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CO~lMENT OF WLFM, LL

\\'lFM. LLC ("WLFM'") hereb) submits its comments in response to the Commission's

Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making (-FNPRM") in the captioned proceeding. WLFM.

LLC is the licensee of 10\\ po\\er television station WLFM-LP. Channel 6. Chicago. Illinois.

\\'hich commands a 1.7 share of the Chicago audio market. including over 13% share of the

important African American audience \\ho tune into Channel 6 analog audio for its highly

regarding progmmming.

Following the digital trunsition of the nalion's full-power tele\'ision stations, WLFM

understands thm the Commission wishes to proceed expc..-ditiousl) with the digital transition of

10" po"er tele\ ision. TV translator. nnd Class A TV (collccthel), "LPTV") slalions. Marco-cr.

\\'LFM recognizes that in man) or mOSI cases. both the Commi ion and broadcasters arc

\\orking towards the common goal of transitioning analog LPTV stations to digital service.

Ho\\c\cr. WLFM belic\es that the FNPRM's focus on when LPTV licensees must complete

their digital transition o\crlooks the question of "hether they should do so at all andlor to

e\aluate new uses of FCC approved technical solutions \\hjch allo\\ anaJog audio to co-e..xist



with digital video/audio \\ ithin the 6 Mhz tclevision channel. For the vast majorit) of LPTV

broadcasters. the c\'cntual trnnsition 10 a digital mode of operations is a requiremenl to remain

competitl\e in loda) 's tele\'ision broadcast c",ironment. lIo\\c\er. in certain regions and for

certain fonnab. mar"-et forces and the public interest dictate thai analog LPTV opemtions

continue for the foreseeable future. For example. Mexico is not scheduled to complete its DTV

LTanSition for at Icast another decade. and so audiences in the . .-Mexico border zone rna)

contmue to rely on analog broadcasts. If the Commis ion sets a -hard" deadline for the digital

LPTV transition. some \'ie\\ers rna) opt 10 reI) on Mexican mtions for local ne\\s and

infonnmion ruther than on analog LPTV stations. uch a scenario \\ould depri\e U.S. audiences

of truly local programming and \ ital services. such as EA . Mo\ing be)'ond the border region,

some LPTV stations. such as \VLFM-LP, also provide an important public service by operating

on analog Channel 6. These broadcasters can use the audio portion of an analog audio, visual

broadcast to pro\'ide radio audiences wilh an additionaillurol service beclluse the analog portion

of a Channel 6 broadcast can be rccei\cd by most FM radio luners. As a result, in crowded radio

mllrkets where FM channels are al a premium (such ~IS hicngo, Illinois), an analog Channel 6

LPTV station can succcssfull) prO\'idc niche programming LhUl rna) have been overlooked by

the major media corporoLions that dominate mainstream rodio, "",,or this reason, WLFM-LP has

had significant nmr}..ctplace success in providing smooth jazz programming and regulllfly garners

top ratings in rclcvant dcmographics with an audience of more than 600.000 weeki). As

demonstrotcd abol-e. a small set of LPTV stations are alread) seT\' ing the public interest b)

putting their licenses 10 the "highest and best usc" b) providing analog sen ice 10 njche markets.

Forcing Ihese broadcasters to coO\:ert 10 a digital mode of operntions \\ould only diminish these

stations' value to their licensees and to the public; doing so \\ould also run counter to the
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Commission's cfToT1$ to promote flexible uses or spectrum. Thus. WLFM submits that LPlV

broadcasters should oc afforded the nexibility to choose oct\\ccn analog llnd digital modes of

opemtion. and it urges the Commission not to sel a "hard" deadline for the digital transition of

LPTV stati os.

Respectfully submitted.

Daled: December 16.2010
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