
 

 

November 22, 2010 
 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Communication, WC Docket No. 02-60 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On November 18, 2010,  Leila Samy (via telephone), Sahira Rafiullah (via telephone), Michael McNeely 
(via telephone), Renita Curtis (via telephone), Mark Carroll (via telephone), Heather Demeris (via 
telephone), and Patrick Gormley (via telephone), all of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, met with Kerry McDermott of the Office of Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis and Ernesto 
Beckford, Erica Myers, Chin Yoo, and Jamie Susskind of the Wireline Competition Bureau.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss HHS's comments to the Commission's July 15, 2010, Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in the above-referenced docket. 
 
In the meeting, the parties discussed the application process for the Commission’s Universal Service 
Rural Health Care Program.  HHS representatives from the Health Resources and Services Administration 
and the Indian Health Service provided feedback on how the Commission could streamline the 
application process for its proposed Health Infrastructure Program, Health Broadband Services Program, 
and the existing Telecommunications Program going forward.  Issues raised on this point included: (1) 
the possibility of implementing a multi-year form and waiving the competitive bidding requirements for 
sites with evergreen contracts and/or those that have service prior to entering the Rural Health Care 
Program; (2) HHS’ recommendation that the Commission waive the competitive bidding requirement for 
federal entities covered by the GSA Networx contract; (3) the need for best practices to minimize health 
care provider capital outlay prior to receiving bill credits; and (4) difficulties experienced by providers in 
obtaining accurate urban rates for telecommunications services. 
 
The parties also discussed the Letter of Agency (LOA) requirement that is currently employed in the 
Rural Health Care Pilot Program and that the Commission proposed to continue as part of the Health 
Infrastructure Program.  Possibilities for easing administrative burdens on health care providers with 
respect to this requirement were raised.  Similarly, representatives from HRSA and IHS provided 
feedback about the proposed 15% match requirement for the Health Infrastructure Program, as well as 
details about the matching funds requirements of HHS grants programs.  Lastly, HHS answered FCC staff 
inquiries about accessing the HHS online grants application and the existence of HHS programs that fund 
health infrastructure. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ 
Trent B. Harkrader 
Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau  


