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The Monlana Public Service Commission (PSC) h~r"by certifies that the r"sidelltiaJ ralt"~

ofMontana's on" IlOn-1Ul'aIILEC ETC, Qwc~1 Corporation (SAC 4851 04), and Montana';; Ihree
wireline CLEC ETCs selvjJlg in on" Ol' more wire ceuters within the ILEC ETC (Qwest) sludy
area, Mid-Riven; Telephone Cooperalive, Inc. (SAC 489001), Rangc Telephone Cooperalj"e.
Inc. (SAC 489007), and 3 River;; Telephone Cooperalive, Inc. (SAC 489003), are within (nt"
below) the safe harbor benchmark.

The One remaining CLEC ETC serving in one or more wire cenlers wilhin the ILEC ETC
(Qwesl) slndy area, MTPCS, LLC dba Cellular One (SAC 489009) is a wireles~ CLEC ETC
The rates of Cellular 0ue do uol appear 10 be readily adaptable 10 the basic selvice rate template
and need not be formally compared to the nationy,ide urban rale beuchmark. ~ 88, FCC's OrJ"r
on Remand, FlJrlner Notice (!/Propo;'eJ Rulemokillg< and Memorandum Opinion and Orda. CC
Docket No. 96-45, FCC 03-249, Release Date, Odober 27, 2004.
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This certification is pursuant 10 the FCC expanded rale certificalion requirements, as
provided in the FCC's Order on Remand, Further No/ice ofProposed Rulemaking, and
Memorandum Opinion and Order, CC Docket No. 96-45, FCC 03-249, Release Dale, October
27,2004, and 47 C.F.R. § 54.316.

The Montana PSC inlerptels the requiremenl for rate comparability certiflcalion 10 exlend
to ail non-rural ETCs and CETCs designated to servc a non-rural carrier's study areas. Again,
each of the above-idenlified wireline c,arrier', rates are exceeded by the bcuchmark threshold for
tbis year. That the benchmark exceeds each carrier's rates does not meElIl that the Montaua PSC
agrees with either the benchmark Or lhe template used fur this pwpose. Also, as for the choice of
rural areas, because Qwest's and the three wireline CETCs' residential rates are invariant with
respect to wire center, or other political boundaries, it appears utmecessary to make any further
geographic refinement. The FCC allows states to expand upon the template to t3ke into account
qnality-of-service and scope-ot~cailing paramelers. Just as lhe FCC chose not to tackle these
adjnstment, becanse of the aUcged "difficuhy to quanlify," the Montana PSC is also unable,
based upon time and resource constraints, to quantify these parameters. The Montana PSC
remains convinced that a proper comparison would include these and other parameters in any rate
!benchmark comparison. If and when the Montana PSC chooses to t3ke sleps to modify the
filing, made pnr,uanlto the FCC's template, it will include changes that reflect, in part, scope­
of-calling and quality-of-service variations between rural and uman area~ and may also alJempt
to analyze the rales ofETC-designatcd wireless carriers 10 enable a rea,onable rate comparison.

The Montana PSC also notes that it completed an investigation of the use of fedeml
universal service funds (FUSFs) by One ofMontlna's CLEC ETCs, WWC Holding Co., Inc., a
,ubsidiary ofAiltcl COllUUunications, Inc. Alite! filed a Notice ofRe!inquishment of its
designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier on July 30, 2010, as it no longer has
customers or facilities in Montana The MontanaPSC has not yet grElIlted that relinquishment,
but Alllel iii no longer being designaled as an ETC. Alltel in Montlna was acquired by AT&T
which did not tiie for Montana ETC designation.

Sincerely,

Greg Jcrgcson
Cllllinnan, Montwla PSC


