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October 15, 2010

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Ex Parte Notice

In the Matter of Petition for Rulemaking to Amend the Commission’s Rules Governing
Restransmission Consent, MB Docket No. 10-71

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Tha National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA) is filing this letter, in the
above proceeding, on behalf of Canby Telcom, a NTCA member and rural telephone
company that offers cable television service to subscribers in Oregon.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via
ECFS with your office. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(703) 351-2020.

Sincerely,

/s/ Jill Canfield

Jill Canfield

Senior Regulatory Counsel
Legal and Industry

JC:rhb

Attachment: Canby Telcom
Written ex parte notice, 10.15.10

cc: Keith Galitz
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Canby T
hiaher farther October 15, 2010
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ex ParteNotice

In the Matter of the Petition for Rulemaking to Amend the Commission’s Rules Governing
Retransmission Consent, MB Docket No 10-71

Dear Ms. Dortch;

On August 30, 2010, Fisher Communications filed an ex parte notice in the
above-referenced proceeding responding to Canby Telecom’s June 29, 2010 ex parte
notice. Inits letter, Fisher accused Canby of making false statements and flagrantly
misrepresenting the facts. Canby files this letter to correct Fisher’s representation of
the situation.

Fisher states that it initiated negotiations for retransmission consent. Canby
received the original offer from Fisher mid-November and it referenced KATU, the
station at issue, and KUNP (Univision). Within two weeks, Canby’s attorney
contacted the Univision representative and was informed that she was not handling
the negotiations for KATU. Later that week, Canby received a certified letter stating
that Univision was handling all Fisher’s stations’ retransmission consent
negotiations. The letter listed Gretchen Barnes from Univision as the negotiation
contact. Canby’s attorney attempted unsuccessfully to contact Gretchen Barnes and
begin negotiations. The following week, Canby’s attorney reached out to Randa
Minkarah to find out if she was the correct contact for negotiations with KATU, and
she indicated that she would be negotiating with Canby. Negotiations began the
following week.

Fisher attempts to shift blame for the station going “dark” to Canby, pointing
out that Canby did not respond until it had Fisher’s proposal for nearly six weeks and
until there were only two days remaining before its retransmission consent for
carriage of KATU expired. That is simply not true. In fact, Canby was either misled
about who to contact for negotiations and was forced to track down the appropriate
contact person or because of Fisher corporate management changes during the period
of time, confusion was created as to who would lead Fisher’s negotiations. Despite
Fisher’s communication failure, just prior to the existing retransmission deadline,
Fisher demanded that Canby remove KATU from its system if Canby did not accept
Fisher’s price demands.
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Canby’s recitation of events largely mirrors that of Clear Creek Telephone &
Television, Oregon City, Oregon. See, Written Ex Parte Response, in the Matter of
Petition for Rulemaking to Amend the Commission’s Rules Governing
Retransmission Consent, MB Docket No. 10-71 (filed September 16, 2010). Like
Canby, Clear Creek was forced to pull the KATU signal during retransmission
consent negotiations.

Canby reiterates its position that the retransmission consent rules deserve another look by
the Commission. Fisher employed heavy handed negotiations techniques designed to provide
them the greatest gain. A system that permits a broadcaster to leverage a brief negotiation period
combined with the threat of withholding their signal to their advantage is flawed. The
broadcasters hold all of the power in the process forcing small independent operators to accept
inequitable fees and contract terms. The result is increased costs for consumers, particularly
rural consumers, and reduced competition.

Canby urges the Commission to amend and reform its retransmission consent rules.
Sincerely,

/s/ Keith Galitz
Keith Galitz
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October 15, 2010



Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554



Ex Parte Notice



In the Matter of Petition for Rulemaking to Amend the Commission’s Rules Governing Restransmission Consent, MB Docket No. 10-71



Dear Ms. Dortch:



Tha National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA) is filing this letter, in the above proceeding, on behalf of Canby Telcom, a NTCA member and rural telephone company that offers cable television service to subscribers in Oregon.  



Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via ECFS with your office.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

 (703) 351-2020.





Sincerely,

/s/ Jill Canfield

Jill Canfield

Senior Regulatory Counsel

Legal and Industry



JC:rhb



Attachment: Canby Telcom 

                        Written ex parte notice, 10.15.10



cc:  Keith Galitz
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