
EX PARTE NOTICE VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 

November 18, 2010 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Room TW-A325 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

 
 
RE:      Notice of Oral Ex Parte Contacts filed in the proceedings captioned: 

 
In the Matter of Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange 
Carriers, WC Docket No. 07-135, Developing a Unified Inter-Carrier 
Compensation Regime, CC Docket No. 01-92 

 
In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Docket No. 96-45 

 
On Monday morning, November 15, 2010, several members of NARUC’s leadership met 

with FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski and Wireline Competition Bureau Chief Sharon Gillett 
and Deputy Bureau Chief Carol Mattey.  Representing NARUC were Vermont Commissioner and 
NARUC President, David Coen; North Dakota Commissioner and NARUC 1st Vice President, 
Tony Clark; Washington Commissioner and NARUC 2nd Vice President-elect and Washington 
Action Committee Chair, Phil Jones; Oregon Commissioner and Chair of NARUC’s 
Telecommunications Committee and State Chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, Ray Baum; Nebraska Commissioner and Chair of the NARUC’s Committee on Consumer 
Affairs, Anne Boyle; Vermont Commissioner and Co-Vice Chair of NARUC’s 
Telecommunications Committee, John Burke; Indiana Commissioner and State Chair of the 
Federal-State Joint Conference on Advanced Services and a member of the Federal-State Joint 
Board on Universal Service, Larry Landis;  Pennsylvania Commissioner and member of the 
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Jim Cawley; NARUC Executive Director, Charles 
Gray; and NARUC General Counsel, Brad Ramsay.  NARUC respectfully requests any waivers 
needed to file this ex parte two days out-of-time. 

 
The discussion was fairly general and much of the discussion was not focused on advocacy.  

There were, however, a few statements from individual State commissioners that required the filing 
of this ex parte.  One or more State commissioners, in their individual capacities – not as 
representatives of NARUC – suggested or endorsed the following ideas and/or asked the following 
questions: 
 

• The FCC should carefully access what it takes to get carriers to address targeted issues. 



• There needs to be some constraints on the lifeline-linkup program.   
• Verification has always been a concern. Some recent participants in the programs have 

heightened those concerns. 
• The separate statements filed by the USF Joint Board members to the recent recommended 

decision are worthy of consideration. 
• From a public policy perspective, it makes sense to require some sort of nominal payment 

for lifeline service from recipients. “As costs approach zero – demand approaches infinity.” 
• The FCC could use access to USF funds as a carrot to provide an incentive for States to take 

actions to rebalance rates and/or create their own State universal service programs.  
• Some States have already reformed access charges and created universal service programs in 

an effort to hold states rates steady.  Many states that have not taken these steps, but garner a 
significant share of federal USF funds have lower rates.  Any FCC adjustments to the 
program should reflect the actions of these “early adopters” 

• States need the ability to enforce consumer protection laws, negotiation interconnection 
disputes and condition access to State programs on ALL carriers – regardless of the 
technology used. 

 
I want to emphasize that these advocacy points were made by individual Commissioners 

representing their own views, which are not necessarily consistent with NARUC’s adopted 
positions.  NARUC has not yet taken a position in favor or against some of these ideas.  If you have 
any questions about this filing, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 
jramsay@naruc.org or 202.898.2207. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                
                      Respectfully submitted, 
 
                                                                                      /s/         
                                                                                    James Bradford Ramsay 
                      NARUC General Counsel 
 
 
 
CC: Sharon Gillett, Wireline Competition Bureau Chief  

Carol Mattey, Wireline Competition Bureau Deputy Bureau Chief  
 


