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(3) Fundinq Requesl Number Appeoled
I 878063

(4) Adminislrqlor's Reoson for Deniol
is rescinoed in ful l  for on inel igible i tem: AlertNow.

I There ore two other pending oppeols before the FCC with ihe some

issue, some school distr ict .



(5) Low qnd Arqument

A. ALERTNOW is o communicot ion system thot is ol lowoble becouse

it  uses either web-bosed service (e-moil) ,  londl ine phones, or cel l  phones for

securi ty purposes.z Telecommunicot ions/ lniernet Access for securi ty

purposes, with o securi iy messoge,s is ol lowoble'  ld '

Student securi ty ond sofety is olwoys on importont ospect of

del ivering educotion to the clossroom. "Educotors should concentrote on

violence-prevention strotegies thot ore chi ld-focused ond support leorning'

We must bolonce bui lding securi ty with efforts to foster siudent resi l iency,

connectedness, ond sociol competence. The core principles of such o plon

ore the some os those underlying sound educotionol pol icies ond proct ices

thoi oddress the quol i ty of the leorning environment ond the needs of

." From

Education Week Vol. 26, /ssue 14, Poges 30-31, Published: December 6'

2006, Commentory Schoo/Sofefy: A Learning Matter By Cothy Poine

IEm phoses od d ed. ] htt p: I I www. nospo ntine. org / press / EdW e ekD e c2006' pdf

2 Any ouihorized odministrotor,  such os school pr incipols or

Communicot ions off icers, Con record ond send O messoge with one

phone col l  or by using o secure, possword-protected lnternet si te'

h t t p : ' '  a l e r t n o w . c o m l } 3  0 l . h t m l

s l t  is unknown whether ihe Administrotor is objeci ing to the

telecommunicot ions/ lniernet plotforms or to the messoge ihot us

tronsmitted over ihose Ploiforms

the whole chi ld.  ***

feel vo

t r o l  t o th i se f fo r t i s@



Securi ty is essentiol  " [ t ]o creote respectful  school environments ond

ensure the right to educotion for oll students'<>t(x''

For comporison purposes, ALERTNOW is similor i f  noi identicol to

poging servicea for securi iy purposes is el igible for discount. Agoin, by woy

of comporison, "poging services ore el igible when integrol,  immediote'  ond

proximote to the educotion of students. Services occurr ing of el igible

locqtions ore presumed to meet this siondord, os wel l  os, for exomple,

poging services used by o bus driver delivering students to school' o librory

stoff  member in o mobile von, ond teochers on f ield tr ips'" [Emphoses

The Joint Boord stoted "[g] iven the vorying needs ond preferences

of di f ferent schools ond l ibrories ond ihe relot ive odvontoges ond

disodvontoges of di f ferent technologies, we ogree with the Joint Boord ihot

individuol schools ond l ibrories ore in the best posit ion io evoluote ihe

relot ive costs ond benefi ts of di f ferent services ond technologies." Recom

Dec, t2 FCC Rcd ot 322-23.

B. From o regulotory/ usF perspective ALERTNOW is provided over o

ielecommunicot ions or internet occess vehicle. The Administrotor ignored

a Poging service def ined ot :

oddedl htto:/lwww.e-

.f cc.oov /services



the foct thot ielecommunicot ions for securi ty is ol lowoble where provided

over o telecommunicot ions vehicle, e.g.,  poging service.

C. Telecommunicot ions, lnternet occess ond cel l  service ore Prior i ty

One services. ALERTNOW fi ts into the Iniernet occess ond cel l  service

cotegories.

D. The Joinf Explanoto4y stofemenf of the Commitfee of the

Conference mokes i t  c leor thot "the obi l i ty of K-. l2 clossrooms**'1'< to obtoin

occess to odvonced telecommunicot ions services is cr i t icol '"  Conference

Reporf 104-230, t04tn Congress 2d Session, Februory l, :,996, poge I l3'

Further, the Bishop Perry offers guidonce here. The Bishop Perry Order

siotes, in relevont Port, :

;"J:sii#[i:i;'ilI3i,T:;i::ri:1:??^!';::1'J?.
publ ic interest.s We therefore gront these oppeols ond
remond ihem to USAC for further processing consistent with
this order. FCC 06-54, Bishop Perry Middle schoo/, Re/eosed;
Moy 19,2006

E. Ihe Communicotions Act of t934, os omended by the

Telecommunicotions Act of t996, Sec /6J of 254 stotes, in relevoni port, thol

Elementory ond Secondory schools ond clossrooms should hove occess to

odvonced telecommunicot ions services***; ond Sec(7) stotes thot ihe

Commission shol l  toke into occount odvonces in telecommunicot ions ond

informotion technologies ond services.

s See 47 U.S.C. S 254(h)



This Commission hos stoted "Congress imposed no l imits whotsoever

on the telecommunicot ions services for which el igible schools ond l ibrories

could orronge to receive discounts. We see no reoson for l imit ing the noture

of the telecommunicot ions services thot ore covered under sect ion

254(h)(t  )(B) or the role ihey ploy in the operot ions of the inst i tut ion. El igible

schools ond l ibrories ore equol ly free to obtoin support under sect ion

254(h)(t)(B) for ploin old telephone service (POTS) l ines to enoble teochers

to receive col ls in the clossroom, ISDN services thot conneci clossroom ond

librory computers with informotion services, privote lines for connecting two

school l ibrories to eoch other, or poging services to enoble school securi ty

off ic iols promptly io respond to hol lwoy disturbonces." FCC 97-157 Reporf

and Order RCC Dockef No. 96-45 Rel.: Moy B, 1997

There is o obsolute similor i ty between ALERTNOW ond poging.

"Poging is o service designed to del iver o messoge to o person whose

exoct locot ion is unknown. The service employs select ive rqdio signols thot

oct ivote o poging receiver corr ied by the iniended recipient to del iver o

text,  or voice messoge. Poging service is el igible for discount when

provided for use of o ploce of instruct ion ond for educotionol purposes or

for use by security personnel. The service is not eligible when provided for

uses other thon insiruction or security." http://www'e-

rotecentrot.com 'CC leslArchive -\L 2000 1 t l6'pdf Security is security

whether by poging or ALERTNOW. A bus driver or securi ty personnel with



poging service with ihe obi l i iy to noi i fy educotionol outhori t ies in on

emergency si tuot ion is no dif ferent thon educotionol outhori t ies not i fying

porents in on emergency si tuot ion. Both hove o need to know ond Prior i ty

One services ore the vehicle. Sofety is sofety.

F. ALERTNOW is to "ensure compus sofety" ond thot is direct ly

reloted to del ivering educotion to the clossroom.

htfp: /  /www.atertnow.com l0t 0t .hfml Similor ly, poging service is used to

enqble "school securi ty off ic iols promptly to respond to hol lwoy

disturbonces." FCC 97-157 Report and Order RCC Dockef No. 96-45 Re/: Moy

B, 1997; ond secunIy." htf?:/lwww.e-

ratecentrot.com/FCC/eslArchivelESL 2000 I I t6.pdf ALERTNOW uses e-moil

or londl ine ielecommunicot ions, by school personnel,  for securi ty purposes

htfa: / lwww.e-ratecentrat.com lFCC I estArchive / ESL 2000 I I I 6.pdf

USAC's deniol wos unreosonoble ond unlowful,  contrcry to the rules

ond regulot ions of the Federol Communicot ions Commission, ond the

Telecommunicqt ions Act of 1996-

Conclusion:

windber is Requesi ing the fol lowing oct ion by the FCC:

(o) lssue o rul ing thot ALERTNOW is el igible for USF support;



(b)Within 90 doys or less Order funding for ihe

telecommunicot ions/ lnternet Access services requested in ihe 471

Applicot ion, specif icol ly FRN: I  878063

(c) Set oside funds to totol ly fund Windber Areo School Distr ict 's

request.

*"fg"ffiW
Nothoniel Howthorrie

Distr ict  of Columbio Bor No. :237693
27600 Chogrin Blvd.,  Ste.265
Clevelond, OH 44122
tel. :  2161514.4798
e-moil: nhowthorne@fe/ec omlowyer-com

Attorney for Windber Areo School District
Cc: Windber Areo School Distr ict
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