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Commisstoner Robert McDowell

Dear Commissioner McDowell,

Federal r.(lIllmunir..<i~ions C~tl n\;~sicl'l

OIfir.e (If Ihi: Socftou......

As a consumer interested ;n protecting competition~ inM'Yo.tion, and legitimate use. of cable TV
content. I urge you to refuse requests for waivers of 47 CFR 76.1204{a)(1) by NeTA. charter ~

Verizon~ and aU other c.able. providers. The Feels integration ban, wki(;h in effect requires cable
companies to integrate CabieCARDs into their own set-top boxes~ remo/n$' good policy today.

Now ten yearg after the Telecommu"lca'ions Act .of 1996, cable companies have dragged their
feet long enough on r..ompehtive. o.lte.rt'lo.tives to proprietary set-1ap boxes, thus hampering

. \

fnnovo.tion and harminy consumers, The integration ban will also help market competJtion
prevent further restritticns on cable subscribers· ability to make legitimate use. cf recorded
content;

By adopting .content pr01ectian limits (encoding rules) in docket no.
97-80, the Cammission recognized the importance of allowing consumers to make certain uses
af TV .content ~ regard less of a particular cab Ie provider's or copyr1ght holder I s wishes. With
competition spurred on by the integration ban, consumers would have the freedom TO choose
the leas1 restrictive coble-compo.tlble device available. The CableCARD standard already
prescribes restricti-cms that harm con$umers by limiting non-infringing uses, and such
restrictions will get e'Yen worse if cable pro'Yiders l .set-top boxes are unche<::ked by competitlon.

Please refuse requests for wo.iver$ of 47 CFR 76.1204(0.)(1).

Sincerely.

Ms. Joanne Ferguson
370 Irving Park BI'Yd
Sheff ield !.like. OH 44054-1632
(440) 949-1724

1 ---_._-_...-,. ------

mailto:infonnalion@l.lf.orlllanbehalfofJoanne

