
I guess my 28 years of working in this field qualifies me to make some suggestions.  I?ve spent

decades running group homes, supporting people in apartments, and now work in what is called the

case management part of State of Conn, Department of Developmental Disabilities.

 

Many of our people live in 24 hour supervised settings where only a land line is required.  It is actually

preferred with the regular access to emergency services required.

 

There are many people we serve that do not require 24 hour supervision, they often live in either their

own apartment or share an apartment with others.

 

This group has a great need for cell phones, but often the costs are prohibitive.  For safety reasons,

and the above average need for accessing emergency services we like this group to have land lines

in their apartments.  The cell phone becomes their second phone, and many are on limit income and

affording the second phone is impossible.

 

I have learned recently my personal phone carrier offers a program where I could have a GPS

locating feature on a  phone for an additional $10 per month.

 

Being the father of a young teenage daughter, this is a feature I am considering (but enough about

me!).

 

Having an affordable cell phone with a GPS locating devices available to the companies we hire to

support our residents with disabilities would be very beneficial.  We often hire the companies just

minimal hours to go out and support our residents with disabilities.  They are constantly challenged

with the clients not being at their apartment or specified meeting location.  The GPS feature would not

only help locate the people we are trying to support, our population tends to lose their phones quite

frequently.

 

Of course many of our clients would not want a GPS device telling us where they are at, and we

would honor their privacy if they were concerned.

 

Hope this info is helpful


