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August 5, 2010 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Amendment of Part 27 of the Commission’s Rules to Govern the Operation 
of Wireless Communications Services in the 2.3 GHz Band (WT Docket No. 
07-293);  Establishment of Rules and Policies for the Digital Audio Radio 
Satellite Service in the 2310-2360 MHz Frequency Band (IB Docket No. 
95-91, GEN Docket No. 90-357, RM-8610) – WRITTEN EX PARTE 
PRESENTATION 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I am writing on behalf of Stratos Offshore Services Company (“Stratos”) with regard to 
two petitions submitted earlier this week by AT&T Inc. (“AT&T”) seeking limited relief from 
certain requirements set forth in newly-adopted Section 27.50(a)(2) of the Rules regarding 2.3 
GHz band Wireless Communications Service (“WCS”) fixed customer premises equipment 
(“CPE”).  As the Commission is aware, Stratos holds the four 2.3 GHz band WCS authorizations 
for the Gulf of Mexico service area, where it has aggressively deployed point-to-point links to 
bring broadband and other services to oil and gas platforms and related facilities.1  It is Stratos’ 
understanding that under the WCS regulatory regime that becomes effective on September 1, 
2010 its facilities will continue to be regulated as fixed stations subject to Section 27.50(a)(1) of 
the Rules, rather than as fixed CPE subject to newly-modified Section 27.50(a)(2).  Stratos is 
sympathetic to the concerns raised by AT&T, and cautions the Commission to carefully craft any 
necessary relief for AT&T so as not to inadvertently subject point-to-point facilities to Section 
27.50(a)(2). 
 

In its recent Report and Order in WT Docket No. 07-293, the Commission has 
established for the first time two classes of fixed WCS equipment.  The first class, which is 
referred to simply as “fixed,” was designed to encompass traditional point-to-point links, 
backhaul from WiFi hotspots and other similar non-consumer applications.  The second class is 
referred to as “fixed CPE” and includes fixed equipment utilized by subscribers at their home or 
business locations to access point-to-multipoint Internet access systems such as those deployed 

                                                 
1 See Amendment of Part 27 of the Commission’s Rules to Govern the Operation of Wireless Communications 
Services in the 2.3 GHz Band; Establishment of Rules and Policies for the Digital Audio Radio Satellite Service in the 
2310-2360 MHz Frequency Band, Report and Order and Second Report and Order, FCC 10-82, ¶ 212 (rel. May 20, 
2010) (“Report and Order”). 
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by Main Street Broadband and DigitalBridge Communications.2  It is Stratos’ understanding that, 
notwithstanding the fact that Stratos’ facilities in the Gulf are located on structures that are 
owned or leased by its customers, because Stratos operates in a point-to-point mode controlling 
both ends of the link, rather than a point-to-multipoint mode, its facilities are subject to the 
power limits of Section 27.50(a)(1) and the stringent out-of-band emission requirements of 
Section 27.53(a)(1). 

 
Subjecting point-to-point links to Section 27.50(a)(2) simply because they happen to be 

located in whole or in part at a subscriber’s premises would have a serious adverse impact on 
Stratos and others that see WCS spectrum as an ideal platform for point-to-point services.  For 
example, given the distances between facilities in the Gulf and the often-harsh operating 
conditions, the link budget for Stratos’ links require transmissions in excess of the 20 watts peak 
EIRP limit imposed on fixed CPE under Section 27.50(a)(2).  Similarly, Stratos’ point-to-point 
network in the Gulf employs frequency division duplex (“FDD”).  Because point-to-point 
equipment is dedicated to serve a single user, and does not share capacity in the way that point-
to-multipoint systems share capacity, the equipment has not been designed to allocate capacity 
among multiple upstream users.  Stratos would be unable to continue its current operations were 
the Commission to conclude that Stratos’ point-to-point facilities are subject to the 12.5% and 
25% duty cycles imposed on fixed CPE by new Section 27.50(a)(2) on operations in the 2305-
2320 MHz band.   

 
There is nothing in the Report and Order to suggest that the Commission intended to 

impose the Section 27.50(a)(2) limits on point-to-point facilities.  The new limits on fixed CPE 
were adopted to protect satellite Digital Audio Radio Service receivers against potential 
interference from widely-deployed consumer mobile or point-to-multipoint subscriber 
equipment.  Paragraph 141 of the Report and Order evidences that fixed CPE was considered to 
only include devices controlled by subscribers and authorized to transmit at or below 20 watts 
peak EIRP3 -- a power level far below that for which Stratos’ point-to-point equipment has been 
type-accepted. 

 

                                                 
2 See, e.g. id. at ¶ 141. 
3 See id. (“An examination of the Commission’s Equipment Authorization Database shows that although most 2.3 
GHz WCS fixed CPE devices are authorized to use significantly lower EIRP levels (e.g., in the 1 to 2 W range), 
some WCS fixed CPE devices are authorized to operate up to the 20-W EIRP currently allowed for WCS mobile 
devices.”). 
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Pursuant to Sections 1.1206(b)(1) and 1.49(f) of the Commission’s Rules, this letter is 
being filed electronically with the Commission via the Electronic Comment Filing System.  
Should you have any questions regarding this presentation, please contact the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  /s/ Christine M. Crowe         
Christine M. Crowe 
Counsel to Stratos Offshore Services Company 
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