sprint 

Nextel requests that the Bureau adopt an Order confirming a new band plan and timetable 

for 800 MHz licensees in the U.S. Virgin Islands without further delay.   
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