
 
Comcast Corporation 
300 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20001 

 

November 24, 2010 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

William T. Lake 
Chief, Media Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 

Re: Request for Meeting Concerning Adelphia Order Arbitration Condition, 
MB Docket No. 05-192 

 
Dear Bill: 
 
 Yesterday, Arbitrator Stephen Strick issued a decision in an arbitration filed by Dish 
Network LLC (“Dish”) against Comcast Corporation and Comcast SportsNet California, Inc. 
(“CSN-CA”).  The decision came in an arbitration initiated by Dish, under an arbitration process 
the Commission established at the urging of Dish and others, to ensure that Dish and others 
would have access, at fair market value, to what it claimed was “must-have” regional sports 
programming.  After extensive proceedings, the Arbitrator found that CSN-CA’s final offer most 
closely reflects the fair market value of the programming at issue. 
 
 At midnight today, only twelve hours after the ruling was issued, Dish unilaterally 
terminated its carriage of CSN-CA.  (A copy of the “on-screen” message Dish has posted on the 
dark channel is attached.1)  This action is a material breach of the final award, constitutes an 
abuse of the arbitration condition, and is wrongly depriving hundreds of thousands of consumers 
of this highly valued programming. 
 
 Dish has filed similar arbitration demands under the Adelphia Order against three other 
Comcast SportsNets.  Each of these proceedings is pending. 
 
 Given Dish’s conduct, it is apparent that Dish does not intend to act in good faith in these 
other arbitrations.  If Dish is unhappy with any of the results in these related matters, the 
Commission should expect that Dish will likewise unilaterally terminate carriage of the  
networks – depriving millions more consumers of highly valued programming. 

                                                 
1  A similar message has also appeared on Dish’s website. 
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 We respectfully request a meeting, at your earliest possible convenience, to discuss these 
issues and to consider an immediate suspension of the arbitration condition with respect to Dish.  
Given the importance of this matter to the public interest, we believe it would be useful to invite 
Dish representatives to attend the meeting as well. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 /s/ Kathy Zachem  
Kathy Zachem 
Vice President 
Regulatory and State Legislative Affairs 
 
 
 

cc: Geoffrey M. Klineberg 
 Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, Evans & Figel, P.L.L.C. 
 gklineberg@khhte.com 
 Counsel for Dish Network LLC 
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