
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Writer’s Direct Dial 

 (703) 584-8671 
tlantor@fcclaw.com

 
January 8, 2011 

 
VIA ECFS 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 – 12th Street, SW  
Washington, D.C. 20554  
 

Re: Petition of Allied Wireless Communications Corporation for Waiver of Various 
Sections of the Commission’s Universal Service Fund Filing Deadlines 
WC Docket No. 09-197; CC Docket No. 96-45; WC Docket No. 08-71 
Ex Parte Letter 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch:  
 

Allied Wireless Communications Corporation (“Allied Wireless” or the “Company”), by its 
attorneys, hereby provides the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) with 
a copy of the Georgia Public Service Commission’s (“Georgia PSC”) Order Denying Public Service 
Telephone Company’s (“PSTC”) Request for Reconsideration of Order Denying Intervention, issued 
on December 22, 2010 (“Order”).1
 

This Order brings finality to the Georgia PSC proceeding, Docket No. 31734, granting 
the application of Allied Wireless for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
(“ETC”) effective April 26, 2010.  The Order rejects petitions seeking reconsideration from 
PSTC and affirms the Georgia PSC’s well-considered decision to designate Allied Wireless an 
ETC. 

                                                 
1 See Order Denying Public Service Telephone Company’s Request for Reconsideration of Order Denying 
Intervention, Georgia Public Service Commission, Georgia PSC Docket No. 31734, December 22, 2010 (“Georgia 
PSC Order”) (Exhibit 1). 
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Citing the conclusions reached in the Georgia PSC Staff Recommendations as entirely 
dispositive of the questions at issue,2 the PSC highlighted the unique circumstances faced by 
Allied Wireless stating: 

 
The [Georgia] Commission’s prior orders have fully addressed the issue by 
explaining how the unique circumstances surrounding Allied’s request support the 
retroactive effective date. Alltel had been designated as an ETC carrier.  Allied’s 
parent company, Atlantic Tele-Network, acquired the divested assets from Alltel.  
Alltel had been receiving high cost support in connection with the facilities 
acquired by Allied’s parent company. Interruption in the universal service support 
would diminish the investment that Allied will be able to make in the service 
area.”3

 
The Georgia PSC gave significant deference to the Georgia PSC Staff Recommendations 

previously highlighted by Allied Wireless.4  In particular, the Georgia PSC Order relies on 
Staff’s findings regarding the unique factors that warranted making the designation effective as 
of April 26, 2010.  The Georgia PSC Order addresses not only the denial of PSTC’s late-filed 
efforts to intervene, but also clearly and decisively addresses the merits of the PSC’s decision to 
designate Allied Wireless as an ETC and make that designation effective as of April 26, 2010.5

 
A grant of Allied’s petition for waiver is consistent with Section 214(e)(2) of the Act,6 

which vests in the states authority to designate ETCs as eligible to receive high-cost support.  It 
would be consistent with prior FCC statements on this matter7 and appropriately honor the 
Georgia PSC’s designation order. 

 
Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact 

undersigned counsel directly. 
 
 

 
2 See Staff Recommendation on Public Service Telephone Company’s Petition for Rehearing, Reconsideration and 
Oral Argument of the Commission Order Granting Allied Wireless Communications Corporation ETC Status in the 
State of Georgia, Georgia PSC Docket No. 31734. 
 
3 Georgia PSC Order, at 4. 
 
4 See Allied Wireless Communications Corporation Reply to Comments on Petition for Waiver, WC Docket No. 09-
197, CC Docket No. 96-45, WC Docket No. 08-71 (filed Dec. 16, 2010), at 7 & Exhibit 2. 
 
5 See Georgia PSC Order, at 3-4. 
 
6 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2). 
 
7 See Allied Wireless Communications Corporation, Petition for Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Designations 
in the State of North Carolina, Order, 51 Communications Reg. (P&F) 338, n. 24 (WCB 2010)  (“...our decision 
here should have no bearing on pending state proceedings regarding the appropriate effective date of any ETC 
designation.”). 
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     Respectfully submitted,  

      
      

Todd B. Lantor 
Katherine Patsas Nevitt 
 
Counsel for Allied Wireless Communications Corporation 
 

Enclosure 
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