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NOV . -82010NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE FCC,"''' ..cia!! Acorn
SENATOR MARC BASNIGHT 

RALEIGH 27601-2808 

October 25, 20 I0 

The Honorable Julius Genachowski 
Chairman ~x PARTE OR LATE FILED 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 ]21h Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Genachowski: 

As you know, CenturyLink and Qwest Communications filed an application with the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) on May 10,2010 for approval of their proposed merger. It 
has already received approval from the Department of Justice and the Federal Trade Commission. 
I am writing to encourage expeditious consideration of the application by the FCC. 

CenturyLink is a major investor and employer in the state, which makes it an important part of 
the North Carolina economy. They serve thousands of homes and businesses, and have invested 
over $3 billion in the North Carolina. In fact, in our state alone, CenturyLink directly employs 
nearly 2,300 people, and has an annual payroll of$160 million. 

I believe the CenturyLink-Qwest merger will benefit consumers in our state and across the nation 
by enhancing the new company's ability to invest in broadband infrastructure. Continued 
investment in broadband networks will enhance the economic competitiveness of each 
community served. Over 90 percent of CenturyLink's network is broadband-enabled which is 
helping to close the digital divide in underserved regions of our state. 

I greatly appreciate your consideration of our comments and look forward to you conducting a 
thoughtful and timely review. - . 

Sincerely, 

Marc Basnight . 
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Federal Cotmn»nicdiOftS Commtaaion 
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED445 12th Street SW 

Wuhin,toR, OCWSS4 

Ite: we Docket No. 10-110 

I am writing to you concerning the pendiJlJ merger ofQwcst andCentwyUnk.' Dunton 
Realty bas bee.n an Ifttcgra Telecom customef',iRU 2002,1ftd is.very plcued with-the conaistent 
level ofservice that we have hem ~viftl hm late... It is critical to OW' business that w~ 
eontimle to receive miablc te~M8 ·1Ad intem.et lCCe" services. 

It is our Wldcnt8ndin1 that CenturyLink is the first rural cani« to acquire a roJ'onal Bell 
Opemilll CompanY. and that it has little to ItO experience serving Major »tban are.. like Denver, 
Cokndo. We ~ eoncemed that the service of atll'e$idema _ ~ ill OW' 8*e which 
rely directly 01 indir~cdyon Qwest'. network ••y be ad~y d'feeted by Chi. merler. Wf; 
\up you, in reviewiaa this merpr, to cnswe thf.t aervice qulity and IocallClViee competition 
are not Iwmed by tbc transaction. The merpd company must have the appropriate incentives 
and teehnical and operational resources to cOJlltiBue to serve all ofits customers whether 
wb01eMIe or retail at thcsame 1cveJs· Qwest does today. 

Our community and our businesses depend upon a common telecommunications 
inftutnlctureand we are countillJ on the FCC and the state commission to prevent any 
disruptions to itu. result ofthia tnnaaction. 
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Barb Sarith i r, : . 
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SNDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counties! 

November 1,2010 

Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chairman EX PARTE OR LATE F'LED 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Genachowski, 

On behalf of the North Dakota Association of Counties and the more than 600 county officials we 
represent, I encourage you to support the proposed merger of CenturyLink and Qwest. 

Qwest and the North Dakota Association of Counties (NDACo) have long enjoyed an important strategic 
partnership in the state ofNorth Dakota. Together, we provide the innovative wireless enhanced 911 
services to 52 ofour 53 counties. Because of our strategic alliances, North Dakota was recognized as the 
sixth state to be fully operational and compliant for Phase 2 wireless E-9ll services. Recently, NDACo 
gave Qwest the 2010 "Excellence in County Government Award" as a dedicated partner ofthe NDACo. 
The dedicated partner designation recognizes individuals or organizations who are not county officials or 
members of our association but who contribute significantly to the success of counties and county 
government. NDACo looks forward to working closely with a combined CentruyLinklQwest to continue 
providing such excellent; high-value services to the counties we represent. 

NDACo believes a merged CenturyLinklQwest will serve to benefit counties and all North Dakotans: 

•	 North Dakota customers will benefit from the combined company's enhanced financial and 
operational resources for further network investment to support technology solutions that will help 
rural and urban areas achieve their economic development goals. 

•	 The combined company will expand high speed data availability in North Dakota and create a larger 
national provider, delivering higher speeds, more coverage and more products and services than either 
company could offer alone. 

Bringing these companies together will benefit our counties and the citizens of our state. As the Executive 
Director of the North Dakota Association of Counties, I strongly urge the FCC to give an expeditious 
review of this merger. We can then begin to realize the benefits ofcombining these two fine 
telecommunications companies 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Mark Johnson 

cc:	 Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 

R~~. of (;.oP~'''1~ '~'. ..".. _, ' ,_.
'_V_.t __ . 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps L:'1 /U3CDf~ 

Commissioner Robert McDowell 

P.O. Box 877 I Bismarck, NO 58502-0877 
701.328.7300 I 1.800.932.8730 I Fax: 701.328.7308 

www.ndaco.org 
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NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counF.esi,..t3j""'/- ,_, -, , 
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Commissioner Robert McDowell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
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liNDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counties! 

November 1, 2010 

Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chainnan EX PARTE OR LATE FILEDFederal Communications Commission
 
445 12th Street SW
 
Washington, DC 20554
 

Dear Chainnan Genachowski, 

On behalf of the North Dakota Association of Counties and the more than 600 county officials we 
represent, I encourage you to support the proposed merger of CenturyLink and Qwest. 

Qwest and the North Dakota Association of Counties (NDACo) have long enjoyed an important strategic 
partnership in the state of North Dakota. Together, we provide the innovative wireless enhanced 911 
services to 52 of our 53 counties. Because of our strategic alliances, North Dakota was recognized as the 
sixth state to be fully operational and compliant for Phase 2 wireless E-911 services. Recently, NDACo 
gave Qwest the 2010 "Excellence in County Government Award" as a dedicated partner of the NDACo. 
The dedicated partner designation recognizes individuals or organizations who are not county officials or 
members of our association but who contribute significantly to the success ofcounties and county 
government. NDACo looks forward to working closely with a combined CentruyLinklQwest to continue 
providing such excellent, high-value services to the counties we represent. 

NDACo believes a merged CenturyLinklQwest will serve to benefit counties and all North Dakotans: 

•	 North Dakota customers will benefit from the combined company's enhanced financial and 
operational resources for further network investment to support technology solutions that will help 
rural and urban areas achieve their economic development goals. 

•	 The combined company will expand high speed data availability in North Dakota and create a larger 
national provider, delivering higher speeds, more coverage and more products and services than either 
company could offer alone. 

Bringing these companies together will benefit our counties and the citizens of our state. As the Executive 
Director of the North Dakota Association of Counties, I strongly urge the FCC to give an expeditious 
review of this merger. We can then begin to realize the benefits of combining these two fine 
telecommunications companies 

Sincerely, 

/}}l4Ui 
Mark Johnson 

cc:	 Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
 
Commissioner Robert McDowell
 

P.O. Box 877 I Bismarck, ND 58502-08" 
701.328.7300 I 1.800.932.8730 I Fax: 701.328.731 

www.ndaco.o 
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liNDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counties! 

-. ~------~-----~-

Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chairman nov - A?f'l1(1 

Federal Communications Commission 
44512th StreetSW FCC r.~a~! t1com 
Washington, DC 20554 
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SNDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counties! 

November 1, 2010 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 
Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chairman
 
Federal Communications Commission
 
445 12th Street SW
 
Washington, DC 20554
 

Dear Chairman Genachowski, 

On behalf of the North Dakota Association of Counties and the more than 600 county officials we 
represent, I encourage you to support the proposed merger of CenturyLink and Qwest. 

Qwest and the North Dakota Association of Counties (NDACo) have long enjoyed an important strategic 
partnership in the state ofNorth Dakota. Together, we provide the innovative wireless enhanced 911 
services to 52 of our 53 counties. Because of our strategic alliances, North Dakota was recognized as the 
sixth state to be fully operational and compliant for Phase 2 wireless E-9ll services. Recently, NDACo 
gave Qwest the 2010 "Excellence in County Government Award" as a dedicated partner of the NDACo. 
The dedicated partner designation recognizes individuals or organizations who are not county officials or 
members of our association but who contribute significantly to the success of counties and county 
government. NDACo looks forward to working closely with a combined CentruyLinklQwest to continue 
providing such excellent, high-value services to the counties we represent. 

NDACo believes a merged CenturyLinklQwest will serve to benefit counties and all North Dakotans: 

•	 North Dakota customers will benefit from the combined company's enhanced financial and 
operational resources for further network investment to support technology solutions that will help 
rural and urban areas achieve their economic development goals. 

•	 The combined company will expand high speed data availability in North Dakota and create a larger 
national provider, delivering higher speeds, more coverage and more products and services than either 
company could offer alone. 

Bringing these companies together will benefit our counties and the citizens of our state. As the Executive 
Director ofthe North Dakota Association of Counties, I strongly urge the FCC to give an expeditious 
review of this merger. We can then begin to realize the benefits of combining these two fme 
telecommunications companies 

Sincerely, 

/)Jl~ 
Mark Johnson 

cc:	 Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
 
Commissioner Robert McDowell
 

--~----_._._--

P.O. Box 877 I Bismarck, ND 58502-0877 
701.328.7300 I 1.800.932.8730 I Fax: 701.328.7308 

www.ndaco.org 
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lINDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counties! 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Federal Communications Commission - B20try 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
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IINDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counties! 

November 1, 2010	 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 

Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chairman
 
Federal Communications Commission
 
445 12th Street SW
 
Washington, DC 20554
 

Dear Chairman Genachowski, 

On behalf of the North Dakota Association of Counties and the more than 600 county officials we 
represent, I encourage you to support the proposed merger of CenturyLink and Qwest. 

Qwest and the North Dakota Association of Counties (NDACo) have long enjoyed an important strategic 
partnership in the state ofNorth Dakota. Together, we provide the innovative wireless enhanced 911 
services to 52 of our 53 counties. Because of our strategic alliances, North Dakota was recognized as the 
sixth state to be fully operational and compliant for Phase 2 wireless E-9ll services. Recently, NDACo 
gave Qwest the 2010 "Excellence in County Government Award" as a dedicated partner of the NDACo. 
The dedicated partner designation recognizes individuals or organizations who are not county officials or 
members of our association but who contribute significantly to the success of counties and county 
government. NDACo looks forward to working closely with a combined CentruyLinklQwest to continue 
providing such excellent, high-value services to the counties we represent. 

NDA~o believes a merged CenturyLinklQwest will serve to benefit counties and all North Dakotans: 

•	 North Dakota customers will benefit from the combined company's enhanced financial and 
operational resources for further network investment to support technology solutions that will help 
rural and urban areas achieve their economic development goals. 

•	 .The combined company will expand high speed data availability in North Dakota and create a larger 
national provider, delivering higher speeds, more coverage and more products and services than either 
company could offer alone. 

Bringing these companies together will benefit our counties and the citizens of our state. As the Executive 
Director of the North Dakota Association of Counties, I strongly urge the FCC to give an expeditious 
review of this merger. We can then begin to realize the benefits ofcombining these two fine 
telecommunications companies 

Sincerely, , 

/)Jl~ 
Mark JOhnsOIl 

cc:	 Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
 
Commissioner Robert McDowell
 

P.O. Box 877 I Bismarck, NO 58502-0877 
701.328.7300 I 1.800.932.8730 I Fax: 701.328.7308 

www.ndaco.org 
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Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
 
Federal Communications Commission
 r'l')l/
445 12th Street SW - B2010 
Washington, DC 20554 
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IINDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

for the good ofall counties! 

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 

November 1, 2010 

Honorable Julius Genachowski, Chairman
 
Federal Communications Commission
 
445 12th Street SW
 
Washington, DC 20554
 

Dear Chairman Genachowski, 

On behalf of the North Dakota Association of Counties and the more than 600 county officials we 
represent, I encourage you to support the proposed merger of CenturyLink and Qwest. 

Qwest and the North Dakota Association of Counties (NDACo) have long enjoyed an important strategic 
partnership in the state of North Dakota. Together, we provide the innovative wireless enhanced 911 
services to 52 of our 53 counties. Because of our strategic alliances, North Dakota was recognized as the 
sixth state to be fully operational and compliant for Phase 2 wireless E-91l services. Recently, NDACo 
gave Qwest the 2010 "Excellence in County Government Award" as a dedicated partner ofthe NDACo. 
The dedicated partner designation recognizes individuals or organizations who are not county officials or 
members of our association but who contribute significantly to the success of counties and county 
government. NDACo looks forward to working closely with a combined CentruyLinklQwest to continue 
providing such excellent, high-value services to the counties we represent. 

NDACo believes a merged CenturyLinklQwest will serve to benefit counties and all North Dakotans: 

•	 North Dakota customers will benefit from the combined company's enhanced financial and 
operational resources for further network investment to support technology solutions that will help 
rural and urban areas achieve their economic development goals. 

•	 The combined company will expand high speed data availability in North Dakota and create a larger 
national provider, delivering higher speeds, more coverage and more products and services than either 
company could offer alone. 

Bringing these companies together will benefit our counties and the citizens of our state. As the Executive 
Director of the North Dakota Association of Counties, I strongly urge the FCC to give an expeditious 
review of this merger. We can then begin to realize the benefits of combining these two fine 
telecommunications companies 

Sincerely, 

/}}(~ 
Mark Johnson 

cc:	 Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker
 
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps o
 
Commissioner Robert McDowell
 

P.O. Box 877 TllTsmarck,ND 58502-0877 
701.328.7300 I 1.800.932.8730 I Fax: 701.328.7308 

www.ndaco.org 
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liNDACo
 
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES 

fOr the good ofall counties! 

---.- _._-------­

Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 



Rece\ved &\nspected 

NOV - 8 Z010 
October 29, 2010 . FCC Man Room 

Federal COIDIIiunications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 

PARTE OR LATE FILEDWashington, DC 20554 

Re: WC Docket No. 10-110 

Dear Chairman and Commissioners: 

I am writing to you concerning the pending merger ofQwest and CenturyLink. _ 
assisTek has been an Integra Telecom customer since 2008 

__-" and are very pleased with the consistent level ofservice that we have been receiving 
from Integra. It is critical to our business that we continue to receive reliable 
telecommunications and intemetaccess services. 

It is our understanding that CenturyLink is the first rural carrier to acquire a regional Bell 
Operating Company, and that it has .little to no experience serving major·urban areas like 
Phoenix, AZ. We are concerned that the service ofall residents and businesses in our state 
which rely directly or indirectly on QWest's network may be adversely affected by this merger. 
We urge you, in revieWing this merger; to ensure that service quality and local service 
competition are not harmed by the transaction The merged company must have the appropriate 
incentives and technical and operational resources tocolltinue to serve all of its customers 
whether wholesale or retail at the same levels QWest does today. 

Our community and our businesses dePend upon a common telecommunications 
infrastructure and we are counting onthe FCC and the state commission to prevent any 
disruptions to it as aresult ofthis transaction 

Sincerely 

cc: .PUC Commissioners 

; ; 



-.w • ~HRISTIAN LIVING 
October 29, 2010 COMMUNITIES 

Received & Inspected 

Federal Communications Commission NOV -8 lDtD 
44S 12th S~ SW FCC Mail Room 
W~DC2OSS4 

Re: WC Docket No. 10-110 
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 

Dear ChairmBn and Commissioners: 

I IUD. writing to you CODCeI'DinI the peading IDCJFf ofQwest and CenmryLink. Christian 
Livina CODlfllUnities his been an Intepa Telecom. customer since 2001, and are very pleased 
with the consistent level ofservice that we Mve beeR receivina from Integra. It is critical to our 
business that we continue to receive reliable telecommunications aDd internet access services. 

It is our ~ that CenturyLi~ is the first rw:.. Carrier to acquire a regional Bell 
Operating Company, and that it has little to no experience serving major urban·areu like Denver, 
Colorado. We are concerned that the service ofall residents and busiDesses in our state which 
rely directly or indirectly on Qwest's network may be adversely affected by this merger. We 
urge you, in reviewina this merger. to ensure that serv~ Quality and ~ service competition 
are not hvmed by the transaction. The mcqed'companymust have the appropriate incentives 
and technical and operational resoun:es to continue to serve all of its customers whether 
wholesale or retail at the same levels Qwest does today. 

Our comonmity and our businesses depend upon a common telecommuDieations 
infrastructure and we are counting on the FCC and the state commissiOilto prevent any 
disruptions to it as a result of this transaction. 

Sincerely, 

Kristen Hudson 

cc: PUC Commissi~ 
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